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the Vindication of it makes up the refi 
of the book; and in the following re- 
marks is, for brevity's fake, quoted in 
the words of the running title. The 
grounds of catholic doftrine. "Tis the 
anfwering of this Vindication, which 
has fweUd the following effay fo much 
beyond its intended hignefs. Which 
however could not well be avoided, with- 
out giving occaftou of triumph, as if 
the Romilh creed had been attacked by 
one, who was able to fay nothing againfl 
the qrguments alleged in its defence. 

. London, . 

Mar. 25. 1737. . . ,, 
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AView of POPERY: 

taken from the Creed of 
Pope Pius the IVth. 



fl Very fmall trcatife, intituled, 'j^e 
• Creed of pope Pius the IV: or a 
1 ProJpeBofFoper^takenfromtbat 
^ authentic Record^ was printed in 
^ the year 1687, on occafion of the 
vifible growth of popery at that 
time, and the danger of its increafing farther. 
It is upon the apprehenfion that zealous endea- 
vours are now employed by Romijh emiffaries, 
in many parts of this nation, to gain profelytes 
to popery, that this eilay is ient abroad; at- 
tended 
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they aflert their liberty as becomes proteftants, 
The greateft part however of the things con- 
tained in this creed, as was before obferved, they 
all believe and acknowledge. 

But this, it feems, was not enough for a creed 
of the church of Rome. There muft be fome 
form of faith, whereby, as by an authentic ad:, 
papifts muft for ever be diftinguifhed from pro- 
tcftants. Twelve new articles therefore are added ; 
which are all truly Romijh^ and built folely upon 
human authority. Thefe I fhall fet down in 
order, and make fome remarks on them. 

But it is needful firft to warn the reader of the 
cnfnaring manner, in which the articles of pope 
Pius's creed are connefted with thofe of the 
Nicene. The Nicene creed makes mention of 
one^ holy^ catholic and apofiolic church : and the 
creed of pope Pius begins with a profeffion of 
admitting and embracing the traditions, &c. of 
the fame church ; infinuating, that all the tradi- 
tions of the church of Rome are traditions of the 
me^ holyy catholic and apojiolic church. And it is 
certain the Romanijls do pretend, that all thefe 
charadters belong to their church, and to that 
alone. , They make themfelves the whole church 
of Chrift ; and exclude all others from being fo 
much as a part of it. They confine holinefs to 
themfelves; and confidently affirm, that their 
diurch alone is derived from the apojiles. 
^ Thefe things arc not indeed expreflly afllerted 
ilvpope Pius's firft article. It was more plaufi- 
to fpeak of the church in a general way at 
beginning ; becaufe every one would more 
fgribe the gharadters oione^ holy^ catholic 

and 
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and apofiolic^ to the church of Chrift in an un- 
confined fenfe, than to the church of Rome^ or 
any other church in particular. But fince this 
fame creed, in its eleventh article, fpeaks exprefsly 
of the holy^ catholic^ apojiolic Roman churchy as 
the mother andmifirefs of all churches^ and there- 
by clearly confines thefe characters to that church : 
it is proper here at the beginning to give notice of 
the fnare ; and to avoid the dangerous fallacy of 
confidering any of the articles of this creed as 
dodlrines of the one^ holy^ catholic and apojiolic 
church. 

That article of the Nicene creed, [/ believe 
one^ holy\ catholic and apojiolic church'] is capable 
of a very harmlefs fenfe, againft w^hich no chri- 
ftian whatever will object. Which is this: that 
our Lord Jefus Chrift has a church, fcattered up 
and down in various parts of the world ; the 
members whereof are holy in the difpofition of 
their minds, and entertain the fubftance oi the 
doBrine of the apojlles. This is the true general 
or univerfal, that is, the true catholic church. 
And this is undoubtedly one^ in that large fenfe, 
wherein all thofe are included as its members, 
who heartily believe in Jefus Chrift, acknowledg- 
ing him for their Saviour, and obeying him as 
their Ruler. To all thefe he becomes the author 
of eternal fahation j as he himfelf afTures us, 
John III. 36. and his apoftle after him, Heb. 
V. 9. Rom. X. 8, 9. And all fuch are likewife 
declared to be the children of God^ Gal. III. 26. 
born of God, i John V. i . . Now they who are 
become the children of Gody thro' faith in Chriji 
^efus^ and hein of his ^xom\&d fahation, 4o 
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certainly in the large and general fenfe belong ta 
bis churchy tho' their faith fhould be attended 
with fome miftakes. . And in this large fenfe a- 
lone, if at all, it is, that the members of the 
church of Rome can be acknowledged members 
df the one church of Cbriji ; fo very widely has 
that church departed from the faith which Chrift 
and his apoftles delivered. 

If it be faid, that the Nicene fathers did not ipeak 
of the church in this large and general fenfe j but 
meant a vifible church, which was called catho^ 
lie or univerfal, by reafon of the greater number 
of thofe who were efteemed true profefTors of 
the holy doSlrine of the apojlles^ in oppofition to 
the fmallcr number of thofe who differed from 
them 3 and that they called themfelves one churchy 
in oppofition to the different parties of thofe who 
difiered from them : yet this will never prove, 
that the fuperior number, who pleafed themfelves 
with thefe titles, did in all points adhere to the 
doSirine of the apoJileSy and that none who differed 
from them were in the right. There can be no 
reafonable doubt, that many of thofe, who call'd 
themfelves the one^ holy^ catholic and apojtolic 
ehurch^ were far enough from agreeing with each 
other in feveral particulars ; and in that cafe fome 
of them mufl differ from the doSlrine of the apo- 
JileSy and therefore not be apojiolical. Nor is 
there any doubt, that many of them were far 
enoygh from being holy in their hearts and in their 
praftice. It is not therefore men's giving them- 
felves the ftame and title of one^ holy^ catholic 
find apofioUc churchy that will prove them to be 
ifo, Sofar a$ tfeeVi differ from each other, they 
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are not one^ in the Romijh fenfe of Unity ; not* 
can they^ for the fame reafonj be juflly called 
univerfal or catholic. And if they are unholy in 
their lives ; the name of boly^ with regard to thd 
church wherewith they communicate, fignifie^ 
nothing; Nor are they afofiolic^ in any refpeft 
wherein they differ from the apojiles doSirine* 
And yet there may be feveral churches, each of 
them, for the fubftance of their dodrines, apofio^ 
//Wjtho' differing in fome points from each other; 
and each of them maintaining holinefsy in the life 
and practice of their communicants, as well as 
in the tendency of their dodlrines. And all thefe 
will with much better reafon go to the making 
up one invifible catholic or univerfal churchy 
than any fingle vifible church whatever can be 
called catholic^ to the cxclufion of all others* 

Nor does it appear from the hiflory of th^Niceni 
council, that the bifhops, and other divines of 
whom it confifled, look'd upon any one particular 
church, (and fuch was the church of Rome among 
the refl) as the one^ holy^ catholic and apoJloHc 
church. No : they were all of them call'd toge- 
ther by the authority and command of the em- 
peror Conjiantine^ to confult about fuch matters 
as he thought fit to lay before them : and the 
profeifed agreement of fuch a number of divines, 
caird together from fo many diftant nations, made 
them look upon their determinations as the de- 
terminations of the catholic church. 

But whatever they call'd themfelvesj and how 
much fbever we agree with them in the fubftance 
bf their doctrine: yet their determinations are 
tiotthe foundation of our faiths nor had they, 

B 2 nor 



nor cou'd any council of uninfpir'd men in the world 
have, authority to determine what we fhall believe 
or pradlife. So far as they agree with the do^ 
Brine of the apojllesy it is fit we ftiould agree with 
them. But then this is not becaufe of any autho- 
rity in the council of Nice-^ but becaufe the do-^ 
>r- Brine of the apojiles is true, and fit to be believed. 
And if the Nicene council itfelf had no autho* 
rity over the confciences of chriftians ; what au- 
thority could it convey to the church of Rome ? 
What authority did it ever pretend to convey to 
the Roman church, more than to the church of 
Antioch or Alexandria^ or any other ? Indeed 
if it had made ever fuch high pretences ; what 
authority could it give to any church in the world, 
to frame new articles of religion at her own plea- 
fure, and to damn fuch as ftiould refufe to receive 
them? But referving the confideration oi authority 
to the eleventh article of pope Pius'^ creed \ I now 
proceed to (hew, that the church of Rome is not 
the one^ holy^ catholic and apojiolic churchy which 
fhe pretends to be. 

. She is not one^ in that very fenfe wherein flie re- 
proaches proteftants for not being one. If proteftants 
are in many points divided into parties ; fo are the 
papifts. Witnefs the divifions between the Fran^ 
cifcans ^indi Dominicans about the immaculate con- 
ception ; thofe between the Jefuits and Janfenifls 
about predeftination ; and the prefent ftruggles, 
now of a pretty long ftanding, about the bull 
IJnigenitus^ befides the many horrible fchilrns 
which have arifen by fetting up one pope againft 
. another, and the contentions about the feat of 
infallibility. If they fay, that they are onCy in 

all 
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8ill things neceffary to falvation : the proteftants 
with much more truth and reafon affirm this con- 
cerning themfelves ; and that the things xvherein 
they differ from each other do not hinder their 
being of the one church of Jefus Chrift. 

But if the church of Rome did agree with it- 
ielf in all points of doftrine and praftice ; that is, 
if they were at unity among themfelves, which 
it is plain they are not, nor ever were : yet their 
unity could not be faid to be with Chrift Jefus, the 
fole head (^ the churchy but with the pope con- 
fidered as head \ which very thing is inconfiftent 
with and fubverlive of the true unity of the chri- 
ftian church. 

Whoever they are, that deny Jefus Chrift to 
be the head of the churchy they cut themfelves off 
from union with him ; and confequently muft be 
far enough from being his one church. Now 
Chrift is not the head of his church, if he is not 
fole head. How then comes the pope to pretend 
to make laws as he pleafes? And how can they 
be the one church of Chrift^ who are fo far from 
owning him their 7&/? head^ as to remove their 
allegiance from him to a fellow mortal, and to 
obey that mortal even in oppofition to Chrift ? 
Yet this muft be the cafe in all thofe inftances, 
where the pope's decrees are obeyed, though 
contrary to the mind of Chrift. To what pur- 
pofe therefore can it be for papifts to prove the 
unity of Chrift's church from fuch texts as that 
of Eph. IV. 5. where the apoftle aflures us, 
that there is but one Lordy and one faith ; when 
it is plain that they let up another Lord befides 
Chrill, and another faith ^ contrary to that which 

he 
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lie taught P Let it be ever fo clear, that the church 
of Chrift is vne^ without diftinaion of Jew and 
Gentile ; as Chrift himielf, John X, 1 6. fignified 
it fhould be : yet the church of Rome cannot be 
this one churchy whik flie renounces allegiance to 
Chrift the headj and obeys another head, in many 
things which are quite contrary to Chrift's do-^ 
drine. 

Again : their fcbifmatical feparation from the 
reft of the body is in itfelf a fufficient proof, that 
the church of Rome cannot be the one church of 
Chrift, There is, fays the apoftle, one body^ and 
wejpirit^ even as ye are called in one hope of your 
calling : Eph. IV. 4. But the church of Rome 
oppofes and renounces this one Jpirit, which 
fhould unite us 5 rends herfelf from this one body j 
or, which comes to much the fame thing, tears 
off from communion with her all thofe who will 
mot fubmit to her arbitrary determinations, deny- 
ing that any fuch can have the one hope of the 
chrijiian calling. She impofes her abominable 
corruptions upon thofe, whofe confciences cannot 
comply with them ; and impofes them with the 
utmoft bitternefs and craelty. She thereby drives 
all other chriftians from her communion : and 
confequently creates a fchifm, arid deftroys that 
unity to which fhe pretends. If therefore this 
corrapt and perfecuting church is a part of the 
church of Chrift, it can be no better than a 
fchifmatical part: for they are always the fchif- 
matics, who are the caufes, the neceflary caufes, 
of the fchifm. However, nothing is more plain, 
than that they cannot be the one church of Chriji. 

Confequently, they cannot be the catholic 
thurch. There is no need to compare numbers, 

for 
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for dcpiding this point : no need of enqui-^ 
ring whether the numbers in the church of 
^me are fiiperior pr inferior to the Greek 
church and all the proteftant churches put 
together. Their cutting themfelves off from 
union with Chrift the bead^ and from all other 
parts of his body, plainly (hews them not to 
pe the catholic church. All they who hold the 
head may be united to each other, notwith*- 
ftanding the inferiority of ibme members, and 
the fuperiority of others; and even notwith- 
ftandihg fome weaknefTes and defers in fome 
of the members, which the reft are to bear 
witb> and to contribute as much as they can 
to their reiloratipn and perfection. But when^ 
befides rejecting allegiance to the head, the 
church or Rome docs what (he can to deftroy 
all other members beiides herfelf, damning and 
perfecuting with the utmoft cruelty all thofe 
who cannot comply with her unrighteous 
claims} what pretence has (he to catholicifm? 
Next to holding Chriji the head, the unity of 
the chriftian church confifls in the mutual 
love of the members to each other. This is 
that bond of perj0nefi^ which unites the whole 
fatholic CQUrch together ; and not an exaCt 
unity of opinion in all points. How then 
can they be the catholic churchy who will damn 
their brethren to the pit of hell, and with^ 
out mercy perfecute them to death in this 
world, for want of agreeing with them in 
every doubtful opinion, and joining with them 
in thqir abominable conuptions ? 
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There is, I fay, no need to compare num- 
bers for deciding which is the catholic church: 
And therefore it is to no manner of purpofe; 
that * the author of The Grounds of catholic 
doBrine -f produces fuch a number of texts, 
and particularly prophetical texts, to fhcw 

* that the church of Chrift fhall be univerfal^ 

* by being the church of all ages and of all 

* nations 3' and affirms, that * in them it i$ 

* always reprefented as a numerous congre- 

* gation fpred through the * world/ For in 
none of thefe texts, nor in any other, is it 
promifed, that the church of Chrift fhall aU 
ways be a numerous congregation, fpred througH 
the world : nor is it any where promifed, that 
it (hall in all ages be the church of all nations* 
Indeed thofe texts have been in fome good 
mcafure fulfill'd already, in the large fpread 
which the gofpel of Chrift has feceived. And 
from thofe and other prophetical texts wc 
have good reafon to believe, that in God*s good 
time Ghrift's church will become univerfah 
But then this muft be brought about by the 
overthrow of the antichriftiah church oiRome: 
whofe abominable corruptions are the grand 
hindrance of the larger fpread of the jgofpel; 
and have fometimes been* fiifFered to pfevail 
almoft to the extinguifhing the light of it . ' 

By thofe corruptions tKey'fiave' ieffeftually 
prdVed themfelves not to ' be that bol^ churchy 

• which 

* See the preface to this ellky, • ^ 

t Pag. 12, 13. . 
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th they pretend to be. And furely we may 

nre to fet down in the number of corruptions 

worftiip of faints and angels, and of images, 

Iraiy to exprefs warnings of the word of Godj 

worfliip of the bread in the facrament, on 

cnce of its being "f- turned into the body and 

^ and fouly and divinity of Jefus Chriji ; 

making the Mafs a propitiatory facrificefor 

living and the dead ; the dodlrines of indul-^ 

xs, of purgatory, of authoritative abfolu- 

s by mortal men, and even by men under the 

power * of mortal fin themfelves ^ the de- 

ience of the efficacy of the facraments upon 

pricft's good intention ; the taking away 

fcriptures from the common people, and re- 

ing the ufe of an unknown tongue in their 

;ers : but above all others, the dodlrine of 

nihility, which takes away the very founda- 

of chriftian faith, by taking away the autho- 

of the word of God, and leaves no founda- 

. for the faith of the chriftian church, but the 

lority of fallible men ; and the dodtrine of 

pope's fiipremacy, which is an impious inva- 

of Chrift's prerogative, who is fole law- 

r and head of the church. 

Jjl^iB arc corruptions inconfiftent with a holy 

efi)ecially with the one^ holy^ catholic ^ and 

church. And thefe are inftances, in 

is certain that the church oiRome has ad:- 

en into pernicious errors. So that it will 

help that church to fay in general con<- 

C cerning 

c the Vth. article of pope Piuses Creed. 
he council of Trent fsLys, Seff. XIV. can. lo. de poeniten- 
'atty Mejbmllfctfy that friefts ^bo are in mortal fin La*ue not the 
■ of kinding and loafing ; or that any otbn btfidci ^riejii art iW% 
}ers rf iJf/ohiti9n i let im be accurfed* 
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ccrning the church of Chri/iy as the author of the 
* Grounds of catholic doBrine does, that * fhe is al- 
' ways holy in her dodlrine and terms of commu- 
^ Vi\ov\^2iri^2\vidiysfrtefrom pernicious errors' For 
whatever is true concerning the church of Chrijiy 
this is not true concerning the church of Rome. 
The doiStrines juft now mentioned are her do- 
dlrines, and are by her made terms of communion : 
and they are pernicious errors, wherein fhe has 
fliamefully apoftatiz'd from the ho/y doSlrine of 
Chrift. It is vain therefore to apply to that 
church thofe texts of fcripture which belong to 
the invifible church. Vain is it in particular to -j* 
apply to that church what our Lord faid to 
Peter, Matt. XVI. i8. that be would build bis 
church upon a rock, and the gates of hell fhould 
not prevail againft it. For the rocky upon which 
our Lord there declared he would build his 
church, was manifeftly Peter's confeflion, men- 
tioned ver. 1 6. Thou art the Chriji, the Son of 
the living God. But by the abominable corrup- 
tions juft mentioned it appears, that the church of 
Rome is not built upon this rock, but upon fome- 
thing elfe, very different from it. It is vain for 
them to % alledge in this cafe, from John XIV, 6. 
that ChriJI is the way^ and the truth, and the 
life : bccaufe it is evident by thefe inftanccs, that 
they have apoftatiz*d from the true nva^ and do 
not walk in it. It is vain to apply to tnemfclves 
the promife which Chrift made to his apoftles, 
II Matt. XXVIII. 19, 20, when he gave them 
commiflion to teach and baptize in his name ; 
that be would be with them always^ even unta the 

end 

* Psg. to. f ibid. X '^^* \ *^ 
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end of the world. For this promife^was given in 
clofe connexion with a charge, to teach men to 
obferve all things whatfoever Chriji had command-^ 
€d\ and not to teach things inconfiftent with 
Chrift's commands, and with his legiflativc au- 
thority ) which the doctrines abovementioned 
moft evidently are. It is as vain to apply to the 
church of Rome^ or to the whole body of her 
paftors and teachers, the promife which Chrift 
made to his * apoftles, "John XIV. 17. / 
will pray the Father ^ and he Jhall give you 
another comforter ^ that he may abide with you 
for every even the Spirit of truth s and his aflii- 
rances, ver. 26, that this Spirit of truth Jhould 
teach them all things y and bring all things to their 
remembrance y whatfoever he had faid to them ; 
and that other promife, ch. XVI. 13. that he 
fhould guide them into all truth. For it is evi- 
dent, that fome of thefe promifes were made 
perfonally to the apoftles, relating to the extraor- 
dinary fervicc in which they were to be imploy'di 
and not to the whole body of the paftors and 
teachers of the church. And whatever there is 
in thefe promifes, which is not reftraincd to the 
apoftles in perfon, belongs to all Chrift*s faithful 
difeiples, all thofe who afl: agreeably to the Spi^ 
rifof Chriji: fo that they have no relation to th« 
paftors and teachers of tne church of Rome. 

Laftly, it is a great perverfion of fcripture to 
produce in this controverfy the words of St. Pauly 
I T/«r. III. 15. to prove •(• that * the church 
* cannot uphold pemici6us errors ;' and to argue 
from tliis 'and the qther texts bbfore recited^ as 

€2 the 

^ Gitittkbof cafli. doft. pag* i|. f ibid. pag. 12. 
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the author of the * Grounds of cath. dodi. does, 
that * the church of CHrift is infallible in all 

* matters relating to faith, fo that (he can neither 

* add nor retrench from what Chrift taqght/ 
The other texts have beph already cohfider'd, and 
(hewn to have no relation to the church of Rqme^ 
otherwife than as in general they condemn her 
errors and cormptions. As for thefe wrords of 
St. Paul', all that they affirm concerning the 
church is, that it is the houfe of God: and Timothy^ 
being a perfpn of confiderable charadter and 
cmincncy in the church, is put in mind to behave 
himfclf as became a pillar in that houfi. The 
author indeed abovementioned takes advantage 
of a miftake of our tranflators; w^ho have ren- 
dered the apoftle's w^ords differently from w^hat ap- 
pears to have been his meaning. The apoftle 
does not Ipeak of the church as a pillar ^ much 
lefs as the pillar and ground of truth : but iSgni- 
fies to Timothy^ that he had w^ritten that epiftle 
to him, to put him in mind, how it became a 
pcdbn w;ho was a pillar and ground of truths 
(meaning I'imothy himfelf) to behave in the houfe 
if Gody 'which is the church of the living God. 
This is the natural order and plain fenfe of the 

words : tvcc &SSi^ mug ^S ov OiXJ^jp ®g5 oiva,<^d(pkS(i 

4 <l\nh&citA* And this is agreeable to other paf- 
iagcs in the new teftament : where perfons of 
high char after and importance in the church, for 
fupportihg an4 adorning the tmths it maintains, 
as for example, James, Cephas and John, ar^ 
failed J>illars j , Gal. 11. 9. iai agreekble like- 

\vifc 

* Grounds, pag. 12. 
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wife to the promife of Chrift, Rev. III. 12. 
Him that overcometh, will I make a pillar in the 
temple of my God. Thefe words tnerefore are 
altogether foreign to the purpofe for which they 
arc produced : and are by mifinterpretation made 
to afcribc that infallibility to the church, con- 
cerning which the apo^le never once entertained 
a thought 5 and w^hich however, it appears from 
the abovementioned fpecimen of grofs errors, 
cannot belong to the church of Rome. 

Indeed it does not appeir, that ouf blefled 
Lord ever promifed to fecure unerring pcrfedlion 
. to any vifible church or its teachers : tho' we 
have abundant reafon to be fatisfied from many 
paffages of fcripture, that Chrift will always 
have a church fomewhcre or other ; that is, a 
number of faithful perfons, maintaining his trae 
doftrine : that tho' they may fometimes be re- 
duced to great extremities and fmall numbers, and 
tho' their enemies may endeavour and hope to 
extirpate them quite ; yet they fhall not be able 
to prevail. And this was made good in the al- 
moft miraculous prefervation of the fiibftance of 
the proteftant doftrine among the Waldenjes and 
Albigenfes^ under the cruel perfecutions of the 
church of Rome ; which had banifhed the light 
of the chriftian doftrine from all places where her 
influence reached, and did what fhe could to 
cxtinguifli it intirely. 

The tenets therefore cited in the Grounds ofcath. 
doSl. %o -f* prove * that Chrift has always a true 
* church upon earth,* no otherwife relate to the 
church of Rome^ than as they fhew, that the 
faithfulnels of God's promife is engaged to pre- 

fPag. 7. " ■ ^rve 
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{cTvc and maintain fomewhere or other that true 
dochine^ which they have corrupted and endea- 
voured to deflrov. And as to the texts X quoted 
to prove, * that tnc church of Chrift is always vifi- 
• ble:' we proteftants thankfully acknowledge 
they have been io far fulfilled, that the light of 
the chrift ian doArine has never yet been totally 
extinguiflied ; and are encouraged by them to 
hope and believe it never will. Nay we are by thefc 
very texts fully ^tisfied, that a time will come, 
when the corruptions of the church of Rome fhall 
bedetcdtcd, and (hall make way for that pure 
doilrine of Chrift himfelf, which ftiall prevail 
and triumph over them, and ftiine through the 
world with its own light. In the mean time 'tis 
evident, that the greateft part of thefc texts have 
not yet had their full accomplifhment: and that 
tho* Ibme of them have been in part fulfilled, in 
relation to the church of Chrift ^ yet they are no 
way inconfiftent with thofe other fcriptures, 
which fignific, that the fame church fhould 
fomctlmes be reduced to great diftrefs and obfcu^ 
rity, as hiftory proves it has been. 

Enough has been faid to fhew, that the church 
of Rome is not a holy church. And if fhe is un- 
holy, ftie is confequently not apojiolical*, that is, 
not conformed to the doStrine of the apofiles\ which 
is a holy dodrinc. But they tell you they arc 
0pcfloUcal by a continued, uninterrupted fuccefiioa 
cl^ their blmop$ from the apoftles. To which I 
^wer: that if this were true, it could never 
Hj^lrr that an apoflolical churchy which departs 
iMttilfe apojiolical doSlrine. Befides : it is impof. 
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fiUe for any biftiop in the world to prove his fiic- 
ceffion in an uninterrupted line from the apoftlcs ; 
becaufe it is evident from hiftory, that many 
breaches have been made in that line; and becaufe 
no certain account has been kept of all the ordi- 
nations derived from the feveral broken link^s, 
nor any way ever found to unite them again in 
one continued length. 

In deducing the line of fucceflion one would 
think fome regard fhould have been had to Paul^ 
ox'JameSy ox Andrew^ or fome other of the apoftles 
befides Feter : and an account (hou'd be produced 
of the feveral bifhops they ordain'd, and the fe- 
ries of thofe others, whom thefe bifhops and 
their fucceflbrs ordain'd. But we will leave o- 
thers to determine about thefe things. And if, 
for once, we fhould take for granted, that all the 
fiicceffions in thefe weflern parts are to be derived 
from St. Peter -, which yet is taking for granted a- 
bundance of things that want to be proved : flill we 
could not derive even thefe fucceffions vvdth any 
thing like a certainty ; becaufe hiflorians do not 
agree about Peter's fucceflbrs, either in the or- 
der or number of them, in the mofl early days. 
And then, in the corrupt times, when the Ro^ 
man bifhop began to exalt himfelf above his bre- 
thren ; itBBWaoB/Btkmsfiiim the fweet morfel of 
ufurped power was fo much coveted, that ambi- 
tious churchmcA fet up one againfj another 5 in- 
£>miich that often there have been, two, three, nay 
four popes at a time, curfing each other and all 
their adherents. Now all thefe, in oppofition 
to each other, could never convey regular fizc- 

ceflions : 
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cefiions: and no man living is able to prove, 
from which of thefe he derives his own ordina- 
tion ; the oppofitions have been fo numerous, and 
fome of fo long ftanding. I Ihall take the liberty 
to mcntbn a fcwj taken from writers of the 
Romijh communion. 

Onupbrius Panvinius^ who vvrote a cohtinria- 
tion of Platina's lives of the popes, gives, in his 
index at the end of the work, the following ac- 
count of what he calls the firft fchifm in the jR^- 
man church. * Nov at tan, a Roman, and pref- 
byter of the holy Roman church, was ordained 
chief pontif by fome fchifmatical prejbyters, not- 
witbjfanding Cornelius had been created pope by a 
regular ordination. He fat fome years : and being 
at length driven from the church, became author 
of the herefy which goes by his name. This was 
as early as the year 252, according to Onupbrius. 
And, which is very remarkable, he fays not on- 
ly that Novatian was a heretic, and author of a 
herefy -, but that he was ordained pope by prefby- 
ters, fchifmatical presbyters \ and that h^fat Jome 
years. We are not certain therefore, but fome of 
the Romijh biihops and pricfts now living may 

have 

* NovatianuSy Romanus, fan6he Romaxue ^cclefias ^txXbfjttXt 
infchifmate contra Corndium papam, auftcwe Novj^, prefbyte- 
ro ecclefis Carthaginenus ; Y&f annos^qoc^. ^-^^SdHTma prfmum 
in Romana ecclefia : in quo^ Cornelio papa, legitima oidinatione 
creato, Novatianus, fandas Romans ecclefiae pi^yter, abaiiqui* 
bus fchifmaticis prefbyteris pondfex maximum ordinatss eft. Qoiy 
ecclefia pulfus, hserefim Novatianorum condidit. fkHn. *vit. 
Fantif, in fol Cobn, 1^62, pag, 347. 

This h OniipbriuiB account, in an early edition of Flatina. 
'Tis pity he did not produce his authorities. But it was afterwards 
thought that he had ipoken too plain : for in foUowiog editions, 
particotarly that in quarto, 1626, care was taken to leave out fo 
great a fcaiidal to the church, as this ftory of an ordination bypref* 
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have received their ordination from thofe, whofe 
predeceflbrs were ordained by this prejbyteriati 
pope : and then their epifcopal fuccej^on^ though 
ever fo clear for fome ages paft, can according 
to their own principles do them no good; their 
miniftrations are of no validity \ and their people, 
however confidently they may believe themfelves 
to be chriftians, are no better than heathens. 

But to come to later times: the thirteenth 
fchifm, the fame author tells us, was in the 
year 891, between Formofus and Sergius/ And 
concerning Formofus ^ Platinaikys: that in the 
time of pope Job?! JXth he ieft his hijhopric^ to 
avoid that pope' sjeverity-, that he Jied into' Fra'nce, 
and /wore hi would never return to his- hirfhopric or 
to Ronrie, from nvhence he had been hcnijhedfor a 
confpiracy 3 that he was anathematized and de^ 
f rived of all ecclefajiical dignity ; and took to him-- 
Jilf profane garments y as well as a profane cour/e 
of life : but that pope Martin abfolved him of his 
cath, and rejiored him 5 and that afterwards he 
got the popedom y m&re hy bribery. than virtue. Th6 
fifteenth fchifni, Onuphrius tells us, was in the 
year 964, between John XII, Leo VIII, and 
BenediB V. The fir ft erf whom, Platina tellS 
us, was a perjbnfrom his very youth flairi d with 
ell manner of filthinefs^ and Ipent all the time 
be could ^dre from his lufts in hunting rather than 
in prayer : that he wasftimmoned before a council 
to''imfjoer for hiswickednefs^ and to lay donm the 
fofidom: and that at length he was taken iriadul^ 
tery^ and kilt d. The fixtccnth Ichifm was in 974, 
between four popes at a time. So likewife the 
eighteenth^ in ^^045, between four popes: two of 
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whom Platina defcribes as hideous tnon/iers. The 
twentieth between Gregory VII. and Clement III, 
and their fucceflbrs, for 40 years together, be- 
ginning in 1080. And, to mention no more : 
the twenty-fixth fchifm, which Onuphrius calls 
a long one ^ and ivorje than all the rejl^ began in 
the year 1378, between pope C/r^^zw VI. and 
Clement VII : and did not end till 40 years after, 
upon the eleftion oi Martin V. 

From thefe fadls it is plain, that there have 
been numerous breaches in the line of fucceflion. 
But in cafe there never had been any : yet how 
abfurd would it be to imagine, that Chrift could 
have no tme church without an uninterrapted 
iiicceffion of bifhops, to ordain its minifters? 
Cou'd then the good efFed: of all Chrift's inftitu- 
tions depend upon their fwimming through fiich 
a corrupt ftream as this has proved ? Cou'd there 
be no valid adminiftration of baptifm or the 
Lord's fupper, nor any falutary effect of preach- 
ing the golbel, but by thofe, who derived their 
ordination from fornicators^ adulterers^ magici-' 
anSj murdererSy and monjiers in all kinds of 
wickednefs ? Yet fuch have many of the popes 
been. And, which more evidently and more 
nearly afFedts the dodrine of the fucceflion ; luch 
have been great numbers of the bifhops, by whatn 
the fiuxeflion has been immediately handed down 
from one generation to another ; not • excepting 
thofe of our own nation. The abominable wicked- 
nels of their lives, particularly their lewdnefs, 
their infatiable covetoufnefs, and the rjipacious 
and cruel methods praftifed for majntejtiifig their 
grcatnefs and their luxury, proved diie means of 

■ ' hafteiiing 
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hafteningthe reformation; as the corruptnefs 
of their dodtrine proved another. For people of 
any fober thought cou'd no more believe, that 
men who were thus notorioufly wicked cou*d be 
the minijiers of Cbrijiy than that the corrupt do- 
ctrine of the church of Rome cou'd be the do-' 
Brine of Chrijl. And indeed, how can any man 
believe, that ordination by fuch hands is eflential 
to the conftitution of Chrift's church 3 or that 
the want of it (hould leave men to the uncove- 
nanted mercies of God ? Thanks to the wife 
and gracious founder of our religion, he hath not 
left us in fo deplorable a cafe : he hath not made 
his church to depend upon the focceffion of any 
order of men whatever ; but upon the maintain- 
ing ^ of that holy doftrine, on which, as upon a 
rock, he himfelf built it By virtue of this con- 
ftitution we had a right, and even a duty in- 
cumbent on us, to feparate from fo corrupt a 
church as that of Romey even in cafe all the cler- 
gy had refolved to remain in that church, and 
not one had come over with the reformers. tQ 
ordain the reft. 

It is therefore exceedingly vain and trifling^ in 
the author oithe * Grounds ofcath. doSi. to affirm, 

* that thofe only who ^n derive their lineage 

* from the apoftles, are the heirs of the apoftles ; 

* and that confequently they alone can claim a 
^ right to the fcriptures, to the adminiftration 

* of the facraments, or any ftiare in the paftoi^al 

* miniftry; that *tis their proper inheritance, 

* which they have received from the apoftles, ancj 

* the apoftles from Chrift.' It is vain and trifling. 
to talk in this manner. But, which is much 

• pag. 13. Da ^^^^ 
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worfc for him; it is dangerous, and even perni- 
cious to his caufe. For hereby he direftly ac- 
knowledges ; that * if he himiclf cannot derive 

* his own lineage from the apoftles, he is no 

* heir of the apoftles, and confequently can 

* claim no right to the fcriptures, to the admin i- 

* ftration of the lacraments, or any fhare in the , 

* paftoral miniftry/ Let him therefore prove his 
Imeage from the apoftles ; and give us the line of* 
fucceffion, from the apoftles days to his own. 
He is obliged to do it, by affirming in the face 
of the world, that mne are heirs of the apoftles^ 
hut thofe, ivho can derive their lineage from them. 
And he will do great fervice to his church, if be 
will oblige the world with that clear account of 
an uninterrupted fiicceflion, which has never yet' 
fccn the light. But 'tis vain to exped: it. 

And 'tis as vain to quote * fcripture in fueh a 

cauie. For whatever commiffion Chrift gave to 

his apoftles, to preach his gofpel and to adminifter * 

his ordinances; and whatever affurance he gave, • 

that he would be with them and their fucceflbrs to • 

the end of the world : they only are herein the 

true fuccejjbrs of the apoftles, who miniftcr the 

lan>e ordinances, and preach the fame dodxine 

which Chrift gave to the apoftles in commiffion ;^ 

and not they who fubftitute another dodrine^ 

and other ordinances in their room. Whatever 

affurance Chrift gave to his apofljes, that the 

Holy Ghoft, the Spirit of truth Jhould abide with 

them for ever-, yet he never promifed that his 

Spirit fliould abide with th6fe, who refift and op- 

ppfe Wm. And as to that paffage, John XX. 2 1 : 

, , the. 

•paf. 14. 
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the circumftances of Chrift's breathing upon the 
apojlles^ and the extraordinary efFefts which fol- 
lowed their preaching, fhewed that the comniif- 
fion then given them had fomething fpeefal in it, 
relating perfonally to thcmfelves. And tho* 
there is no doubt, that Chrift would have his 
gofpel preached to the end of the world ; yet 
this argues nothing in favour of the church of 
Rome : whofc dodlrine is quite different from and 
even contrary to that of Jefus Chrift j fo that no 
line of fucqeflion, tho* ever fb clear and uninter- 
rupted, can convey authority from Chrift or his 
apoftles, to preach fiich a dodrine as theirs is. 
They are not therefore the heirs of the apojiles : 
for they have rejedied the apojiolical fcriptures 
from bfing their inheritance^ and chofen their 
own traditions. 

'Tis therefore vile fophiftry, under the name of 
the catholic church to infinuate, *that * the 

* church of Rome^ and that alone, had always 

* a yifible being in the world ever fince Chriil's 

* time/ For befides that there was Ho church 
at all in Rome for fome time after Chrift's afcen- 
lion : there was neither at Rome^ nor in any other 
part of the world, for many ages after Chrift, 
any fiich church as the prefent church of Rome^, 
either in relpedt of dodrine, or difcipline, or 
worftiip. 

And whereas 'tis affirmed, ^f* that * the pro-. 
^ teftant church came into the world fince the 

* year 1500 i and that they who came 1500 

* years after Chrift came 1500 years too late to 

* be the religion or chi^rch Qf Chrift :* 'tis fuffi- 

cicnt 

• Grounds of cath. doft. pftg. 14. f ibid. 
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cient to anfwer : that the proteftant dodrine is 
the very dodrinc of the new teftament ; and coor 
fequcntly did not come into the world fincc 1 560, 
but is a8 old as the books of the new teftament t 
that the corrupt dodlrines of the church of 
Rome are innovations crept in by degrees : that 
what the proteftants did fince 1500 was the de- 
claring and protefting againft thofe innovatiofas,^ 
and laying hold on the opportunity, which the 
good providence of God prefented, for refciiing^ 
themtelves from the tyranny of a churcbj 
which had held them and their fathers in bon- 
dage: and that whereas many good chriftiaiis' 
had for a long time before complained of the 
corruptions of tht Romijh church, and fbmehaii 
IbfFered martyrdom for oppofing them ; the hof 
being in a condition to protedt themfelves in the 
poffeffion of a pure doiftrine *till about the year 
1 500, proves no more, than that God, in the wii^'* 
dom of his providence, fufFered a corrapt church* 
to opprefs them till that time. But the ptoof* 
of what is really the religion or church of Cbrip 
muft be taken from thofe holy fcriptures, whicji^ 
contain that religion, and defcribe that church/ 
And proteftants chearfiilly fiibmit the whbkt 
caufe to that decifion. 

My only reafon for this intrbdudtion to pope 
P/«j's articles is, as I before obferved, their coriiic^^ 
xion with that arafcle of the Nicene Creed, which 
might make an unwary reader reverence theiri as 
atticles of the onCy holy^ catholic^ arid apojlolic 
churchy to which they have really no relation, X 
now come to the articles themfelves. 

The firft of them is exprefled in the following 
words. If /^ 



L ^^ J 

I. / do moji firmly admit and em.hr ace 
apoftoltcal and ecclefiafikal traditions^ 
and the refi of the obfervances and con- 
fiitutiom of the fame church. 

iBy \tbe fame church] is meant the one^ holy^ 
' catholic y and apojiolic churchy mentioned juft 
before, in the Nicene creed : which chara<5ters, 
as we have feen, the church of Rome falfely 
afcribes and confines to herfelf. Ecclefafiical 
traditionSy and the refi of the obfervances and 
conftitutions of this churchy are here put upon 
the fame foot with apofiolical traditions 5 and, 
according to the tenor of this article, are to 
be received and entertained with the lame 
firmnejs. And indeed the church of Rome might 
as well have called all her own traditions and con- 
ftitutions apofiolical^ as fome of thofe which fhe 
does call fo« Now the embracing oi ^\!cit{z^ 
without exception, is, according to the conclu- 
fipH of this creed, xa^Az mceffary to xb&fahation 
►of every private chriftian : for it is there declared 
concerning the whole creed, that without this 
fSiih no man can be faved. 

But how monflrous is the abfurdity, as 
Welt as the wickednefs, of fuch aa impoli- 
tibn ! How is it poflible, that every indivi-^ 
dual of the common people fhould piofi firm-- 
ly admit and embrace all thofe things, which 
• this creed calls apofiolical and ecclefiafiical tra^ 

ditionsy and the refi pf- the objervances andcor^i^ 

tutions 
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tutions of the church : when, in order to do this, 
they.muft every one of them be acquainted .with 
all ecclefiafticai hiftory, and with all the oral as 
well as written traditions; and muft, in order to 
. the Jirm admijjion of them, have examined and 
approved them ? And even in cafe every private 
chriftian had the opportunity of being acquainted 
with all the traditions and obfervances arid confti- 
tutions of the church: yet how can he with a godd 
conicience^r/»i^ admit and embrace tbemy without 
a full fatisfaftion, that all of them are the very 
mind of God? And how ftiall their being delivered 
and decreed by a number of fallible men be able 
to fatisfy any man's confeience, that all thefe 
things are really the mind of God, and that the 
embracing them is necejfary to f ah at ion ? A ter- 
rible ftumbling-block this, at the very entrance! 
But over it you muft get : otherwife the whole 
creed fignifies nothing. Implicit faith is the firft 
diftinguifhing charadler of a true Romanifi. If 
you offer to examine, even into thofe conftitu- 
tions which are of the moil (hocking nature, of 
which there is plenty in the church of Rome j you 
are by that very means brought into the dange- 
rous fufpicion of herefy. The traditions of the 
church muft be received with the fame reverence 
and pious affedlion^ as the holy Jcriptura them-- 
Jehes. So the council of Trent exprelsly declares 
they receive them : * Sejf'. IV. deer, de can. Scr. 
And fo muft the people too : or elfe they are by 
thefanie council, and almoft in the iame breath, 
dcchvcd accuT^. 

> But 

• Pari pictatis affeftu ac rcverentia.' 



:^ But Chrift has taught us quite another do- 
ftrine. He taught his difciples not to depend 
upon the tradition of the elders -, but to follow the 
command of God in oppofition to it. He changed 
the Scribes and Pkarijees with making the com-- 
mandment of God of no effedi by their tradition : 
and fignified, that in vain they worjhiped Gody 
while they taught for doSirines the commandments 
of men : Matt. XV. 6, 9. By their traditions, 
pretended to be delivered by Mojes, but not com- 
mitted to writing, they eluded, and even oppo- 
Icd, the plain written commands of God. And 
in hke manner does the church of Rome, by its 
pretended apo/iolical traditions^ of which the 
apoftles themielves knew nothing at all, and by 
their own authoritative new conjlitutions, make 
void the plain dod:rines of Chrift in the new 
tcftament. 

They pretend, .that fome confiderable and im- 
portant parts of the mind of Chrift, with re- 
gard to our faith and practice, were left out of 
all the writings of the new teftamen.t, to be 
conveyed by tradition ; and that their church is 
in pofleflion of all thofe traditions : and accor- 
dingly they produce what traditions they pleafe, 
juft as the exigences of their church require *i and 
infift upon our receiving and complying with 
them. But this we cannot do, without cafting con- 
tempt upon that written word^ which is in itfelf 
a perfect rule, and fufficient for our guidance; 
and" throwing ourfelves into theutmoft danger of 
lofing and afting contrary to that perfeft rule 
-whichi^^we have already, under the pretence of 
fupplying its defeats. 

E The 
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The fcheme of the gofpel, as it ftands in the 
new teftamSnt, fo fully anfwers all the ends that 
can be defired, for reftoring lapfed mankind ; 
propofes meafures for that purpofe fo perfeiSly 
fuited to their neceffities and to the divine perfe- 
ctions s contains fo copious an account of what 
is required of a chriftian j and is attended with 
fuch well-grounded aflurances of happinefs to 
thofe who duly regard it, as well as clear proofs 
of its coming from God : that we have abundant 
reafon to believe, that the whole oi the faith once 
delivered to the faints is contained in the books of 
the new teftament ; and that no one thing ef- 
fential to a chriftian*s character, ot neceflary to 
his happinefs, is wanting therein. On the fame 
accounts therefore we have reafon to believe, that 
Chrift chofe in this manner to convey to fucceeding 
generations the certain knowledge of that do- 
ftrine of his, which he would nave to be the 
rale of their faith and practice. Nor indeed is it 
confiftent with that tender concern, which the 
books of the new teftament fliew Chrift had for 
our welfare, or with the wifdom which (bines 
thro' the whole fcheme of dodtrine thofe books 
contain ; that he ftiould choofe to leave any thing 
of moment to be conveyed by fiich an uncertain 
precarious way as oral tradition. 

It is evident, from the books of the new te- 
ftament, that the gofpel of Chrift was cal- 
culated for all fucceeding generations, as well as 
for that one in which he mmfelf lived ; and that 
it was his mind it (hould be conveyed to future 
ages. We. have reafon therefore to believe, he 

would 
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would take care, that the authentic doftrine, 
which his immediate followers received from him, 
fhould in all its eflential parts be conveyed with 
certainty. Accordingly we find, that two of 
the apoftles, Matthew and John^ employed them- 
fclves in writing an account of the life and do- 
iSrine and death and refiirreftien of Chrift their 
mailer 5 not contenting themfelves merely with 
preaching in his name. The fame was done by 
Mark znd Luke^ who were not apoftles. And 
Jjuke in particular affures us, that the view he had 
in writing was, that the certainty of thofe things 
wherein chriftians had been inftruBed might there- 
by be made krumn ; that chriftians might know 
the certainty of thofe things which were moftfurely 

believed in tne primitive age: Luke I. in 4. 

It was manifeftly with the fame view, that John 
wrote his gofpel. For thus he himfe If declares, 
towards the latter end of it: ch. XX. ver. 
30, 3 1. Many other figns truly did Jefus in tht 
prefence of his difciples^ which are not written in 
ibis book : but theje are written^ that ye might be^ 
iieve that "Jefus is the Chrijl the Son of Gody arid 
that believing be might heve life through his name. 
The ample provifion made by other new teftai- 
ment writers in their epiftles, for explaining fome 
dodlrines of chriftainity, which could not fully 
be underftood during Chrift's life, fufficiently 
{hews, that they were directed by the good Spi-^ 
jit of God to employ themfelves in that way. 
And the clearnefs with which they have fet forth 
thofe dod:rines is a good proof of the fulfilment of 
the promife of Chrift, wherein >he aftured his 

JE ? apoftles^ 
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apoftles, a little before he left them, that the 
Comforter^ the Holy Gboji^ whom the Father 
'would Jend in bis name^ fiould teach them all 
things, and bring all things to their remembrance^ 
ivhatjbever be bad /aid to them: John XIV. 26. 

Now it was of great importance, that fome 
of thefe perfon8, thus infallibly guided, fhould 
commit to writing the fubftance of the chri- 
ilian doctrine, and the fads to which it appeals 
as teftimonies of its divine original. For not- 
withftanding the wonderfiil efficacy of preaching 
the gofpel in the primitive age, by perfbns thus 
affifted, and attended with miraculous powers : 
if God in the wifdom of his providence did not 
think fit to continue thefe miraculous powers in 
all generations, as it does not appear he did ; and 
if in this ft ate of the cafe there had been no writ- 
ten rule provided ; there muft have been the ut- 
moft danger of lofing the trae docftrine of chri- 
ftianity, by reafbn of the great uncertainties to 
which oral tradition is neceflarily liable. 

But it will be faid concerning fome traditions, 
that they are not meerly oral, but taken from 
very ancient writings, near the time of the apo- 
ftles, tho' not contained in the books of the new 
teftament. Now a flagrant inftance of the un- 
certainty even of thefe traditions is that of fet- 
tling the time for celebrating Eajier: and with 
that I (hall content myfelf, inftead of entring 
into a larger account. According to * Eufebius, 
this controverfy was as ancient as Poiycarp\ 
time ; who is ^id to have been a hearer and dif- 
fiple of the apoftle ^obn. He, and with him 
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the churches oiAfia obferved Eajiery as the J ads 
did their paffover, on the fourteenth day of the 
moon : while Anicetus bifhop of Rome^ with 
the weftern churches, kept it always on the firft 
day of the week. The controverfy lafted many 
ages; both fides claiming apojiolical tradition i 
the one declaring they derived it from St. yohn^ 
the other from St. Peter. And the confequencc 
was; that in the end of the fecond century, Vi^ 
£lor bifhop of Rome excommunicated all the 
churches oiAfia ^ and cut them off at one ftroke. 
Yet the controverfy was not ended, till in the 
fourth century the Nicene council, by the meer 
force of numbers, decided it in favour of the wejiern 
churches. And then what became of the apo^ 
ftolical tradition^ derived from St. John^ and fol- 
lowed for fo many generations by the churches in 
AJia? 

But the Romanijis infift, that we are indebted 
to tradition for one confiderable reafon why wc 
receive thofe very Scriptures, which are the rule of 
our faith. Be it fo : yet this will never help the 
caufe of their traditions. For befides that the 
tradition, upon which we receive the books of the 
new teftament, is vaftly different from that upon 
which their unfcriptural do<3:rines and practices arc 
grounded ; it is to the books themfelves that we 
are indebted for the certainty of the things they 
contain, and not to the tradition which afTures 
us that they were written by the immediate fol- 
lowers of Chrifl. The tradition, upon the cre- 
dit whereof we receive the books of the new te- 
ftament, is not that of a particular perfbn or 
phurch, cpncerrjing a thing 4id to have been be- 
lieved 
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iicved or praAifed a great while before any writ- 
ten account was given of it : but it is the con* 
curring acknowledgment both of friends and 
enemies of chriftianity, in different parts of the 
world, and in feveral fucceeding ages, that thofe 
books were written by the perfons to whom they 
are afcribed ; and more efpecially a ftrong con- 
GDUTing evidence, from many hands in the early 
ages of the church, that thofe books were con- 
ftantly read in the afiemblies of chriflians, as the 
rule (X their religion, and that the dodrine con- 
tained in them was known and oppofed by its 
enemies, as the dodtrine of Jefus Chrift, 

But tfao' this tradition is fufficient to afiiire us, 
that the books of the new teftament were the 
genuine virritings of Chrift's immediate followers, 
and acknowledged by the primitive chriflians as 
fuch : ftill the grand queftion is, whether not- 
withjftanding this tradition, we are not indebted 
to the books themfclves for the certainty of the 
things they contain 5 or whether the things con- 
tained in thofe books could have been conveyed 
with certainty^ down to our times, by the means 
of oral tradition. 

If we can make any judgment in this cafe frona 
what we fee in other inftances; all certainty 
muft have been ioft long before this time ; and, 
for want of a written word, it would have been 
in the power of priefts to have tramp'd up what-- 
ever they pleafed, for a divine tradition, as we 
fee they do at this day, where the written word 
is kept from the people. We fee that a fingle 
narrative ot relation of a faft, tho' attended 
with but few drcumflances, in a few weeks 

fuffers 
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fnffcrs gfeat alterations, in being carried about 
only by word of mouth. How great would be 
the alteration at the end of two or three ages; if 
the matter was not by that time quite forgotten ? 
How much greater variation then, (I am fpeak* 
ing of the ordinary courfe of things) how much 
greater variation, I fay, muft fo large a narra- 
tion, as that of the whole evangelical hiftory, 
and fiich a fyftem of dodtrine, as that delivered 
by Chrift and his apoftles, have fuffered, if it had 
not been committed to writing ? And what ne- 
cefBty was there of a ftanding miracle in favour 
of oral tradition, when a written word would 
anfwer all the purpofes we could defire ? 

The doftrine of the new teftament is of a largd 
compafs. The preceptive doctrine itfelf is very 
copious^ And there is fo much of moment in 
the hiftory of Chrift, for fatisfying us that he 
came from God to deliver thofe precepts, and to 
enforce them with thofe motives which make up 
another part of his dod:rine; fo much of mo- 
ment in writing down the period of time 
wherein he appeared, and in naming places and 
perfons, known to agree with the hiftory of that 
time ; fo much of moment in the circumftances 
of his birth, and manner of life, the miracles he 
performed, the pt^^^iiecies to which he appealed^ 
the predidtion&he hiinielf delivered, the death he 
fiifl^red, his ri&tg from that death, and fending 
down the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoft up-^ 
on his inimediate followers: that the dodbine 
itfelf, notwrithftanding all his declarations of the 
importance of receiving it, would in the courfe 
of a few ages have had very little regard p^id to 

it. 
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it, if there had been no fuch circutnftances to at* 
tend it. And now will any man pretend, that 
all thefe could in any tolerable meafiire, accord- 
ing to the ordinary courfe of things, have been 
preferred by tradition^ fo as to gain any degree of 
credit, 500 or 1000 years after the things were 
laid to be tranfafted ? He muft have a judgment 
very different from that of mankind in general, 
who can believe it. And if the fiibftancc of 
Chrift's dodkrine, together with the hiflorical 
fafts which fupport it, would in all probabi- 
lity have been loft, without a written word to 
convey the true account of them : what credit 
can we rationally give to xho{t JUppofed traditions 
of the apojilesy which were not committed to 
writing ? or what reafon have we to believe it was 
ever defigned by the apoftles that fuch traditions 
Ihould be prefer ved, which were not by them- 
fclvcs committed to writing, as the main dodrine 
and the hiftorical fads were ? 

It is further to be noted, that the tradition 
above defcribed is not the only reafon why we 
receive the books of the new teftament. For 
the intrinfic goodnefs of the moral dodtrine con- 
tained in thofe books fpeaks for itfelf. And as 
to thofe things, which are peculiar to chriftiani- 
ty : they are fo far from being inconfiftent with 
that reafon and judgment, which teach us to 
fubmit to whatever upon good evidence appears 
to have the ftamp of divine authority ; that they 
approve themfelves to a ferious mind, as being 
well fuited to the condition of thofe to whom 
the gofpel is offered. But the traditions of the 
Romijh church, befides that they are defedlive in 

external 



>t>- \i: 



external evidence, are many of tlifem plainly in- 
confiftent with and contrary to the written word, 
and even to common fenfe j fo far are they de- 
ftitute of any fufficient teftimony, that ever they 
were taught by Chrift or his apoftles. If any 
of them can be proved from fcripture ; thenA 
they ought not to be mentioned in contradidipn 
to it. But the greateft part of them have no pre- 
tence this way : being not only unworthy of the 
,apoftles, but manifeftly inconfiftent with their 
acknowledged dodlrine, contained in their wri- 
ting;^, and with the dodtrine of Chrift, their 
Lof-d and ours. 

To fet thefe therefore, as the church of Rome 
does, upon an equal foot with the holy fcrip- 
tures, is not onlv to weaken the faith of chri- 
ftians, but the ready way to deftroy it; by 
drawing off their minds from a due regard to 
that compleat fcheme oi found dcBrine^ which 
is a fore rule for their condud:, into an endlefi 
maze of uncertainty at the beft, and a con- 
ftant danger of more and more pernicious errors. 
And what can be the confequence of this, efpe- 
cially when the ufe of the fcriptures is denied 
to the people; but that the people muft entirely 
depend on the prieft, and receive from his mouth 
whatever he is pleafed to call tiih^r fcripture ox tra^ 
ditionf By thefe means the fcripture itfelf is in 
efFedt only parcelled out to the people by oral 
tradition. It is at this rate to very little purpofe 
that the word of Chrift is conveyed to the pre- 
fent age in writing. It can be of no efFcfl: to 
thofe who traft in traditions, as delivered to them 
by their priefts. For 'tis only the pricft's telling 
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a man, that fuch is the tradition of the church : 
and then, let the thing be ever fo contrary to 
fcripture, he muft comply. 

This is the natural tendency of putting /r^^/- 
tions upon an equal foot with fcripture. And 
\ in the church of Rome^ where this is pradtifed, 
\he event anfwers to it. The holy fcriptures are 
hereby loft to the common people: loft, to all the 
excellent purpofes for which they were defigned. 
The people's whole religion is locked up in the 
breaft of the prieft : he thinks it more for his pur- 
pofe to deal in traditions, than in the written 
word : and hence comes that prodigious igno- 
rance in matters of religion, which reigns among 
the common people j and from which, while 
this continues to be their condition, there is no 
hope of reftoring them. 

I cannot leave this article without taking fome 
notice of a text or two of fcripture, upon which 
the * papifts lay a great ftrefs in favour of tradi- 
tion. iT'heffWl. 15. nerefore^ brethren, Jiand 
faji, and hold the traditions which ye have been 
taught y whether by word or our epijlle. And ch. 
III. ver. 6. We command you, brethren, in the 
name of our Lord Jefus Chrtfi, that ye withdraw 
yourfehes from every brother that walketh difor^ 
derly^ and not after the tradition which he re-- 
ceived of us. To the fame purpofe they quote 
I Cor. XL 2. 2 T'im. I. 13. II. 2. III. 14. 
But concerning thefe, and all others of like kind, 
it is fufficient to fay in one word : that they ma- 
nifeftly relate to what thefe chriftians, and the 
cvangelift Timothy in particular, had with their 

own 
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own ears heard from an infpired apoftle, and fo 
were in no danger of forgetting ; which cafe is 
intirely different from that of traditions, handed 
down by word of mouth from one generation to 
another, by perfons not infpired. So that there 
is not the leafl refemblance between the tradi- 
tions here fpoken of, and thofe of the church of 
'Rome. 

The fecond article of pope Fius\ creed is 
this. 



II. I do admit the holy fcripture in 
the fame fenfey which holy mother church 
hath held and doth hold\ whofe huftnefs 
it is to judge of the true fenfe aftd inter- 
pretation of the holy fcriptures : nor will 
I ever receive or interpret them other- 
wife than according to the unanimous 
confent of the Fathers. 

From the tenor of this article it appears, that 
the fcripture in general is accounted fo obfcure, 
even in things of greatefl importance, that the 
common people mufl by no means be allowed 
to take their own fenfe of it, but mufl have re- 
courfe to the interpretation of the church. But 
this is quite contrary to the tenor of Chrifl's do^ 
^rine: who exhorted, and even charged and com- 
manded the common people, to fearch thefcrip^ 
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tureSy in which they thought they had eternal life : 
and gave this reafon for it ; becauje thofe fcrip- 
turcs tcfiified of him. John V. 39. Now this 
exhortation, and this reafon for it, he could 
never have given, if he had thought it out of the 
power of the common people, by ^iY\gtv\tJearcb 
to underftand the fcriptures, or to fee that they 
did indeed tejlfy of him. And further : if we 
will believe an apoftle of Chrift, the fcripture is 
able to make us wife unto falvation^ through faith 
in Chrift yefus y being given by injpiration of God^ 
for this very purpofe^ that it may be profitable for 
doBrine, for reproofs for correSlion^ for inftru- 
61 ion in right eoujnefs ; that the man of God may be 
perfeSt^ thoroughly furnijhed unto good works. 
2 I'im III. 15, 16, 17. Now thefe ends it is 
impoflible the fcripture (hould ever anfwer, if it 
be fo very obfcure in thofe things upon which 
falvation depends, that a fincere enquirer, of an 
ordinary capacity, could not be able to under- 
ftand it, or would, for want of the church's 
help, be in danger of perverting it to his ruin. 
They were not, it feems, fo difficult, but that 
Timothy had known them from a child:, even thofe 
very Jcriptures^ which, in the next words, 
St. Paul tells him were able to^make him wife unto 
falvation. And yet it does not appear, that in 
his childhood he had any other teachers, than his 
grandmother Lois^ and his mother Eunice. 

But the Romanijls pretend to prove, from fcrip* 
ture itfelf, -f- that * the fcripture is not clear and 
* plain in all things neceflary ; that is to fay, in 
^ all fuch ppints wherein our j&lvation is fo far 

* concerned 
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^ concerned, that the mifunderftanding and mii^ 

* interpreting of it may endanger our eternal 

* welfare/ They quote for that purpqfe St. Pe- 
ter's words, 2 Pet. III. i6. that in St. PaulV epi- 
files there are fome things bard to be underjiood^ 
which they who are unlearned and unjlable wrejiy 
as they do alfo the other fcriptures^ unto their own 
deftrudlion. 

Now in anfwer hereto it is evident, that the 
things hard to he underjlood^ whether in St. FzuVs 
epiJileSy or in the other JcriptureSy could not be 
the things necellary to falvation : for they muft 
be plain ; or elfe they cannot anfwer the end, 
w^bich St. Paul himfelf declares they are able to 
anfwer, and for which they were manifeftly given; 
which is, to make us wife unto falvation^ 2 Tim. 
III. 15, i6» But when men will leave thofe 
tbings which are plain and of neceifary uie, and 
will lay a ftrefs upon thofe which are really hard 
and myfterious ; of which kind there are un- 
doubtedly fome things in St. PauH writings; 
when right or wrong they will needs make thefe 
to ierve their own fehemes and defigns : they are 
then by the righteous judgment of God permitted 
to ran into fuch labyrinths of error, as endanger 
their falvation. And thefe are the unlearned and 
unftable men the apoftle fpeaks of. 'Tis plain he 
does not mean that kind of /<?jr«;»^, which relates 
to languages and arts ; but lojiability in religion. 
Such were fome in the apoftles days : who had 
learned chriftianity to fo little purpofe, and were 
io far from being well ejlablijhed in it, that they 
wou'd be of any fide to avoid perfecution ; and 
yet made mighty pretenfions to extraordinary 
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knowledge in the fecrets of the Almighty. Were 
it not for their inftability and corrupt bials, even 
the i&^r^ paffages of fcripture would not have been 
perverted^ or mifinterpreted to their own damage; 
but, with the help of time and diligence, impro- 
ved to fome ufeful purpofe. It was their own 
cormpt difpofition, that hindered their learnings 
and rendred them unfiable. And yet even thefe 
unlearned and unfiable men are neither by this nor 
any other text forbidden the ufe of fcripture \ or 
referred to tradition as a plainer and fafer rule ; or 
direfted to authoritative interpreters. Nor will 
their abufing and perverting fome difficult parts of 
fcripture ever prove j that all fcripture (hould be 
kept from the people ; or that tradition is to be 
depended on inftead of it ; or that the fenfe of 
mother church fhould be fetch'd from an autho- 
ritative interpreter. The very contrary is the true 
inference. That is to fay : if fome men, through 
the inftability and corrupt biafs of their minds, 
pervert fome parts of fcripture to their own da- 
mage ; we ought with fincere minds to ftudy the 
whole, and improve the knowledge we gain to 
the beft and moft ufeful purpofes. 

In like manner * the Romanifts pervert that 
other faying of the fame apoftle, 2 Pet. I. 20. 
that no prophecy oj the fcripture is of any private 
interpretation. For the apoftle himfelf, in the 
very next words, fhews that hereby he only 
means, that prophecy came not from the profdiet's 
own fuggeftion, but from the infpiration of God. 
Ver. 2 1 . For the prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man ; but holy men of God fpake as 

they 
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they were mowdbytbe holy Ghoji. It is plain there- 
fore, that the apoiftle had no thought of forbid- 
ding or difcouraging private perfons from inter- 
preting fcripture for themfelves : but rather would 
excite all chriftians to ftudy the fcriptures, and 
particularly the prophetical, as the fubjeft he was 
treating of led him ^ becaufe the prophets fpoke, 
not by their own impulfe, but that of the Spirit 
of God. 

But it is farther pretended, * that * Chrift has 

* left his church, and her paftors and teachers, 

* to be our guides in all controverfies relating to 
^ religion, and confequently in the underftanding 

* of holy writ/ And for this purpofe the author 
of the Grounds, &c. produces a paffage, which 
does not at all relate to the interpreting of holy 
writ, but only to the infpired teaching and teach- 
ers of Chrift's dodtrine in the primitive times, 
'Tis in Eph. IV. ii — 15. Concerning which I 
(hall only obferve; that the paftors and teachers 
there fpoken of, were the infpired paftors and 
teachers of thofe primitive times. For they, as 
well as the apojlles and prophets and evangelijis^ 
are mentioned by the apoftle as giftSy given by 
our Lord, when he ajcended into heaven. And 
concerning the fame infpired teachers, particular- 
ly the apojlles y are thofe words of St. ^ohn to be 
underftood, which are by this author moft pre- 
lumptuoufly applied to the paftors and teachers 
of the prefent times : i Job. IV. 6. He that 
kmweth God, heareth us : by this we know the jpi^ 
rit of truths and the fpirit of error. Let them, 
who wou'd fet up any teachers at this day with 

this 
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this authority, firft prove, that they are inspired 
with the lame divine, infallible Spirit. 

This the Romanijis cannot pretend to do. And 
yet you fee by this article, they are refolved that 
the church, and not the fcripturcs, Ihall be the 
foundation of a chriftian's faith. And therefore 
the eftablifhing of this article is doing the very 
thing, which our blefled Lord charges upon the 
Scribes and PharifeeSj Mat. XV. 9. making the 
commandment of God of no effeSl by their traditi- 
ons. For let it be ever fo certain, that the fcrip- 
turcs, are the word of God, and defign'd by him 
to be the rule of our faith and practice : yet you 
fliall never be the better for that, becaufc you are 
obliged to take them in that fenfe, not which you 
yourfelf fee they contain, but which the church 
fhall be pleas'd to impofe upon you j that is, in 
fhort, what the priefts fhall think fit toldecree. 
For after all their folemn talk 6f mother churchy 
and of antiquity y unity ^ univerfalityy and the 
like, as marks of the true church, in all which 
points the truth is really againft them ; it is noto- 
rious, that what the church of Rome requires you 
to obey is the decrees of her priefts. Thefe make 
themfelves the very church. And you do by this 
article abfolutely profefs faith in the church : and 
declare, as the * fynod of T!rent does, that it is her 
bufinefs and right to judge concerning the true fenfe 
of fcripture. The confcquence whereof, as this 
decree is form'd in a direct oppofition to private 
judgment, is, that your own judgment about the 
meaning and intent of God's word ftands for no- 
thing: in which cafe the word.itfelf \^ of no ef 
feSi to you. 

* SefT. IV. deer, de can. fcript. B^^t 
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But how contradidory are thefe things to the 
common fenfe of mankind ? If there is a revela- 
tion given from heaven for our guidance in the 
way thither ; and if this revelation declares, that 
according to our reception of it, and by the rules 
contained in it, we fhall be judged at the laft day ; 
and if we muft every one be judged for himfelf, 
as it is certain we muft : then it is of the higheft 
importance, that we judge every one for himfelf 
concerning the mind of God contain 'd in fcrip- 
tiire, and not fufFer the church, or any body of 
men in the world, to judge for us. But then the 
Romijh church would be utterly ruined : and 
therefore it is no wonder that they lay it for a 
fundamental article, that private judgment is by 
no means to be allowed. 

But let us look a little farther into the monr 
flirous abfiirdity of this article, confidered as 
bound upon the confqiences of the common peo- 
ple. Every one of them is hereby obliged to re^ 
ceive the holy fcripture in the fame fenfe which ho- 
iy mother church hath held and doth hold: and the 
conclufion of the creed tells you, that without 
this you cannot he faved. And did pope Pius 
really believe, that it was in the power of every 
private chriftian to know what fenfe mother 
church always had, and has at this day, con- 
cerning the feveral parts of fcripture ; or that be- 
lief muft or can be fufpended by every private 
chriftian, till he comes to be acquainted with this 
{axciz fenfe of holy mother church ? Has that which 
he calls holy mother church always and in all 
points believed and ptofcfTed the fame things ? 
Has there not been a great diverfity of fenti- 
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inents in the church concerning fbme paflages of 
fcripture? And is not fuch diverfity very con fi- 
ftent with a found faith, and a chriftian life ? 
But on which fide foever the truth is ; how fliall 
a private chriftian, not train'd up to literature, 
but engaged in conftant bufinefs for his neceflary 
fupport ', how, I fay, (hall fuch a one be able to 
kno\V what have been the fentiments of the 
church in all paft ages ? How ftiall he fearch in- 
to all ecclcfiaftical antiquity, and judge concern- 
ing it ? And indeed, if he could -, to what pur- 
nofe would it be, with regard to his own moil 
important intercfts ? / 

It is plain, that fuch a perfon cannot himielf 
form the judgment, which by tliis article he is 
obliged to make. It is therefore as plain, that 
he is to take tlie prieft's word for it. What the 
the pricft tells him is and always has been the fenfe 
f>f the churchy he muft be obliged to believe. 
Vet CNxn here he will be in a miferable ftate of 
uncertainty j bccaufe the priefts themfelves, and 
the greatcit doftors of their church, differ among 
thcmiclves, about the interpretation of fcripture. 
And therefore there is no way of coming at a 
folid fatisfadion, but the true proteftant way, of 
getting the beft helps we can, and then judging 
tor our felves. 

I {ball only juft obferve, concerning the latter 
part of this article, wherein the private chriflian 
promifes never to interpret fcripture oiber^ife 
ttan according to the unanimous confent of the fa- 
$i0rt\ that the neceffary confequence is, hemuil 
^(^ interpret the fcripture at all, or take it in 
"jwy fenfe whatever. For it is ccnitain, from the 
^k^ writings 
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writings of the fathers, that there was no fucH 
thing as a unanimous confent among them ; that 
in the fame age fome differed from others, as well 
as that one generation produced fentiments con- 
trary to thofe of former ages: and not only fo ; 
but that the fathers differ 'd from themfelves, juft 
as men in the prefent age are known to do. 
What becomes then of this unanimous confent of 
the fathers^ or what bufinefs has any chriflian 
to make it an article of his faith ? But fo the 
church of Rome has by the mouth of pope Pius 
decreed : and herein has evidently taught for do^ 
Brines the commandments of men. 
The third article is as follows. 



III. / do profefs and believe : that 
there are truly and properly f even facra-^ 
ments of the new law^ injlttuted by Je- 
fus Chri/ij and necejfary to the falva-^ 
tion of mankind^ tho not all of them 
necejfary to every one ; that is to fay^ 
baptifm^ confirmation^ the eucharijly 
penc^ncey extreme unStion^ orders^ and 
matrimony: and that they confer grace : 
and that among thefe^ baptifm and or^ 
ders cannot be reiterated without facri- 
lege. I do likewife receive and admit 
the received and approved rites of the 
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catholic church in thefolemn adminijira^ 
tion of all the aforefaid facraments. 

This article introduces a trifling difpute about 
the number oi facraments \ trifling in this re* 
fpedt, becaufe it is about the nnieaning of a word, 
which is never once in the whole new teftament 
ofed in that fenie, to which it is here applied 
But befides this, the article is full fraught with 
errors : and ends, like the two preceding, with 
a blind, implicit faith in the church ; admitting 
and receiving all the received rites of the churchy 
be they ever fo inconfiftent with th^ wrkten 
commands of the great legiflator. 

With regard to thefe rites of adminiftration^ I 
cannot forbear obferving, how much the church 
of Rome has darkened the plain inflitutions of 
Chrift by fuperflitious additions of her own. 
Particularly, the ordinance of baptifm, which in 
its naked fimplicity clearly holds forth the de- 
figns for which it was appointed, is moft mife-^ 
rably defaced and abufcd by the exorcifms, or 
driving out of devils, the breathings, the impo- 
fitions of hands, the fait, the oil, the incenfe, 
the fpittle, and a great number of other addi- 
tions, to which the Roman ritual dire<3:s, bat 
which have no footflep in Chrift's own inftitu- 
tion. In the euchariid they have added the ido- 
latrous adoration of the* hoft: not to mention 
the luftrations of the people, the variety of the 
prieft's garments according to difllerent feaforis, 
the frequent joinings of his hands, croflings of 
his breailj kneelings^ turnings of his whole bo^ 

dy. 
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dy, Ifghtlrtg of caiidks in bfoad dafy-Hght, cere* 
rtioftie^ at uticdvering ami covefhig Khe pyxis, fc- 
j>aration of priefts amd people in communicating^ 
ferving the priefts always firft, and ftrany mott 
partfculars, which might be mctftion'd. Innn-*- 
mefabfe almoft are the ceremonies, with which 
the church of Rome has darkened and difguifed 
thefe two plain inftitutions of Chrift. No won^ 
der therefore, that they are fo ceremonious in 
t>ther points. No wonder, that their own facra-* 
merit of penance, which you are to take for the 
whote procefs of Chriil's doftrine of repentance, 
requires the fefvile kneeling to the prieft, in con- 
feffion and abfoiution 5 and the endlcls fupcrfti- 
tions of obeying his commands, arbitrarily en- 
joined as fatisfadioris for fin. Nor is there any 
room to Wonder at the tirefbme, unfeaibnable ce- 
remonies ufed in extreme unftion, about a poor 
dying creature, who wants all the comfort his 
friends can give him : or at the magnificence of 
their facrament of orders, in fetting one frail 
mortal apart to minifter in holy things to others, 
fo vaftly different from the fimplicity of the pri- 
mitive times. To fay nothing of the other Ro^ 
mijh facfaments : thefe things, one would think, 
(hould be enough with thofe who have ever ftu- 
died their bible, to convince them, that popery 
is fomething very different from chriftianity. For 
if they are the lame thing; why docs popery fo 
much abound in ritUals, arid lav fucn a ftrefs 
upon them ? why are not papirfs content ^ith 
Chriffs own diredlions. Which in the fitual kind 
are very few ? why will they ordain fo many 
xites and ceremonies of their oWft ? and why 

ci^ially 
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efpecially will they bind them all upon the con- 
fciences of people, as of necejfity to Jahationt 
Yet this is the very cafe of this article's enjoin- 
ing the reception of the approved rites of the 
churchy compared with the conclufion of the 
creed, where the whole is declared to be of fuch 
importance, that without it no man can be faved. 
But the fame thing is more fiilly and clearly cx- 
preffed by the council of ^rent : which dirc<fHy 
pronounces * anathema upon any man who JhaU 
fayy that the received and approved rites of the ca- 
tholic churchy accujiomed to be praSiifed in the fh 
lemn adminijiration of the facr anient s^ may either 
be contemned^ or without Jin omitted by toe mini- 
Jiers : and every one knows, that by the catholic 
church they mean their own. 

Concerning the facraments themfelves^ this ar- 
ticle roundly affirms, that Jefus Ckriji has infix- 
tutedfeven^ as necefjary to the falvation of man- 
kind: and the -f- council of T^rent pronounces ac- 
curfed all thofc, whojhallfay^ that Chriji infiitu- 
ted more or kfs than feven. But how fliall wc 
come to know that Chrift has inftituted fuch a 
number of facraments; and which they are? 
Where is the inftitution ? In what part of the 
new teftament is it to be found ? Proteftants in 
general are fo unhappy, that they are not able to 
find it. But befides: if any thing like an inffi- 
tution could be found out for all thefc feyen fi- 
craments; where is the promife, by virtue of 
which they confer grace f And further j whefe 
and when did our Lord make then! all necejfary 

t$ 

♦ Seff. VII. de facram. can. 13, 
f S^ff, VII. dc iacram. can. k. 
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to the Jalvation of mankind? Their laving claufe 
will not help them in this cafe ; wherein they 
fey, that tbeje Jacraments are not all necejfary to 
every one. For there may be cafes, wherein, 
according to the exprefs tenor of the golpcl 
conftitutipn, and the declaration of Chrift him- 
fclf, not one of them fhall be neceffary to falv ac- 
tion : for example, when a man is convinced of 
the truth of the chriftian doftrine, and with 
his very heart and foul embraces it, but has not 
by the providence of God an opportunity for 
"having any one of thefe ordinances adminiftred 
to him. Such was the cafe of the thief on the 
crofs : who, according to the acknowledgment 
of Chrift . himfelf, became a hearty believer in 
him juft. before his death, and had the promife of 
entring with him that day into paradife. This 
indeed is no ground of encouragement for de- 
fpifing or negled:ing any inftitution, which really 
has the ftamp of Chrift's authority, when the 
good providence of God allows opportunity to 
comply with it ; nor would I dare to promife 
fafety to apy man in that cafe. But however, it 
is a proper rebuke to the confidence of pope Pius-, 
who declares all the feven Romifh facraments 
to be necejfary to the fahation of mankind: and 
of the council of Trent; which curfes to the pit 
of hell * all thofe who fhall fay they are not necef- 
fary to fahation; and curfes || all thofe likewife^ who 
fhall jay that any one of the feven is not truly and 
frpperly a facrament tnjlituted by Jefus Chrift. 

But befides the prefumption of thefe declarati- 
ons, and the unchriftian bitternefs of the curfes, 

there 

f Concil. Trid. Seff. VII. dc facnun. can. 4. J can. 1. 
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there are corruptions of a pernicious nature in the 
dodlrinal part of the Romijh facraments. The very 
notion of an indekbk cbaraSter^ given in bmptijm^ 
which is the rcafon afligncd by the * council ctf 
Florence why that ordinance fliould not be reite- 
rated, has a tendency to nuke children, when 
they grow up, neglect inward and real religioQ 
as unneceflary. And as the fame indekbk cbar0>- 
Ber is iikewife affirmed to be -f- impreffed on the 
foul in the facrament of confirmation, which is 
ufually adminiftred to very young people ^ th^ 
fame dangerous indolence is hereby more encou- 
raged. By the fanje indekbk cbaraffer^ com^ 
municated in the facrament of orders^ the 
wicked men among the clergy, who 'tis to be 
feared amount to a large number, are hardned ia 
their wickednefs. 'Tis much to the like purpofe^ 
that the council of Florence J affirms concerning 
the facrament of the euchariJft, that in reJpeB y 
fufienance^ increafe^ recruit^ and delight ^ it operates 
all that effeSl with regard to the fpiritual life^ 
which material food and drink operate with regard 
to the corporeal. And from this dodtrine, and 
from the commands of the || canon law to givv 
this ^crament as a viaticum to dying malefadx)i9 
and others, it is no wonder that the conun(H> 
people fhould look upon it as a fort of chanH' in 
the very external action itfelf, to defend ttvs 

* Concil. Flor. apadLabbe, torn. XIII. pag. 535. f ibifl ' 
X Omnem efie^him, quern materialis cibus & potus qaoad tdtan 

agunt corperalem, foftentando, aiigendo, repanmdo & dble6bkiido^ 

facramentum lux: quoad vitam (qpepatyr ^piiitqajem* I^^bHf C^fctL 

/tf«i. XIII. ^. 537, 
H Deer. part. II. cauf. 13. quaeft. 2. cap. 30. Decret. Gicgar. 

lib. V. tit. 18. cap. 2. tit. 38. cap. 1 1. Clcmcntin. lib. V. tit. 9. 

cap. I. 
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ibul from all evil, and thereby incur the danger 
pf hegleding the true defign of facraments, and 
of becoming ftrangers to ferious religion. Tran- 
filbftantiation, another dodrinal part of this fa- 
crament, will be confidered in an article by itfelf], 
9nd therefore I fliall fay nothing of it now. 

But how abominably does the church of Rome 
ufurp the divine prerogative, and enflave the con-r 
iciences of men, in their pretended facrarrtent 
of penance ? How diredtly do auricular confef^ 
fion and prieftly abfolution, as eftabliftied and 
praftifed in that church, tend to make vicious 
fXijcn defpife the thought of reftraining corrupt 
afifedions j when they fee, that upon confeffing 
fo a prieft, fubmitting to the penance enjoined, 
and receiving abfolution, which it is no difficult 
matter to come at, they may repeat their beloved 
fins as often as they will, and make no doubt 
oif getting a compleat abfolution from all fins 
when they come to die? And what miferablc 
ftraits are the * papifts reduced to, for fiipport- 
ing this their facrap:ient of penance, when they 
arc forced to have their chief recourfe to exprefli^ 
ons which are manifefl:ly figurative j fuch as thofe 
of our .Saviour, y(?/&;^ XX. 22, 23. and Mat. 
XVIII. 16. and in oppofition both to reafon and 
fcripturc will needs take thpm in a literal knk ? 
Theformer of thefe texts is a commiffion givea 
by onr Lord to his apofl:les : and, upon compa-^ 
ring it with other paffages of the new tefl:ament, 
plainly appears to relate to the awful efFeds of 
their preaching that gofpel, the reception of 
)¥hich would J^ure the forgiveneis of fins, ai^d 

H the 

i^ See Grounds of cath. do£i. pag. 21. 
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the rejection of which would faften men's £a$ 
upon them. It is in reality the fame commiflBon, 
which was given in plainer words, Mark XVI. 
15, 16. Go ye into all the ivorU, anjpreacff the 
go/pel to every creature : he that helievetb and 
is baptized Jhall be Javed ; but he that believetb fwt 
Jhall be damned. The apoftles, by their preach- 
ing, were to be the happy inftruments of con- 
veying this falvation : and therefore their preach- 
ing is, in a figurative way of fpeech, not unaptly 
ftiled remitting of Jin. And in like manner 
all good chriftians, even they who are not ^nt 
forth to preach, are affured by the apoftle yames^ 
V. 20. that if they become the happy means <rf 
converting a firmer from the errpr of bis nvay^ 
they Jloall fave a foul from death. And as the 
word preached by the apoftles would be furc to 
have its effeft, whether received or rejected : fo 
the apoftles, who preached it, might for the feme 
reafon be faid to retain the fins of thofe who rc- 
jedted it, as to remit the fijis of thofe who em- 
braced it. The fcripturesabpund with figurative 
expreflions of this kind 5 where the efiFeft is af- 
cribed to the inftrument employed, even in cafes 
where it is moft evident, that God himfelf is the 
grand efficient. So Jer. I. 9, 10. God him- 
felf tells the prophet, See I have Jet thee this 4ay 
over the nations and over the kingdoms^ to root out, 
and to pull downy and to defiroy^ and to tbroiw 
down ; to build and to plant. The meaning of 
which expreflions, it is manifeft, can be no morCi 
than that God fent him to deliver to the nations 
that word of his, which, if not complied with, 
fhould have thefe terrible efFe^as. It is plain, by 

the 



[ 59 ] nr. 

the conduft of the apoftles, that they thus un- 
derftood their mailer's words in the XXth of 
yobn^ and not of receiving fecret confeffions, 
and thereupon giving abiblution : for there is not 
one fyllable in the whole new teftament which 
intimates they were ever fo employed. And yet 
they muft have been the fitteft men in the world 
to grant fuch abfolutions : and accordingly fuch 
crouds would have flocked daily to them,that they 
would have had no time to do any thing elfe, if 
they themfelves had believed that Chrift gave 
them authority for that purpofe. 

As to that other text, Mat. XVIIl. it fignifies, 
that wherever any fociety of chriftians, acting 
agreeably to the known mind of Chrift, with- 
drew from a diforderly perfon, their condud: 
therein fhould be ratified and approved of God ; 
and that they fhould have the fame divine appro- 
bation when, upon fuch perfons repentance, they 
received him again. But all this is fpoken to the 
apoflles, not in their apoftolical charader, but 
corifidered in general as fubjedls of the kingdom of 
heaven^ as appears from the foregoing parts of the 
&me chapter. 

As to the power of binding and loojing^ promi- 
fcd to St. Peter ^ Mat. XVI. 19. that has a mani- 
fcfl connexion with the grant niade to him of 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven ; that is, of 
opening the doftrine of that kingdom, by being 
firfl employed to preach it. And thus the words 
pcrfeftly agree with that other figurative text, 
yobn XX. concerning the awful eflfeds of preach- 
ing Chrifl's gofpel. ^ . 

But from fiich figurative expreflions as thefe^^ 
for mortal men to pretend to forgive the fins of 

H 2 theif 
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their fellow-creatures, in the char afttt* of ^ prt-^ 
Jidents and judges \ and, in order to this fwgive- 
nefs, to impofe what punifliments they plcafe, as 
the Romip priefts do, in their facramcnt of pe- 
nance ; is, I think, little better than a bla^he^ 
mous perverfion of Chrift's words, to a fenfe 
wliich 'tis impoffiblc (hould ever have entered into 
his mind. 

But 'tis plain, that the Romijh Clergy havq 
been long fince refolvcd to get all power, of every 
kind, into their own hands : and fince they had 
no other way to arrive at temporal power, than 
by pretending that it is the confequence of their 
fullnefs of fpiritual power, committed to them 
by Jefus Chrift; no wonder, that they have 
catched at any appearances from fuch words of 
our Saviour, as they thought might moft eafily 
be perverted to their purpofe. It is too evident, 
that with this view they have abufed the texts 
juft now confidered. And when by foch me- 
thods the laity have been perfuaded, that it was 
in the power of priefts to forghe or to retain their 
Jim, ', no wonder that upon their claim the igno- 
rant people, and ignorant fuperftitious princes 
too, have been ready to give up all power into 
their hands. It was after a train of fuch impa- 
dent claims on the one hand, and wretched 
fubmiflions on the other, that pope Boni- 

face 

* The council of Treftt not only afcrlbes to priefts the chaftider 
6^ prejldents and judges^ for remitting or retaining of fins ; Seff. XIV. 
cap. 5. de fcenit. and fpeaks of the penitents lA 'Cdnfeflion as 
brought before a tribunal, that by^J^fentence tf the prifft tb^ mn^ 
be deli<vered from their Jins; caj^J^but in the 9th canon of the 
fame feffion pronounces a foleinn anathema' xxf on any one who fhall 
deny, that the facramentai edffolution (fihefritfih ajudictklk^. 
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jface VIII. had the affurance to £iy, what is 
fincc made an authentic part of the canon 
law ; * Both /words are in the power of the 
church ; to wit, thejpiritual Jword, and the ma-' 
terial: but this indeed is to be exercifed for the 
church ; that by the church : this by the hand of 
the prieji\ that by the hand of kings and foldiers^ 
but at the beck and according to the patience of the 
frieji. Now it is necejfary, that there be ajword 
under afword\ and that the temporal authority be 

fubjeB to the fpiritual power, therefore ij the 

earthly power deviates from its duty, it Jhall be 
judged by the fpiritual power : if the inferior Jpi- 
ritual power deviates, it Jhall be judged by itsfu- 
perior: but if the fupreme, by God alone i it can-- 
not he judged by man. 

The pernicious tendency, and the dreadful re- 
al confcquences of the Romijh facrament of pe- 
nance, with regard to th? unlimited power which 
it p^ts into the hands of the prieft, by revealing 
to him every fecret of the penitent's mind, mull be 
my apology for fpending fo much time upon it. It 
muft be own'd, that all the Romijh lacraments 
are not equally corrapt and dangerous ; and that 
many things in them might be bcwrne with, if 
there was not fuch a ftrefs laid upon them. Thus 
as to confirmation ; it ia notorious, that great 
numbers of proteflants pradtiie it. And if any 

chriftians 

• UterquiB erge eft in poteftatc eccldbe ; fpiritalis fcilicet gladi- 
nSy Sc matdrialis : fed is quideiii pro eccleiia, ille vero ab ecclefia 
exercendus ; ille facerdotis, is manu regum & militum, fed ad nu- 
turn & patientiam iaoerdotis. Oportet autem gladium efib fub gla- 
qioy & temporalem attAoritatem fpiritali fubjici poteftad. — Ergo fi 
deyiat terrena poteftas, judicabitur a poteftate fpirituali : (ed fi de« 
viat fpiritalis xninory a fuo fuperiori : fi vero fuprexna; a folo Deo, 
non ab iiomine poterit judica|ri« Sxtntv, cvmmun, di miyor. (f 
•hed. lib. I', tit. 8. caf. i. 
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chriftians choofc to have their paftor lay hands 
on catechumens, and pray for them, after they 
have been virell inftrudtied in the faith, into the 
profeffion of which they were baptized ; who 
ihall hinder them ? But this is not enough in the 
church of Rome. There this is made a facra^ 
mcnt, neceffary to fahatiQn : an indekble chara^ 
Ber is faid to be thereby imprefs'd upon the foul : 
and *tis affirm'd by the council of Florence^ that 
* the Holy Ghoji is . therein given for Jirength^ air 
be was given to the apojiles on the day of pentecoji ; 
to the end that the cbrijiian may boldly confefs the 
name of Chrijl. 

In like manner we might fay with regard to 
extreme unftion : if. any chriftians are fatisfied^ 
that their elders have that inwrought prayer of 
faithy which in the days of the apoftle ^ James 
was ufed over the fick, and which was efrcdtual 
for their recovery ; by all means let it be ufed. 
But then let it be remember'd, that this is quite a 
different thing from the Romijh facrament : where 
the undtion is applied to J thofe only, whole life 
is delpaired of, and with a view to their death, 
and not to their recovery ; where it is ufed chief- 
ly with the view of remitting fins, and healing 
the foul ; and with regard to which the | council 
of Trent damns you to hell, if you will not ac- 
knowledge it to be a facrament irijlitutedby Chrijl i 
or if you deny ** that it remits fns j or affirm, 
that it has ceafedy as being originally only a gift 
of healing. Again : 

* Effedlus autem hujus facramenti eft, quia in eo datur Spiritus 
fandus ad robur, ficut datus eft apoftolis in die pentecoftes ; ut vi- 
delicet chriftianus auda^r Chrifti confiteatur nomen. Labbe, tonu 
XIII. pag, 536. + Jam. V. 15, 16. 

X Concil. Trid. Seff. XIV, de extrem. unft. cap. 3. 

" Ibid. can. i. ** can. 2. 
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Again : if any man enters into holy orders, or 
a marriage ftate 5 let him behave himfclf fiiit- 
ably to the obligations he takes upon him* But 
then, let not thofe who enter into orders pre- 
tend that they do thereby receive the gift of the 
Hol^ Gho/iy in the fame fenfe in which St. Paid 
put timothy in mind he had received it by the im^ 
pofition of bis hands : 2 ^im. I. 6. And further, 
let it be afk'd -, why are thefc two obligations, of 
orders and marriage, by the church of Rome 
made inconfiftent with each other ? when neither 
Chrift nor his apoftles ever forbad minifters to 
marry j when Paul afferted his power for that 
purpofe, and obferved that Peter and other apo- 
ftles were married men. i Cor. IX. 5. The 
author of the * Grounds does very well in ac- 
Jcnowledging here, that *the reafon why the 

* church does not allow of the marriage of the 

* clergy, is becaufe upon their entring into holy 

* orders they make a vow or folemn promife to 

* God and the church, to live continently : and 

* that (he receives none to holy orders, but thofe 

* that make this vow, becaufe {he does not 

* think it proper that they, who by their office 
' and functions ought to be wholly devoted to 
^ the fervice of God and the care of fouls, Ihou'd 
' be diverted from thefe duties by the diftraftions 

/of a married life.V The whole affair is here 
. very Juftly and truly put upon the will and plea- 
fure of the church. But who gave the church 
the power thus to determine ? who gave her the 
power to require this vow of theclergy ? when 
God iiimfelf laid no fuch reftridion i and when 

indeed 
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indeed he has plainly iignified^ that he avoided 
fuch reftridlions to any kind of perfons, to the 
end that they might live continently. As for the 
-advice given by the apoftle, i Cor. VII. 32, 33. 
that related only to the then prefent diftrefs ; aa 
appears from ver. 26. And yet, in the very fame 
chapter, ver. 2. he actually recommended ftiar- 
riage, for the fake of limng continently^ to all 
perfons vs^ithout exception. And writing to 7/- 
mothy, I I'im. IV. i, 3. he makes the for- 
bidding to marry a mark of /educing Jpirits^ and 
a doBrine of devils. And what mifchiefs the 
pretended celebacy of the Romijh clergy has in- 
troduced, by their innumerable whoredoms, a- 
dulteries, and murders of the fpurious offspring, 
and by making the clergy a body diftind: from, 
and of an oppofite intereft to the laity, their hi- 
ftory will abundantly teftify. 

But there is one corruption, which has not yet 
been mentioned : which extends itfelf to all the 
Romijh facraments; and which, tho' it was 
plainly defigned to give the priefts a plenitude 
of pbwer, yet in its natural confequences falls as 
heavy upon themfelves as upon the people. It 
is the doctrine of the neceffity of the prieft's 
good intention, in order to the efficacy of the 
facraments he adminifters. This is mentioned by 
the -f- council of Florence y in the following words, 
after the mention of all the feven facraments. 
^11 theje facraments are made up of three parts: 

that 

f Harc omnia facramenta tribos perficiuntur : videlicet rebus, 
tanquam materia; verbis, tanqoam fbnn4; & perioni miniftri 
coQferentis facramentum, cum intendone £iciendi quod facit ecde- 
£a. Quorum fi aliquid de£t, non perfidtor {kcramenfam. LabUf 
ConciL torn, XIII. pag, f^^. 
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that is to fay ^ of things^ as the matter i of words ^ 
as the form -, and of the per/on of the minifter who 
• confers the facramenty with the intention of doing 
that which the church does : of which parts if any 
one be wanting^ the facrament is not perfeBed. 
Nay, fuch a ftreis do they lay upon the right 
intention of the minifier \ as rathef to allow the 
Validity of miniftration?, which themfelves will 
by no means own to be regular, than to drop 
this grand point. Thus, within a few fentences 
after that juft now quoted : tho* they infift, that 
a * prieft is the proper minifter of the facrament 
of baptifm, and that toi him it belongs by ^is 
office to baptize ; yet, in what they call cafes of 
neccffity, they allow a layman, or a woman, or 
even a pagan, and a heretic, to baptize : but 
ftiU they make it neceflary, that the form of 
the church be obferved, and that the perfon 
miniftring intend to do that which the church 
does. 

Now the chief thing I wbu*d obferve here is 
the wicked arrogance, of prefuming to fufpend, 
upon the meer will and pleafiire of the minifter, 
all the good cfFedls defigned by Chrift in his or- 
/dinances ; for the papifts infift upon it, that all 
their feven facramcntsr are ordinances of Chrift. 
Let them ftiew, as well as they can, the con- 
fiftency of this dodlrine with the atticle now un- 
der cbnfideration ; which affirms, that all the 
feven facraments confer grace. It muft be only 
on condition that the prieft thinks fit to let them. 

I But 

• Minifter hujus facramenti eft (kcerdos i cui ex officio com*- 

f)etit baptizare. In cauia, autezn neceffitatis, non foliim facerdos 

¥el diaconus, ieid etiaxh laicus vel mulier, imo etiam paganus & 

IvcreticuB baptizare poteft ; dmnmodo fonnank ibrvet eccle^s, & 

fitcert uHindai fuodfacii €cclefi0. Ibid. 
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Bat it is farther obfervable ; that, according to 
this doffcrine, it is impofiible for a Romaniji to 
prove, that there is now any fuch thing as a 
prieft, or indeed a chriftian in the world ; be- 
caufe no Irian can certainly tell, whether the 
perfon, from whom he received orders or bap- 
tifm, performed the fervicc with the intention 
which the church requires. 

From the account which has been given of 
the Roniijh facraments it is eafy to fee : that they 
are attended with much fuperftition ; and with 
iuch grofs corruptions, as are utterly inconfiftent 
with the purity of Chrift*s dodrine : that they 
tend to draw off mens regards to inward and real 
religion : that the authority, by which they are 
bound upon the people, is inconfiftent with the 
obedience which we owe to our great legiflator % 
and the cruel bitternefs, with which they are en- 
fwced, quite oppcfite to the meek ipirit of 
chriftianity. 

The fourth article of P/»/s creed is as fol- 
lows; I 



IV* / embrace and receive all and 
every things which hath been defined 
and declared in the holy fynod of Trent 
concerning original fin and jufiification. 

l^oW the leaft that a man can do, to qualij^ 
himfelf to be a believer in this article, is to get 
himfelf well acquainted with all tbo/e tbings^ 

wbick^ 
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which the fynod of Txtnt has defined arid^ declared 
ponccrning thefe two points. And haw the com- 
mon people in all chriftian countries (hall be able 
to do this, it will be fome difficukyjto conceive. 
But in cafe all of them did come at the hiflbrical 
knowledge of all that the council of Trent has de^ 
dared and defir^ed^ the difficulty would be to 
bring them to a thorough fatisfadion, that all 
thofe declarations and decrees are right and goodi« 
Indeed, if the former articles are allowed, which, 
require us to interpret fcripture only in that 
fenfe which the church holds^ and to objerve all ec^ 
clefajiical traditions -^ then there can be no dif^ 
pute about this, or any other point. And therie- 
f(Mie, one would think, pope Pius might have 
£ived himfelf the trouble of adding any more 
articles at all ; unlejfe it were the Xlth, . wheriein 
the good catholic promifes unlimited obedience; 
or the Xllth, which curfes and condemns all 
thofe who do not embrace whatever the church 
in its councils has decreed. But if the fcripture 
is indeed the word of God ; and if, inflead of 
popes and councils, this is the rule of our faith : 
then how fhall a private chriflian, of common 
underflanding, be able to pronounce, with the 
council of ^enty that all of human kind have 
lojl their holinefs and right eoufnefs by the Jin. &f 
Adam ; [Jefs. V. § 2. deer, de peccato origin.)^ 
and yet make an exception, which the fcripture 
no where makes, for the virgin Mary^ the mo- 
ther ' of our Lord ? {Bee the conclufon of the 
fame decree.) And with regard to juflificationj 
how fhall he reconcile the words of this council, 
fefs. VL can. 32. which affirm, that a juftifid 

I 2 mam 
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that Immediately after faying^ this is niy imfy; 
Chrift added, which is broken for you. N<W 
the Romanijis themfelves acknowledge^ that «i 
the time of inftituting the holy fupper Ghrift^i 
body was not yet broken upon the crofs ; and 
that therefore in theie words be ipoke figurathrdyj 
concerning what was to be done. Why not 
therefore in thofe juft before, which our Lord 
delivered in the fame breath ? So likewife, ill 
St Luke's recital of the inftitution^ chap^ 
XXIL 20. we find our Lord faid, this cup ii 
the new tefiament^ [or new "f covenant) in my 
Bloody which is jhed for you. Now befidtes that 
here, as befdre, the blood was not yet fhed^ and 
therefore the exprefiion was manifeftly ^urative, 
referring to what would flhortly be done > why 
do not the Romanijis allow, that the cup^ the verr 
cup, which Chrift held in his hand, and which 
contained the wine reprefenting his blood, wa& 
literally and really a tejiament^ or covenant^ as wcH ' 
as contend, from a like exprefiion, that the bread' 
was Chrijfs body ? 

Theie obfervations, taken from the inititii* 
tion itfelf, plainly (hew; that the apoftle's words, 
1 Cor. X. 16. where /i&^ cup of btejjing is iaidto 
be the communion of the blood of Cbrtfi^ zxiAthi 
bread broken^ the communion of the bodf ofGbrift^ ' 
cannot fignify a real receiving of the body and Bbod"^ 
of Chrift y as the author of the * Grounds pr©^,' 
tends. For the real body and blood never weM ' 
received, nor intended ta be received, ewn by the ^ 
apoftlcs themfdves, who were prefent at the inffifii;* 
tutiori. . They, and in them all dticiples W^ 
Chrift, were commanded to keep up, by. the 
f Ai^xf, • pag. 26* a^aions 
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lftion$ of eating bread and drinking wine, the 
remembrance of Chrift^ when he fhould be ab- 
felt from them^ and not prefent with them : 
ind indeed^ the very reafon why they were here- 
b 4o remember Cbrifty was becauie in his bodily 
pre&nce he (hould not be with them. He cup 
if bkjfing therefore is the communion of Chrijfi 
fkad; and the bread broken^ the communion (f his 
My y as, by partaking of both, chriftians com« 
niemorate their Lord and Saviour, in obedience 
ID his inftitution, and thereby acknowledge 
themielves his difciples. And this is the mani- 
feft view, with which the apoftle ufes this argu- 
ment y as may be feen by its connexion with th^ 
preceding and following verfes. 

So when the fame apoftle fays, i Cor. XL 
ay, 29. Whojbever jhall eat this breads and 
irink. this cup of the Lord unnmrthily^ jhall be 
jpdlty of the io^ and blood of our Lord-, and be 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily j eateth and 
irinketh ^judgment to himjelf not difcerning the 
Lords body \ he can mean no more, than that fuch 
a pcrfon is guilty of a very unbecoming negleft 
of the great defign of that ordinance, wherein 
k k his duty to remember with thankfulnefs, 
diitt : Chrift's body was broken, and Chrift's 
blood flied for him ; and that he brings juft 
judgment upon himfelf, by having no due regard 
•(> tha^ which by the command of his Lord 
tii4$aviour he is obliged thankfully to remember. 
ffti ^ctrm^ the I^rds body is, not confidering 
"Ibe hread m the holy (upper as the appointed 
jj^&emodal of that body ; not making a Efficient 
I^Kference between the bread eaten at the Lortfsr 
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the dodrinc of tranfubftantiation was receive4 
even in the church of Rome ilfelf. 

This article is indeed a very proper criterion of 
* a thorough fubmiffion to the church ; a very fit 
trial, whether men will give up their reafon, 
and even the teftimony of their fenfesthemfelves, 
to her authority : for if a man will lubmit here^ 
he is pretty well fecured for all other fubmiffions; 
if he flands out here, there is great danger that 
he will hearken to the teftimony of fenfe and 
reafon in other matters. It is therefore no wop- 
der, that fo great a ftrefs is laid upon this one arr 
tide : and that fo many precious lives have been 
facrificed by the church of Rome to the refblur 
tion of maintaining it. But in this eagcrnds 
of her refolution (he cuts off one of. the main ar- 
guments for the credibility of the whole chriftian 
dodlrine. For if there is no depending upon the 
teftimony of fenfe : then in vain did Chrift 
himfelf appeal to the miracles he wrought, as 
evidences of his divine miflion; and in vain do wc 
now ftiew any regard to them. Either therefore 
. Chrift's miracles are no argument of the credibi- 
lity of thechriftian religion : or elfe the dodlrine 
of tranfubftantiation, which contradidts the te- 
ftimony upon which thofe miracles ftand, is falic 
and abfurd. 

But to return to pope P/V//s creed. As to that 
part of this article, which affirms /)&^ itf^i /^ 
contain a true^ proper ajid p7'opitiatary facrifice for 
the fins of quick and dead: it is fo gainful a point, 
and of fo much importance, in promifing to 
men the forgivenefs of their own fins andmoie 
of their deceafed friends; that it fignifies w>- 

thing 
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thing to objedt againft it the plain declarations 
of the author to the Hebrews ^ ch. IX. 26, 28. 
X. 16, 14. that Chriji once in the end of^ the 
"world appeared^ to put away Jin by the facrijice of 
himjelfi that he was once offered^ to bear the Jins 
of mfiny \ that we are fanSlified through the offer ^ 
ing of the body of yejus Chriji once for alhy and 
that by one offering he hath perfeBedfor ever them 
who are fanBified. All thefc, it feems, and a 
thoufand more declarations of fcripture, muft 
Hand * for nothing, when once the authority of 
the church is concerned in an article of faith. Yet^' 
to thofe who have any regard to fcripture, thefe 
texts plainly fliew ; that, under the difpenfation 
of the gofpel, Chrift is the only prieft who could 
ofier propitiatory facrifice 5 and that he has done 
it completely once for all. It is not therefore in 
the power of any perfon upon earth to repeat that 
facrifice, which Chrift alone could ofFer: befidcs 
that by offering // once for ally Chrift fhewcd he did 
not defign it mould ever be repeated. The only 
lacrifices the new teftament acknowledges left for 
men to offer, are thofe of praife and thankfgi-^ 
vingy and doir^ good to one another, out of gra- 
titude towards God ; Heb. XIIL 15, 16. And 
as for offering any facrifice in behalf of the dead; 
the new teftament knows nothing of it : but. oa 
the contrary fignifies, that, upon leaving this pre- 
sent ftate of trial, mens condition is fo determined, 
,that every one jhall^ at the judgment feat of Chrift y 
receive the things done in his bodVy according to 
that which be bath done^ whether tt begoodoraad. 
:2 Cor. V. 10. And cpnfequently any fccrifices 
•ffered m their behalf can avail nothipg. But 

K 2 jnotwithftandin^ 
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notwithftanding all this, the church of Rome 
will be obeyed : and accordingly, it is thus de- 
creed in the fynod of Trent. * If any man/haU 
fay s that the facrifice of the Mafs is only a 
facrifice of praife and tbankjgivingy or a meer 
commemoration of the facrifice completed on the 
crofs^ but not propitiatory 5 or that it is profita- 
ble only to the receiver s or that it ought not to be 
offered for the living and the deady Jor fins^ for 
punijkments^ for fatisfaSiionSy and other necejfi^ 
ties : let him he accur/ed. 



VI. / alfo co?ifefsy that under one 
kind only^ whole and intire Chrijiy and 
a true facrament is received. 

In purfuance of this article, the Romijb 
church allows to the people only the bread in dhe 
celebration of the Lord's liipper, the wine being 
received by the prieft alone : herein relying in- 
tirely on their own authority, without die leaft 
authority from Chrift the lawgiver, but in a di- 
red: oppofition to him. For Chrift himielf, in 
the inftitution of this ordinance, gave not the 
leaft intimation of a difference intended between 
minifters and people, in giving the bread and the 

wine 

* Si quis dixerit, Mii& (acrifidiim tammn eflb landis & gradt- 
rum adonis, aut nudam commemoratioiiein facrifidi in cruoe per- 
aftiy non aatem propidatoriQin ; vd fi^ proddle famenti ; neqae 
pro. vivis 8c de(un^» pro peccatb» poeni^ iictisfiiftianibasy A aQ^ 
neceffitadbus o&rri debere: aaaAaiiftfit. Cm. Trid. ^ef, XXII. 
di/acrif. WJky'€9i. 3* 
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wine to the one, and the bread only to the other : 
nor do any of his apoftles, or any of the new tefta- 
ment writers, intimate any thing like a direction 
given to them for thi6 purpofe. S' Paul^ i Cor. XI. 
when he relates to the Corinthians what he had 
received from the Lordy concerning the inftitu- 
tion, gives the feme account as the Evangelifts j 
that our Lord celebrated this ordinance, at its 
inftitution, to the apoftles in the charadter of 
difciples only. In this charafter he tells the Co^ 
rinthianSy ch. XI. 26. As often as y^ eat this 
fn-eddy and drink this cup, ye Jhew the 
Lords death till he come. He writes thefe words 
to the Corinthian church, the members in gene- 
ral of the Corinthian church ; and not to the mi- 
nifters, exclufive of the people. One would 
think therefore, that the church of Rome with- 
held the cup from the people merely to fhew 
her authority and power, in difpenfing with, or 
rather, in oppofing direftly, the laws of her 
profeff^d Lord and Mafter. Whether the coun- 
cil of Conjiance does not acknowledge this, let 
their own words, in the following decree, teftify 
for them. * In the name of the holy and undi- 

vided 

'* In nomine &n£lae h individuas Trinitatis, Patris, Filii, ic 
Sp. ian6U« Amen.— Hoc pnefens concilium facrum generale — 
^laraty decemit, & difRnit : quod licet Chrifhis pod cocnam in- 
^tnerity 8c fiiis diicipulis adminiftrayerit, fub utraque fpecie panis 6c 
vini, hoc venerabile iacramentom : tamen, b^ non obflantey iacro-* 
nun canonum auAoritas laudabilisy & approbata confuetudo ecclefia^ 
^rvavit 8c fervat, quod kujufmodi (acramentum non debet coniici 
poft coraam, neque i fideiibus recipi non jejunis, nifi in caA^ infir- 
snitadsy aut alterius neoeflitatisy a jure rel ecdeiia conceflb vel ad'^ 
vaSp. £t ficut haec confuetudo, ad evitandum aliqua pericula 8c 
{eaadala^ eft radonabiiiter introdoAa^ quod, licet in primitiva ec* 
cMa Itt^tifinodi iftentmentom rec^q:etor i fidelibus fidb ntraque fpe- 
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vided T^rinityy Father^ Sotiy and Holy GboJ^ 

Amen T^hh prefent facred general council — ^- 

clareSy decrees^ and determines : that althd Chrifi 
injiituted and adminijired to bis difciples this vene^^ 
rable jacrament after /upper y under both kinds^ of 
bread and wine : yet^ this notwithfianding^ tbe^^ 
laudable authority of facred canons and the appror, 
ved cujiom of the church hath maintained and doth 
maintain ; that fuch a facrament as this ought 
not to be made after fupper^ nor to be received by, 
the faithful otherwife than fa/ling y excepting tn 
iuife of infirmity J or other neceffity ^ granted or adr 
mi t ted by law, or by the church. And f^e^ 
for the avoiding of fome dangers andfcandals^ the 
cufiom has been rationally introduced^ that tbo 
this facrament was in the primitive church re-- 
ceived by the faithful under both kindsy and after- 
wards y by the makers of it, under both kinds^ and 

by the laiety only under the fpecies of bread: 

fucb 

cle, poflea a conficlentibus fub utraque fpecie, & a laicis tantuni; 

modo fub fpecie panis fuTcipiatur : ^hujufmodi confuetudo — luc- 

beiuia eft pro lege ; quam non licet reprobare, ant fine ecdefias an* 

^oritate pro libito mutare. Ailerentes oppofitum praemiflbrunu 

tanquam hsretici, arcendi funt, & graviter pumendi, per dicece^- 
nos locorum, feu officiales eonun, aut inquifitores hseretics pravi- 

tatis. Item ipia fanda fynodus decemit & dedarat, fuper iibi 

materia, reverendi£imis — — archiepifcopis, epifcopis, Sc eorum in 
fpiritualibus vicariis, nbilibet conftitutis, procefTiis efle dirigenddt: 
in quibus eis committatur Sc mandetur, andoritate hujos (acii c«H 
cilii, fub poena excommmiicationisy ut effedualiter puniant eos am* 
tra hoc deottom excedentes, qui communicando populum Cub utr^ 
que fpecie panis & vini exhortad fuerint, & lie faciendiim efle do- 
cuerint. £t fi ad poenitentiani redierint, ad gremium, ecd^as foP 
cipiantur, injunda eis, pro modo culpse, poenitentia falutari. Qui 
vero ex illis ad poenitentiam redire non curaverint aninu) indorato, 
per cenfuras ecdeiiaflicas per eos, ut haeredci, funt coercendi, jn* 
vocato etiam ad hoc, fi opus fiierit, auxilio brachii feculaii^. Cmff, 
C^nftant. afud Labbe^ torn, XLl, fag. 100. 
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fuch a cuftom as this — i— is to be accounted a law, 
"which muji not be rejediedy or at pleafure changed, 
without the authority of the church. They who 
cjjert the contrary, are to be driven away as here^ 
ttcs, and fever ely punijhed, by the diocefans of the 
places, or their officials, or by the inquiftors of 
heretical pravity. Prcfently after which the fame 
council further decrees and. declares to the mojl re-- 
verend — archbijhops and bijhops, and their vicars 
in fpiritual affairs, wherefoever placed, that pro- 
cefjes jhallbe direBed: in which it is committed 
and commanded to them, by the authority of the 
council, under pain of excommunication, that they 

: effeBually punijh the violators of this decree, who 
communicating to the people under both kinds, Jhall 
have exhorted and taught that it ought Jo to be 
done. If thefe return to repentance, they may be 
received into the bofom of the churchy tfter enjoin- 
ing them a wholejome penance, according to the 
tneajure of their fault . But thofe of them who, thrd 
the hardnefs of their heart, do not take care to re- 
turn to repentance, are by thefe [ fpiritual men ] to 
be rejirained as heretics, calling in alfo to this pur- 

• fofe, if need be, the aid of the Jecular arm. A 
ftronger inftance of church authority than this, 
one cannot reafonably defire. And indeed the 

• council of 7'rent itfelf feems to have been fo well 
fatisfied with the provifion here made, for punifli- 
mcnts of this world againft thofe who fliould 
dare to deny, that their half-facrament is equal to 
the whole; as to be content with only denoun- 
<cing * anathema againft them. 

But 

• tfonc. Trident. SciT XIII. de wchar. can. 3. & Siflf. XXL 
can. 3. " 



But farther it is obiervable, that this article is 
not thoroughly confiftent with the preceding. 
For the preceding article tells you, that there is a 
change madej of the whole fubftance of the bread into 
ChrtJPs ioJyy and of the whole fubftance of the wine 
into Chrifi's blood: whereas this article fiiys, that 
under one kind only y whole and intire Chrifl is recei- 
ved. To folve this difficulty, the Romanics * al- 
lege ; that * the body cannot be without the blood; 

* and that therefore whoever receives the body of 

* Chrift, receives Chrift himfelf whole and intire/ 
But did not Chrifl himfelf know all this as 
well as they ? And why did he, notwithfland- 
ing this, ordain the communion in both kinds, 
if he did not defign that in both kinds his dif- 
ciples fhould receive it ? Why fhould the priefl 
receive in both kinds, any more than the reft 
of the faithful ? What cbmmiffion or authority 
has he for that purpofe, any other than that 
which gives a right to all chriflians ? If it 
be faid j -j- that * this is requifite for the more 

* lively reprefenting the feparation of Chrifl's 

* blood from his body ;* it is flill anfwered, that 
Chrifl himfelf made no fiich difference ; defign- 
ing that this ordinance fhould in a lively manner 
reprefent to all the faithful the feparation of his 
blood from his body. Moreover, he command- 
ed that his difciples fhould remember ^ or comme- 
morate him, in drinking this cupy as well as in 
eating this bread ^y i Cor. XI. 25. But his com- 
mand, itfeems, is to fland for nothing. 

The :|: reafons ufually given, why the church 
of Rome does not give the communion in both 

Ipnds^ 

* Grounds, pag. 28. + pag. 30. % pag. 3K 
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kinds, are exceedingly trifling. As to the dan^ 
^r of fpilling ; Chrift himfelf knew that : and 
yet the council of Conjiance owns he inftitu- 
ted the facrament in both kinds. And be- 
fides ; the prieft is not abfolutely fecure againft 
this terrible danger of fpilling a drop, any more 
than the people* Another rcafon is, * becaufe 

* wine will foon decay ; and therefore the f^cra- 
*. ment could not well be kept for the fick in 

* both kinds: another, becaufe fome conftitu- 

* tions can neither endure the tafte nor fmell of 

* wine: another, becaufe true wine in fome 

* countries is very hard to be met with/ But 
Chrift knew all thefe things as well as the church 
of Kome : nor does it appear he ever defigned to 
have . conjecrated whie^ or confecrated breads laid , 
up for the ufe of the fick : and if fome conftitu- 
tions cannot bear wine ; other conftitutions, of 
which I my felf have feen an inftance, cannot 
endure bread : and then, if good wine is not 
to be had, good chriftians will be content with 
what they can get. But their mafter-piece of a 
reafon is, that they with-hold the cup * ' in oppo- 

* fition to thofe heretics, who deny that Chrift 

* is received whole and entire under either kind/ 
Now, 'tis plain, that Chrift himfelf had not this 
notion : otherwife he would not have ordained 
the communion in both kinds. But, it feems,, 
if Chrift himfelf ordains any thing, which the 
church of Rome difapproves; he himfelf fhall be 
a heretic, rather than they will fail. of being o- 
bcyed. 

I think it proper here to take notice of a falla- 
cious criticifm of the author of the Grounds^ &c. 

* Grounds, pag. 31* •L' WJIO 
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\»rho -j- charges our proteftant tranflators with 
corrupting the text in i Cor. XL 27. by putting 
and inftead of or^ in relation to drinking the cup. 
Now thio criticifm will no way prove, that the 
communion in one kind only was fufficient to 
anfwcr Chrift's intention. For it only fhews, that 
if either part of Chrift's ordinance be unworthily 
received ; that is, if a man partakes of either the 
bread or the cupy without any ferious regard to the 
dcfign of the ordinance, which is a thankful re- 
membrance of Chrift; he brings a guilt upon 
him/elf. In the mean time, the words immedi- 
ately preceding, in ver, 26. afliire us, that it is 
both by eating of the bread, and by drinking of 
the cupy that we Jhew forth the Lords death till he 
come: and therefore, tho' our tranflation is not 
exaftly literal, yet there is no corruption in the cafe. 
But I cannot difmifs this article, without 
quoting' from the council of Florence a very 
extraordinary paragraph, which has a near 
relation both to this and the preceding. Con- 
cerning the eucharift they fay : * ^e priefl^ 
freaking in the name ofChrifi, maketh thisfacra^ 
tnent. For^ by 'virtue of the very words themfeheSy 
the fubflance of the bread is changed into the body of 
Chrijly and the fubflance of the wine into his blood : 
yet Jo that whole Chrijl is contained under thefpe-- 
cies of bready and whole under thefpecies of wine : 
clfo in every part of the confecrated hoji and confe^ 

crated 
+ pag- 30*31- 

• Sacerdos, in perfona Chrifti loquens, hoc coniicit facramentum* 
Nam, ipforum verborum virtute, fubftantia panis in corpus Chrifti, 
& fubftantia vini in fanguincm, convertuntur : ita tamen, quod tOr 
tus. Chriftus continetur fub fpecie panis, & totus Tub ipecie vini ; fub 
qualibet quoque parte hoftias confecratas & vini coniecrati, iepaca- 
tibnie i^Aa> totus €& Chriftus. LMi^ CmdL im. Kill. p0g. 537. 
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crated wine, when a feparation is made^ there 
is whole Chriji. Here they have told us how 
they difpofe of the body and blood of our blefied 
Saviour. But w^hat contrivance the church has 
made for his foul and divinity^ to make good 
what is affirrtvd in the Vth and Vlth articles of 
this creed 3 whether they rtiean, that there are 
as VMSiy fouls and divinities^ as according to their 
dodirine there are bodies^ oi Chrift ; one in every 
bit of every confecrated hoft, and in every drop 
of confecrated wine \ or how they have ordered 
it : I have not yet learned. Something of this 
kind, I take for granted, there muft be : other** 
wife how, according to their own doctrine, can 
there be whole Chriji in every bit and every drop ? 
But fure I am, that no man, v^ho has juft fenti- 
ments of the wifdom, and righteoufaefs, and 
goodnefs of the divine beings can ever, confi- 
Itently with thofe fentiments, believe, th?it fiich a 
dod:rine as this is necefjdry to fahation. 

VII. I Jledfaftly hold^ that there is a 
purgatory : and that the fouls there de--^ 
tained receive help by the fuffrages of 
the faithful. 

This article receives its explication from thofe 
paffages in the council of Trent ^ which teach us : * 

L 2 that 

* Si quis, poft acceptam juftificationis gratiam, cuilibet pecca- 
tori pcenitenti ito culpam remitti, & reatum seternae poehae deleri 
dixerit, ut nullas remaneat rcatus pcense temporalis, exfolvcndae vel 
in hoc feculo, vel in flituro in pwrgatorio, antequam ad regna calo- 
rum aditus patese poflit: anatiicnui fit. ^^. VI. f«», 30. A 
jufiificatiom. ^~^ 
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that penitent Jtnners^ notwithftahding their jujli^ 
jication in the fight of God^ fiill remain liable to 
funijhment for their fins^ to be inflidted either in 
this world or in purgatory^ before they can arrive 
at the kingdom of heaven : and that * the Mafs is 
a true propitiatory facrifice, not only for the Irving^ 
but jor the dead in Chrifi, who are not yet fully 
cleanfedy and that it is regularly offered up for 
that purpofe^ according to the tradition of the apo^ 
files. 

The whole relies upon a tradition^ falfly afcri- 
bed to the apoflles ; there being nothing in their 
writings which favours any fuch doftrine, but 
many things contrary to it. The whole tenor of 
the dodtrine of the apoftles reprefents the prefent 
ft ate as the only ftate of probation. The apo^ 
ftle P^^/ particularly, in the place already quoted, 
afliires ys, 2 Cor. V. 10. that as we mufi allfiand 
bejore the judgment feat of Chrifi ; fo every one 
of w^fioall receive the things done in his body^ ac^ 
cording to that he hath done^ whether it be good or 
bad. And fuch a doftrine as this has a proper 
and immediate tendency to make men careful of 
their prefent behaviour ^ diligent to fettle good 
habits and difpofitions in their minds, filited to 
the purity of the heavenly ftate, which is fet be- 
fore them in profpedt : whereas the teaching men 
to hope, that after a carejefs, and even a vicious 
courfe of life \\\ this vyorld, their fins may b? 

purged 

* Sacrilicium iflud vere propitiatorium [fc. Mifla] non foluqi 
pro iidelium vivorum peccatis, poenis, fatisfaClionibus, & aliis ne« 
ceflitatibus ; fed & pro dcfundis in Chrifto, nondum ad plenum 
purgatis, ritj?, juxta Agoftolorun^ traditjonein, offertur. ^ejl. 
XXII, defacrif. Mijpe^ cap, z. 
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purged away by the prayers of others, offered up 
for them after their death, is a dired: encourage- 
ment to the negled: of all ferious religion. But 
if the people were allowed to think thus ; then 
vaft treafures would be ^ loft tothepriefts; for 
whofe prayers, in behalf of the dead, the money 
is paid by the furviving relations. 

And whereas it is pretended, * that ' fouls 

* which depart this life in God's grace, yet not 

* without fome lefler ftains or guilt of punifh- 
^ ment, which retard them from entring heaven, 

* are for thofe little, or venial fins, as they are cal- 

* led, puniftied in purgatory :* that is utterly iti- 
confiftent with the doctrine of the new teftameht. 
Particularly, *tis inconfiftent with the declaration 
of the apoftle, i John I. 7. Ifnioe walk in the lights 
as he is in the lights we have fellowjhip one with an^ 
other y and the blood of J ejus Chriji his Son cleanf- 
eth us from all fin. Thefe words are evidently 
fpoken concerning chriftians : and by affirming 
in general, that the blood of ChriJI cleanfeth them 
from all fins y leave no pretence to imagine, that 

they are left to atone for their fmaller fins by a 
temporal punifhment in purgatory; particularly 
^ for fuch fins as even the beft of God's fervants 
' are more or lefs liable to.' And yet for thefe, 
it is -f- affirmed, they go to purgatory ; whereas 
the Romanifs univerfally agree, that the wicked 
go not to purgatory, but to hell. It is inconfi- 
ftent likewife with that text. Rev. XIV. 13. 
Bleffed are the dead who die in the Lordj from 
hencejorth : yea^ faith the Spirit y that they may 
T^Jifrom their labours \ and their works do follow 

them^ 

* Grounds, pag. 34, 37. f Ibid, 
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them. For if « chriftians, either by fudden deaA 
' or otherwife, are taken out of this life befbif 

* they have repented for their ordinary failings; 

* or, if having been formerly guilty of greater 

* fins, they have not made full atonement for 

* them to the divine juftice,* (which is the pro^ 
fane expreffion of the author of the Grounds if 
cath. doSl. p. 34.) but go to purgatory, not- 
withftanding that they die in the .Lord : then 'tfe 
certain that they do not reft from their labmr$,^ 
On the contrary, unlefs they happen to have rich 
friends to pray them out, they are, according to 
the Romifh dodtrine, in a ftate of the moft exi 
treme torment 3 and may, for aught the churdi 
of Rome know^s, remain therein even to the day 
of the reliirredlion 3 and this notwithftanding 
that * they ' depart this life in God's grace^ and 

* have been guilty only of •f' venial frailties and 

* imperfedions, fuch as even God's beft fcr^ 

* vants are more or lefs liable to/ 

I might have added; that for the reafons above*^ 
mentioned, the dodtrine of purgatory is inconfi* 
ilent with the words of ou;- bleffed Savioui^ 
John V. 24. and with thofe of St. P^zw/, Rtml^- 
VIII. I. But we are to remember, that th^ * 
doftrine chiefly depends upon a pretended k;^^ 
jiolical tradition^ no where to be found in tb« 
writings of the apoftles, or in any part of the 
new teftament; and that it is to fuch pretended 
traditions^ which are really the effedt of crafty 
invention, long fince the time of the apoftlesi 
that the church of Rome owes its chief fupport. 

The 

* Grounds, pag. 34. f Ibid, 
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The Romanijis indeed do not fail to quote 
[cripture for their doftrine of purgatory. Pafti- 
[jolarly, they * produce the words of St. Paul^ 
I Cor. III. IS' If ciny maris njcorkjhall be burnt ^ 
hejhall fuffer loj's : but he himfelf jhall be Javed ; 
fBt Jb as by fire. ' But it is evident, that this 
^ng faved Jo as by fire, is ufed by the apoftle 
^nly as a proverbial expreffion, to fignify the 
iifficulty and danger of fuch a perfon's condition, 
wrho has built wood, hay, a?2d fiiibhle, that is, . 
pvorthlels dodlrines and traditions, like thofe of 
the church of Rome, upon the one and only foun^ 
dation, Jefus Chrift. A like proverbial expref- 
fion is xh2itoi Jude, ver. 22. 23. Of Jbme have 
vompafftony making a difference: and others fave 
with fear y pulling them out of the fire. And to the 
like purpofe is that in Amos, IV. 11. Te were 
as a firebrand, pluckt out of the burning. But 
nothing can be infcr'd from fuch expreflions in 
Favour of purgatory. Nor is there any more 
ground for it in that other proverbial exprej3ion,-f* 
Mat. XII. 32. Whofoever fpeaketh a word againjl 
the Holy Gbofi, it fl^all not be forgiven him^ neither 
in this world, nor in the world to come : for this only 
6gi^ifies, in general, that this fin (hall never be 
forgiven at all. This is the interpretation vv^hich 
two other evangelifts give, in fpeaking of the 
rciy fame thing. But if we were to take our 
Saviour's words in parts \ will the Rorrianifis pre- 
tend there ihallinno fenfebeany forgivenefs in 
the world to come ? Shall not the faithful fer- 
vantsof God be folemnly acquitted of all fins at 
the day of judgment ? Will not their X fi^^ ^^ 

blotted 

• Grounds^ p. 35, f pag, 36. J AAs III. 19. 
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blotted outy when the times of refrejhing 'Jhall 
come from the prefence of the Lord ? However^ 
whether this be the ftrid: and proper fenfe of for^ 
^ivene/Sy or not ; the Romijh purgatory is, even 
according to their ov^n dodtrine, no ftate of for- 
givenefs, but of punifhmcnt : and therefore this 
text can do them no good in defence of that do- 
d:rine. No more can the w^ords of St. Peter* 
I Pet. III. 1 8, 19, 20. concerning Cbrifi*s 
preaching to thefpirits in prifon. For, whether 
this text is to be underftood concerning a middle 
ftate or not ; it is too obfcure to found an article 
of faith upon 3 and manifeftly one of thofe, of 
the exadt meaning whereof a good chriftian may 
fafely be ignorant or miftaken. Yet this, and like- 
wife that paflage, -f-M^/.V. 25, 26. relating toquite 
different aifairs, is, for want of better proofs, forced 
into the fervice of purgatory. And fo is that apocry- 
phal ttxi.Xz Machab. XII. 43,44, 45. concerning 
Judas\ praying and offering a f^-offering^ and 
making reconciliation for the dead^ that they 
might be deli'^red from Jin. But it is an odd 
kind of proceeding in an author, in order to , 
prove by tradition that purgatory, is a chriftian 
dodtrine, firft to affert, * that the || Jewijh church 

* long before our Saviour's coming offered prayers 

* and facrifice for the repofe and relief of the 

* faithful departed ;* and then, for proof of a 
point fo remote from his proper queftion, to have 
his only recourfe to the books of Machabeesy 
which books he himfelf, from the teflimony of 
St. Aujlin^ acknowledges the Jews do not ac- 
count canonical. If he would prove this to 

have 

• Grounds, pag. 36. f ibid. J ibijd* || ibid* 
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have been the praftice of the ^ews \ he (hould 
do it from fome one or more books, which the 
yews acknowledge to be canonical, and not from 
books which they have always rejefted. And 
one would think, that when the books of Ma^ 
chabees firft appeared, the Jews muft have been 
the proper judges, whether they were genuine and 
canonical or not; fince they treat wholly of the 
affairs of their nation, and were manifeftly de- 
figned to favour their caufe. Indeed, which is 
more to the purpofe, the fame author affirms, 
* that * the chriftian church, from the very be- 
*, ginning,, in all ages and nations, has offered 
' prayers and facrifices for the dead/ But even 
if he had fhewn how early he dates this beginnings 
by producing the moft ancient of his proofs, (and 
proteftants do not deny that fome corruptions had 
an early beginning ) yet it wou'd avail but very 
little, while there is fuch a text to be found in the 
new teftament, as that of St.^ Paul already quo-' 
ted : which affures us, that every one muji at the 
judgment "feat of Chriji receive the things done in 
bis body, (i. e. done in the prefent ftate of trial) 
according to that which he hath done^ whether it 
be goody or whether it be bad. For the plain con- 
fequence of this is, that prayers and facrifices, of- 
fcr'd up for us after we are out of the body^ com* 
too late to do us any fervice. 



VIIL / do likewifejiedfaftly holdy thai 
the faints reigning with Chriji are to he 

M venerated 
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venerated and tnvQcated\ and that they 
offer up prayers to God for us ; and that 
their reliques are to be had in veneration. 

The praying to faints, that they may pray for 
us, is direftly conftituting them mediators be- 
tween God and us. And the practice of praying 
to them with this view is fo far from being deni- 
ed by the ^omijh church, that it is made a part 
of their publick devotions. Thus ^ great part of 
their * Htany confifts of immediate addrefles to 
tbe 'virgin Mary^ to St. Michael^ St. Gabriel^ 
St. Raphael^ and all the holy angels and archan- 
gels^ and all the holy orders of hlejjed fpirits ; to 
St. yohn the baptiji^ and all the holy patriarchs 
and prophets ; to St. Peter^ St. Pauly St. Andrew, 
and all the holy apojiles and evangelijls by name j 
and then again to all of them together, without 
their names ; to all the holy difciples of our Lord, 
4Sind all the holy innocent s\ to St. Stephen, St. Lau^ 
rence, St. Vincent, St. Fabian and Sebaflian, 
St. Anthony, St. Benedict, St. Francis, St. Do^ 
minic, St. Mary Magdalene, St. Agnes, St. Ca^ 
tbarine, and a vaft number of other faints, both 
male and female, by name; befides a general 
application to all the holy martyrs, to all the holy 
popes and cojifejfors, all, tbe holy doSiors, all the ho-- 
ly monks and hermits, all the holy priejis and Le^ 
mtes, all the holy virgins and widows \ with the 
addition of thefe words to every name, or every 
article, pray for us ; and after all this, that np 

one 

* Ritual. Roman* Anfuerp. ap. Plantin. 1635. pag. 107, io§> 
jo^, np. 
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one mediator may be neglefted, this general 
prayer is added ; O all ye holy meriy and holy wo^ 
men of God, intercede for us. 

But befides thefe general applications, it is aU 
moft endlefs to enumerate the particular prayers 
addrefled to particular faints, efpecially to the 
virgin Mary ; fome of them afking the intercef- 
fion of thefe faints with Chrift and with God 
the Father; and others diredlly afking of the 
faints themfelves a deliverance from all evils, in 
this life, and in that which is to come. To this 
purpdfe * the fong afcribed to St. Ambrofe and 
St. Aujiiny commonly called Te Deum, is turned 
into a hymn of praife to the virgin Mary : and 
after profeffing to her, that all angels and arch* 
angels and principalities humbly ferve hery that all 
the high powers and celejlial dominations obey her ; 
that every angelical creature with a delightful 
voice proclaims her holy, holy, holy Mary, the virgin 
mother of God-, that the glorious choir of apoftlei 
praifes her j that the ajf'embly of blefj'ed martyrs 
glorifies her ; that the whole cele/iial court honours 
her as the queen of heaven ; and after calling her 
the vein of mercy, and the refuge of afmner 5 the 

M 2 addrefs 

* Tibi omnes angeli & archangeli ; tibi omnes prlnclpatus hu^ 
miliati ferviunt: tibi omnes poteftates & fupernse virtutes; tibi 
omnes ccelorum dominationes obediunt : te cunda angelica creatura 
deledabili voce proclamat, (andh, fandla, fandla Maria, mater Dei 
& virgo : te gloriofus apoftolorum chorus creatoris matrem coUau* 
dat : te martyrum ccetus beatorum Chrifti genitricem glorificat : te 
tota cceleftis curia ccelorum reginam honorat : — tu vena es miferi- 
cordiae, tu refugium peccatoris. — Salva nos, populiim iervorum tuo- 
rum ; ut fimus participes haereditatis tuae : dignare, dulcis Maria^ 
nunc & iemper line delido nos cuftodire : miierere noftri, domina $ 
miierere noftri : fiat mifericordia tua magna nobiicum, quia, Maria, 
in te confidimus : in te, dulcis Maria, fperavimus, at nos defendas 
in seternum. Amen. Hortulus anima^ adufum Rsmanum i Afituiff, 
af, Plantin. 1566. pag, zzy, 228, 229. 
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addre^ ends with thefe petitions : Jave us , the 
people of thy fervants ; that ice may be partakers 
of thy inheritance % vouchfaje^ ojhveet Mary^ now 
and always to keep us without fin s have mercy up^ 
on us^ Lady^ have mercy upon us ; let thy mercy 
be great towards us^ becauje^ o Mary^ we put our 
truft in thee -, in thee, ofweet Mary, we have hoo- 
fed, that thou maifl defend us for ever. Amen. 

To the lame purpcfe are numerous other prayers 
to the bleffed virgin. One of Mrhich has thefe 

words : * Ibefeech thee that in the holy, tre^ 

mendous, and terrible judgment, in the fight of 
thy only begotten Son, to whom the Father 
gave all judgment, thou wouldeft refcue and 
proteEi me from the punifhments of hell, and make 
me partaker of celejiial joys. Another has the 
following, -f Comfort the fnner -, and give not 
thy honour to another, or to a cruel one, I befeecb 
thee, queen of heaven. Have me excufed before 
, Chriji thy fon ; whofe anger IJear, and of wbofe 
fury I am afraid. For againft thee only, o virgin 
Mary, have I finned : be not thou a Jiranger from 
me, ofull of heavenly grace. Be thou the keeper 
of my heart : fign me with the fear of God. Give 
me foundnejs of life, and decency of manners. 
Grant me to avoid fns, and to love that which is 
jujl. Another, which is call'd a recommendation 

to 

* Te dcprecor — ut in fandlo, tremendo, ac terribili judicio, in 
Confpedlu unigeniti filii tui, cui Pater dedit omne judicium, me 
liberes & protcgas a poenis infemi ; & participem me facias coele- 
ftium gaudiorum. HortuL anim. pag, 227. 

f Confolare peccatorem : k ne tuum d^s honorem alieno aut 
crodcli ; precor te, regina cali. Me habeto excufatum, apud Chri- 
ftum, tnum iiatum : cujus iram expavefco, & furorem pcifjmefco. 
Nam peccavi tibi foli : o Maria virgo, noli effe mihi aliena, gratia 
ccdefti plena. £fb cuilos cordis mei : fignajne timore Dei : con- 
fer vitas ianitatem 1 & da moram lioneftatem^\' Da peccata xne vi- 
tare, $c qood jillum eft amare. pag, ^$9^ • * ^ 
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to the bleffed virgin, is as follows. J ^virgin 

Mary^ the hope of my foul ^ next to God: I 

befeecb thee to keep me from fnSy from fcandah^ 

from all human confufwriy from the wrath of the 

tremendous judgment y jrom unclean thoughts^ from 

all mortal fin y from fudden and unexpe^ed deaths 

from all danger i of foul and body, of my reputa^ 

tiony and my Jubjiance : nor do thou ever fuffer 

me fo to fn^ as to lofe thy favour. Give me 

amendment of what is paji^ fecurity of what is 

prefenty and cautioufnefs about what is to come. 

Give me in this life a ready affftance : and do thou 

in the tremendous judgment fpeak for me to thyfon^ 

our Lord yefus Chrtfi. Amen. 

A great part of thefe prayers, 'tis evident, con- 
fifts of dired: petitions to the virgin, for fuch 
things as both fcripture and reafon teach us to ask\^^ 
of God only : tho' other parts go no further thaa * ^ 
to declare a confidence in her mediation for ob- 
taining benefits. And to fuch a nionftrous height 
were things carried in this refpei3:, about the time 
when this creed of Pius IVth waS framed ; that 
whereas thefe prayers had been much ufed, and 
for that purpofe publiflied in books of devotion, 
particularly in ttic Hortulus anim^j printed by 
Ptantin zt Antwerp^ 1566, from which I have 

here 

% Spes animac mca poll Deom, virgo Maria : - - • • precor fe, 
xrc ferves me a peccatis, a icandalis, ab omni confuilone humana, 
alvira JHdicii tremendi, ab immundis cogitationibus, ab omni mor- 
tali peccatOy a fubitanea Sc improvifa morte, ab omnibus pericubV 
animasy A^ccMporis, honoris, Sc rerum mearum: nee imquam me ta- 
le permittas facere peccatum, quo gratiam tuam amittam. D^ 
mihi de prseteritis emendadonem, de prasfendbus coftodiam, de fu- 
Cutis cautelam. Da mihi in hac vita pcomptum adjutorium : eflo 
mihi in tivmendo judicio praslocutrix apod filium tuum, Dominum' 
nofirna^ Jdiun Chrifium« Amen, fog*^^^^ 
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here tranfcribed them; his fucceflbr, Pius Vf^j 
thought fit to reform the Office of the blejjed vir^ 
giriy and, for the lake of uniformity, as ne hinH 
&]£ declares in his cx)nftitution, publifhed in thtk 
year 1571, and prefixed to fome editions of that 
O^ce, to forbid the ufe of any other than that, 
which he himfelf fet forth. Yet even in this re^ 
formed Office the following prayers remain upon 
record, not very different from thofe already red-, 
ted. 

* I befeech thee^ holy Lady Mary^ mother of 

God J confolation of the defolate^ way of the 

wanderer Sy fahation of all that hope in thee^ - 

fountain of mercy ^ fountain of fahation and of 
grace^ fountain of piety and of joy^ fountain of 

life and of pardon ; that with all thefainti 

tand ele^fof God thou would Jl come and hafien to 

'•^^*/«ry help^in all my prayers and petitions^ in all my 

fir aits and necejfitiesy and in all thofe affairSyWhere-- 

in I am to aB orfpeak or think any thingy all the 

days and nights and hours and moments of my life. 

X O my holy Lady Mary: to theCy and to thy 
bleffed proteStiony and fingular cuflodyy and into 

the 

* Obfecro te, domina fan^ Maria, mater Dei confolado 

defolatorumy via errantium, falus omnium in te fperantiuni — fons 
mifericordiae ; fons falutis, & gratise ; fons pietatis^ 8c lastitias ; fons 
vitae, & veniae : — — • ut cum omnibus £m6lis Sc ele6lis Dei venias, 
& feilinesy in auxilium Sc confilium meum ; in omnibus orationibos 
& petitionibus meis ; in onmibus anguftiis Sc neceffitatibus meis ; & 
omnibus illis rebus^ in quibus ego fum aliquid &6birus, & lociiturus^ 
aut cogitaturus, omnibus diebus, ac no6tibus^ horis atque moxnentift 
vitae meae. Offic, B. Maria Virg. Venet. 1657. Svo. pag, 473, 

X O domina mea fanda Maria : me in tuajtn benedi^m fideai 
ac fingularem cuflodiam^ Sc in iinum mifericordiae tuae^ hodie» Sc 
quotidie, Sc in hora exitus mei, animam meam Sc corpus meum tibi 

commendo: 
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the bofom of thy mercy y Jf do this day, and every 

^Uay^ and in the hour of my departure^ commend 

^nyfelfj my foul y and my body. All my bope^ and 

^^y confolationy all my ft raits and miferieSy my life^ 

Md^/ the end of //, / commit to thee ; that by thy 

^moft holy inter ceffiony and by thy merit Sy all my 

^m>oris may be direSied and difpofedy according to 

^ thine and thy fori s will. Amen. 

P . * O Maryy mother of Gody and gracious vir- 

^^giny true comforter of all the dejblate that cry un-- 

to thee : by that great joy ^ with which thou waft 

p- comforted^ when thou didft know that the Lord Je-- 

^ Jiis was rifen from the dead on the third dayy not to 

juffer any more\ be thou the comforter of my foul : 

- and in the laft dayy when with my foul and oody I 

Jhall arifcy to render an account of all my aSiionSy do 

mtthou vouchfafe to help me^ with regard to him who ' 

is thy fony and the only begotten of God. By theCy 

kind mother and virginy may I be enabled to 

efcape the fentence of perpetual damnation ; and 

ipith all the eleSl of God happily to attain eternal 

joys. Amen. 

There 

commendo : omnem fpem meam, Sc confolationem meam ; omnes 
anguftias & miferias meas, vitam, & linem vita; meae, tibi commit- 
to : ut per tuam fanftiffimam interceflionem, & per tua merita, cm- 
- nia mea dirigantur & difponantur opera, fecundum tuam, tuique filii 
voluntatem. Amen. Offic B. Marine virg. pag. 48 1 . 

* O Maria, Dei genitrix, & virgo gratiofa; omnium defolate^- 
nxm ad te clamantium coniblatrix vera : per illud magnum gaudi- 
nm, quo confolata es, quando cognovifti Dominum Jefum die tertia 
a mortuis impaflibilem refurrexifle ; fis confolatrix animx meae : 8c 
apud eundem, tuum, & Dei natum unigenitum, in die noviffimo, 
quando cum anima & cprppre ero refurredunw, & de fingulis meis 
6ftis rationem redditurus, me digneris juvare. Perpetuae damna- 
tionis fententiam per te, pia matei* & virgo, valeam evaderej &, 
cum dfdis Dei omnibus^ ad aetema gaudia ^iciter {)ervenir^, 
Am^n, fag. 48:?, 
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There is * another prayer ftill retained in the 
feme Office^ adclrefs*d to the virgin jointly with 
the evangelift Jobn^ and to the fame purpofe with 
the reft, fo far as the recommending to them bodj 
and foul y and befeeching them to be every hour am 
moment y both inwardly and outwardly ^ firm pro^ 
teilorSy as well as kind intercejjors with God. 
There remains likewife, in the fame reformed 
Officey the lamentation of the blejfed virgin : at 
the end of which are thefe words. J O virgtHy 
let me be defended by thee in the day of Judgment: 
grant that I may be guarded by the crofs of Cbrtft-y 
Jecured by his death y and cherijbed ay bk^grace : 
and when my bodyjhall die, grant that the glory (f 
faradije may be^ given to my foul. Amen. . And 
every one knows, that thofe hymns are ftill re- 
tained, in which among other addreftes^ arc 
thefe that follow, (f Maryy thou mother of 
grace y and fuoeet parent of clemency ; proteSl us 
from the enemy y and receive us in the hour of 

death. ^f- Z'Oofe the bands of theguihy ; bring 

forth light to the blind \ drive away all our evils ; 

demand for us every blefjing. make us meek and 

chajle^ deliver d from our faults. 

The 

^ Vobis duobus ego miferrimus peccator commendo hodie corpot 
& animam meam : ut in omnibus horis atque momentis^ interios & 
exterius, firnti cufiodes & pii apud Deum intercdlbres miiii exifien 
dignemini, fag, 477, 478. 

^ X Per te, virgo, fun defenfus in die judicii : he me cnice cuflodi- 
■ TJ ; morte ChriAi prsmuniri ; confoveri gratia : quando corpus mo- 
rietur^ fxc ut animse donetur paradiii gloria. Amen« ft^. jffio^ 
481. 

II Maria, mater gratia*, dulcis parens clementiae ; tu nos ab liofis 
protege ; & mortis hora fufcipe. Ofic. B. Marine wrg. mdprimam. 

f Solve vincla reis ; profer lumen cxds ; mala noftra peUe ; bona 
cunfta pofce. — nos, culpi§ folutos, mit^ fic & cafios. Ojfit. JSL 
yirg, ad Vijpiras. 
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The Hortulus anima^ fb far as relates to 
ibme prayers therein addrefs'd to the blefled Vir- 
;in, and others to fiftitious faints, was fupprefs'd 
>y the forementioned conftitution of Pius V. 
But there are many of the like kind in that col- 
ledion, which do not feem to be afFedled with 
this prohibition; addrefled to faints, who are 
without all doubt acknowledged by the church 
of Ji.Gmey and prayed to in their public litanies ; 
and containing direft petitions for ipiritual and 
eternal benefits, as well as for interceflion with 
God. To this purpofe are thofe petitions to the 
* patriarchs and prophets in general ; pray for 
tny^ns^ and expel intirely the darknefs of error 
from my heart. To* the fame purpofe is that re- 
markable prayer to -f* St. Philip. O holy Philip^, 
apojile of our Lord -, who did/i defre of the only 
begotten Son of the Father^ that he would Jhew 
the Father to thee and to thy affociates : I miferable 
fnnery covered with the filth of all crimes^ intreat 
thee^ that thou wouldji deliver me from all dam^ 
nation^ and wrath to come ; and wouldji lead ?nej 
joyful and adorned with lamps ^ to the kingdom of 
glory. To the fame purpofe, and fome of them 
rather flronger, if poflible, are the prayers to 
^ St. yames^ ]| St. Pauly ** St. Bartholomew^ 

N St. Simon 

• Obfecrate pro peccatis meis ; expellite penitus caliginem cor^ 
dis mei. HortuL anim, pag. ^95. 

•(- Sanfle Philippe, apoftolc Domini ; qui ab unigenito Patris Fi- 
Ko eundem Patreili tibi & fbciis tuis oltendi petilU : te mifer ego 
pcccator, omnium criminum fordibus obvolutus, depreCor, ut me 
ab omni damnadone & a ventura ira liberes, & lampadibus orna^ 
Umi & laetum ad regnum gloriae perducas. pag, 296. 

% San£ie Jacobe Alphei : per gratiam, qua frater Domini vocarr 
mcruiiti, te deprecor: ut ii\e a praifenti flagello, i. confuetudine pec- 

candi, 

y Horf, anm, pag, 298. ** pag. 299. 
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* St. Simon the Canaanite and St, yude^ -f- ^i.An» 
dreWy and St. Thomas^ the J rvthmical prayer 
to all the apoftles} and many others, too tedioua- 
to enumerate. 

Now if you afk, what foundation there is for 
thefe things ; what ground for a chriftian^s pro- 
feffing as an article of his faith, that faints are 
to be worjhiped and prayed tOy and that they of- 
fer up prayers to God for us : it muft be re- 
folved wholly into the authority of the church, 
and the commandment of men 5 for the fcripture 
teaches us quite another doftrine. The rule of 
the new teftament is, that we worfhip and pray 
to God alone, in the name of his Son Jefus 
Chrift. This appears by the direftions given by 
our Lord himfelf to his apoftles, a little before 
his afcenfion into heaven, and with a view to it, 
yohn XVI. 23. where the two verbs ipomia> 
and cuTicti feem to be uied in the fame ienfe. 

In that dayyejhall afk me nothing: whatfoever 

ye Jhall afk the Father in my name^ he will give it 
you. And again, ver 26. At that day ye Jhall afk 
in my name: [ aiTjJtTgflSs ] and I fay not unto you 
that I will pray the Father for you \ for the Fa^ 
iher himfelf lovetb yoUy hecaufe ye have loved me^ 
4indhdve believed that I came out from God. In 
theie paflages our Lord Ipeaks very plainly his 

mincl, 

candiy ab immunditia cordis & corporis^ & a ventura ira liberes ; 
& auream coronam mihi reddas, quse varlis gemmarum flonbus 
fulgeat, ac ccelefti lumlne fplcndefcat. In Englifi thus. O bofy. 
J antes ^ tht fin of Alpheus: by that grace ^ tvJbirefy thou didft attam 
io become the brother of our Lord^ Ibefeech thet to refate me from thi 
frefent fiottrge, from the habit of fmrnng^ from UMckamtefs ef heart 
4ind boifyy and from the nurath to comei and t9 grmnt me agolden 
trotvn, f^arkling wth *uarimis flvwtrs rf gems, and fiining njdith M 
heavenfy light, pag. 296, 297. 

♦pag.300. tp.301. t P' 3<^3> 3^4r 



[ 99 ] viir. 

mind, that his difciples fhould pray to the Fa-* 
ther in his name. But tho* he encourages them 
to hope for his interceflion with the Father | 
yet he is far from giving pofitive diredtions for 
their praying even to himfelf for that interceflion. 
Much lefs therefore can it be his mind, that his 
difciples {hou Id pray to angels and departed faints, 
and truft to their interceflion \ even fuppofing it 
were certain that they fee our condition, and 
hear the prayers offered to them : and much leis 
fl:ill, that dircift petitions fl:jould be oflTered to 
them, for deliverance from all evils, and for the 
happinefs of eternal life. Even the making 
them mediators is utterly inconfiftent with the. 
plain declaration of the apofl:le, i T!im. 11. 5^ 
that there is one Gody and one mediator between 
God and men^ the man Cbriji Jejus -, and incon-^ 
fiflient with thofe parages before cited, where 
Chrift direded his difciples to pray to the Father 
in his namey and left no room for the name of any 
other mediator befides himfelf: much lefs did he 
leave room for offering up petitions to faints or 
angels, for thofe fpiritual bleffings, which God a^ 
lone difpenfes through the mediation of his Son» 
Let it therefore be ever fo confidently * denied^ 
that by praying to faints the papijis mean addref* 
jing to them as dijpofers of grace or glory : yet we 
fee it is common in the Romijh church to pray 
to ihtm ^^xt&\y for purity of heart and life ^ for 
deliverance from wrath to comCy and for a happy 
immortality ; befides the praying to obtain thefe 
tleflings through their merits and interceffion^ 
I have been fo large upoi> the former part of 

N 2 (his 

* Grounds of catb. 4o^« pag. 42, 
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this article, that proteftants might fee, by the 
examples produced, what they would fcarce have 
believed, had it been only related in a general 
way. 

As to the latter part, the veneration paid to 
the reliques of faints : it is no wonder that the 
priefts do all that lies in their power to encourage 
the people in it, becaufe of the immenfe gains 
which themfclves receive from it : an argument, 
which we have reafon to believe is of much 
greater force with them, than that which the fy- 
nod of I'rent {Sejf. XXV.) pretends to be moved 
by; which is, that the bodies of the faints have 
been temples of the holy Ghoji. However, even 
this will never juftify that fqperftitious venera- 
tion of the fuppofed remains of dead faints, with 
which the church of Rome ^honnA^. The whole 
depends upon the commandments of men^ inftead 
of the authority of God. Yet for all thefe 
things the Ro?nlaniJls pretend to bring arguments 
from fcripture. 

For the veneration of reliques, they have -f* 
recourfe to 2 Kings ^ XIII. 21. where we are told 
€)f a dead man faifed to life by the bones of the 
prophet Elijha. But they ought to remember at 
the fame time, that we have no account of any 
worfliip paid to thefe dead bones ; nor any dire-i 
iSion or encouragement for fuch worfliip, in this, 
or in any other text whatever. On the contrary we 
are affured, in the cafe of another extraordinary 
prophet, that is, Mofes ; that God buried him in 
fuch a manner, that no man knoweth of bis fepul^ 
fhre unto this day, Deut. XXXIV. 6, And it 

feeins;^ 

t Ground?, pag. i^6. - > . ^ , 
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feems, with good reafon, to be generally belicr 
ved, that this was or^pfuipofe to prevent that fu^ 

Eerftitious Veneration, which die- JJ9-^^///^i might 
ave been in dahger of (hewing to his dead body. 
As to the* carryingfrom^be b^y o/^zmX handkir^ 
chiefs and aprons to thejick^^am^he difeafes tbere-^ 
upon departing from them^ -ti%d*^il Jpirits going 
out of them ; A£is XIX. 12; that is jikewifc an 
inftance of the wonderful power of God, and 
a teftimony of his approving the dodtrine which 
Paul preached. But the very filence concerning 
any veneration paid to the handkerchiefs and aprons 
themfelves, concurs with common fenfe to afSire 
us, that no i^eneration was or ought to be paid to 
them. 

For the veneration of faints and of an- 
gels, the author of the -f* Grounds produces 
a number of texts, fignifying that they are ho^ 
mured of God: all which we acknowledge, as 
well as the papifts, and yet dare not worfhip 
|hem. Many of the texts relate only to angels, 
their dignity and office of miniftring : which 
will never prove that they fhould be worfliiped, 
while God himfelf has given no diredtion or al- 
lowance for that purpofe. As to Rev. II. 26, 27* 
and V. 10. they are figurative expreffions, relating 
to the happineis and glory of fome fiiture ftate ; 
but UQ manner of foundation for prefent wor- 
Ihip to departed faints. As to the quotation 
irom Exod. XXIII. 20, 21. and ^^. V. 14. 15. 
our author would do well to conuder, whethe? 
they were not meant concerning the Logos y the 
$on of God. Certain it is, that the latter of 

thenj 

^ Grounds, pag. 46, + pagg, 38, 3J1 4Q« 
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them was Co expounded by * Eufebius ; and be* 
fore him, by -j* Jujiin Martyr : and I think with 
great probability of truth. As for the Vir^a 
Marfs faying, Luke L 48. From henceforth all 
generations Jhall call tne bleffed: it plainly means, 
that all generations would pronounce her happy, 
and highly favoured oj Goa\ as the Angel in his 
ialutation, ven 28. declared her to be: and 
yet it gives her no title to religious worihip. 
3kor will the diftinftion between the honour 6id 
to be given to her and other faints, and that 
which is given to God, excufe the papifts from 
the charge of idolatry, any more than it would 
excufe the heathens: many of whom plainly 
fhewed, that they acknowledged one fupremc 
deity, at the fame time that they paid religious 
worfhip to their dead heroes. 

But it is :|: alledged, that the < faints and an* 
* .gels pray for us/ And in proof of this wear^ 
refer'd to the angel's prayer for yerufalem^ Zech, 
I. 12. In anfwer to which it is fufficient to fay j 
that this prayer was delivered in company and 
converfation with the prophet ; and that tlie pro-? 
phet did not pray to him to offer up that prayer, 
it is likewife alledged, ivovaRev.Y. o. and VIIL 4, 
that the four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders fell down before the Lamb^ having every one 
of them harps and golden vials, full of odours^: 
which are the prayers of the faints : and that the 
fmoak of the incenje, with the prayers of thefaiMs^ 
afcended up before God, out of the Anger s band^ 
Now, with regard to both Aefe, it is fufficient 

ta 

• Hift. ecclef. lib. I. cap. ^. f Dial, cum, Tryph. editvPariTu 
1615. pag. ^86, X Grounds, pag. 40, 
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to :^y 5 that paiiages of fuch a myftical nature 
ought never to be brought for vindication of a 
praiSice, w^hich is contrary to the tenor of plain, 
fcripture. Particularly writh regard to the latter, 
it appears probable from ver. 3. immediately 
preceding, tnat the angel fpoken of was the Soa 
of God himfelf, the one and only mediator be^ 
tween God and men. And with regard to the 
former paflage: xht four living creatures and 
twenty-four elders feem defigned to reprefent 
all the faints in general, offering up their own 
prayers and thankfgivings ; not the faints in hea- 
ven praying for the faints on earth. 

The argument taken from the * care and con- 
cern of the faints above for their brethren upon 
earthly and from the continuance of their chari-* 
ty, gives no more reafon for our praying to them 
to pray for us, than it would for a man in the moft 
fouthern part of England to call out to a pious 
and loving friend in the north of Scotland^ to 
pray for him. As for the rich glutton in hell^ his 
petitioning in favour of his five brethren upon 
earth : that is manifeftly no more than a figure 
of 4>cech, fuited to the parable, of which it is 
a part j and defigned by our Saviour to introduce 
tjie obfervation, that no endeavours of others can 
do u& good, if we do not take care of our lelves, 
in attending to that difpenfation by ^)ehich we 
£ball hereafter be judged. The prayer of the 
jbuls of the, martyrs^ for juftice againft their per- 
iecutors, is alik^ figurative \ and taken from a 
book, which is figurative altnpfl! throughout: 

nor can it be defigned for any thing more, than 

to 

* Grouads, pag. 41 , 
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to fignify, that divine juftice will certainly over- 
take cruel perfecutors, iiich as are the leading meil 
of the church of Rome-, concerning v\rhom ia 
particular it ieems intended. And as to the words 
of our Lord, Luke XVI. 9. they are plainly 
meant in general concerning the future rewards of 
benevolence : and the expreffion, [that they may 
receive you into everlafting habitations] fignifies no 
more, accordingly to the well known phrafeolo- 
gy of the eaftern countries, than [that ye may k 
received] or, \ye fhall be received] into everlajiing 
habitations : nor does it contain any intimations 
of being helped to heaven by thofe who get there 
before us. 

The texts produced, pag. 42. in behalf of the 
invocation of faints^ are all quoted to ng purpofe ; 
becaufe there is in no part of fcripture any dire- 
Sion to pray to the faint? in heayen for their in- 
terceflipn, tho' there are m^ny dire(3:ioos. to chri- 
ftians to intercede for one another here upon earth. 
And the difference of the circumftances cuts ofF 
any pretence of arguing from the one to the other. 
Mutual interceffion for each other here below is a 
Ipur to mutual beneficence; and anfwers other 
good purpofes, whieh are not likely to be anfwer- 
ed between perfons who have no opportunity of 
converfing together, or knowing one another^s 
minds : befides that in many fcripture ijiftances 
there are plain direftions from God, for men to 
delire their brethren here below to pray for 
them ; but nothing like it with regard to faints in 
heaven. And farther, by reafon of the difFe* 
rence of circumftances, there is no praying to 
them from earth to heaven, without miaking 
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them mediators, to the difparagement of the one 
only mediatory jfefus Cbriji : of which there is 
no danger in defiring the prayers of any particular 
perfon or congregation here upon earth. And, 
whatever was the defign of the Romijh dodtrine 
of the invocation of faints : it is evident in faSt^ 
that the common people in that church do, in 
purfuance of it, apply to the mediation of the 
iaints much more than to that of Jefus Chrift ; 
and entertain falfe and pernicious fenthnents of the 
divine being, as almoft inacceflible and inexora- 
ble, or at leaft as wanting continual folicitations 
from all the faints about his throne, to be kind 
to their brethren upon earth. Moreover it 
takes for granted a ridiculous round of prayers, 
and of informations relating to thofe prayers ; 
all inconfiftent with the tenor of fcripture do- 
ctrine 3 and all upon the fuppofition, that they 
have knowledge of our addrefles, which we have 
no manner of reafon to believe diey have. 

For, what if there is * joy in theprefeme of the 
angels of God, over one fimer that repent eth ? 
Luke XV. lo. If thefe audi the like expreffions 
were not defigned to be figurative and hyperbo- 
lical, it is eafy to anfv^^er-j-^that the angels have 
their knowledge, and confequently the occafion 
of their joy, by immediate revelation from God. 
And the fame is true concerning thofe two pafla- 
ges in the Revelation \ XL 15. XIX. i, 2. 
What if at the refurredtipn the faints (hall be 
equal to the angels \ Luke XX. 36. or like un-- 
to the angels ? Forbear worftiiping them till that 
time : and you will then clearly fee, that neither 

O the 

• Grounds, pag. 44. 
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the one nor the other are to be worftiiped. And 
fo indeed you may now, if you will but take 
the fcripture for your guide : which particularly 
warns you, to let no man beguile you of your re- 
nvardy in a voluntary humility^ and worjhiping 
of angels \ Col. 11. i8. Surely then he muft be 
much more a volunteer in worftiip, who will of- 
fer that to faints, which is forbiddep to be offered 
to angels. 

But how indeed (hould either faints or angels 
know what pafles here upon earth, without im- 
mediate revelation from God ? How can they be 
fenfible of the feveral addrefles made to them in 
heaven, by their worfhipers in all parts of the 
chriflian world ; unlefs you will acknowledge 
they are themfelves poflefled of divine perfe<ftions, 
fuch as omniprefence, omnifcience, and fearch- 
ing of the heart ? And how will that confifl with 
the honour which is due to God alone? This orte 
thought is a fufficient anfwer to all the * reafbn- 
ings drawn from tbe light of glory ^ enjoy'd by 
the faints and angels in heaven ; and all the re- 
flexions upon any texts of fcripture relating to it. 

As for the example of Jacoby Gen. XL VIII, 
15, 16. the very recital of the words, I think, 
plainly fhews it was the Son of God himfelf, 
and not an ordinary angel, who is there fpoken 
of. God^ before whom my fathers^ Abraham 
and Ifaac, did walk ; the God, who fed me all my 
life lowg unto this day ; the angely who redeemed 
me from all evil, blefs the lads. And the fame 
appears to have been the angel, to whom yacob 
wept and made fupplication -, Hofea Xfi. 4. 

As 

* Grounds, pagg. 44, 45. 



[ 107 ] VIII. 

As for the benedidlion. Rev. I. 4. in the name 
of the /even Jpirits before the throne : I cannot 
fee that it includes any more, than that they were 
to be the minifters of that^r^r^ and peace ^ which 
proceed originally from God ; or that it can be 
any foundation of invocating them with religi- 
ous worfhip. 

But how will the Romanijis account for that 
remarkable example on the other fide of the 
queftion ; that of the apoftle John ? who, ^)^hen 
through the exceflive glory of the vifion he had 
received, ht fell down at the feet of the angel ivova 
whom he received it, met with this reproof from 
him : See thou do it not : I am thy fellow-fervanty iM 
and of thy brethren^ who have the tefiimony of 
yefus: worjhip God. The apoftle is here told 
by an angel, that he muft worjhip God^ in op- 
pofition to the thought of worjhiping angels : 
and the reafon for it is, becaufe angels are only 
fellowfervants with thofe who have the tefiimony of 
yefus. This fingle text, one would think, Ihould 
be liifficient, with thofe who have any regard to 
fcripture, to overthrow the worfhip of angels 
and faints. But notwithftanding all that can be 
faid againft this pradlice, the church of Rome 
is refolved to retain it : and in order thereto has 
fct up her own authority againft the authority of 
God. 

The fame is to be faid concerning the next ar- 
ticle* 
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IX. / do 7noJi Jirmly offer t^ that the 
images of Chrijiy and of the mother of 
God^ always a virgin^ and alfo of other 
faint Sy might to he had and retained : 
and that due \ honour and veneration 
ought to he given to them* 

But what IS this due veneration ? If it is to b? 
underftood by the conftant prad:icc of the Ro- 
mi/h church, (notwithftanding all their pretence? 
of a defire to * remove fuperftition, and not- 
withftanding the fubterfuge of a relative bonoufy 
and the laboured diftinSion between Aarpi'* 
and ^tfAgfa ) it is a direct and ^oiiiivt wQrJhip 
of the images themfelvcs. And what if the 
worfhipcF does not exprefsly fay to the image 
itfelf, / wQrfhip thee : yet if he is directed to . 
pray to it, to profefs his hope and trqft in it, 
and all this is to be attended with the folemnity 
of bowing to it, lighting candles, -^d burning 
incenfe before it -, what difference is the common . 
people likely to make in their minds between 
this and real worjhip ? And yet ail this wqrftip 
is, by the direftion of the Komijh church, paid 

to 

* Concil. Trident. Se6. XXV. 
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to a crucifix^ m the following words of their 
Breviary, appointed to be ufed on the evening 
before paflion Sunday:-!* Hail o crofs^ my only hope: 
do thoUy in this pajjion-feafon^ iriCreaje grace to the 
piouSy and blot out the cfimei of the guilty. 

'This is a ftated pubiic adt of devotion in the 
church of Rome. And therefor'cMt'is iiirprizing, 
that the author of the Grounds fliould abfolutely 

* deny * that the papifts pray to images; and 
^ that he {hould appeal to common fenfe, and 
^ to the Doway catechifm, as teaching them, 

* that images can neither fee nor hear^ nor help us^ 
Hence it appears however, that to ferve the inte- 
refls of mother church, papifts can allow them- 
felves to praiftife, publicly and ftatedly, what they 
acknowledge to be contrary to their own approved 
religious inftru6tions, and to common fenfe. He 
tells us, in the fame page, that * papifts are not 
^ taught to put truft and confidence in images, 
^ as the heathens did in their idols ; but are ex* 

* prefsly taught the contrary by the council of 

* I'rent' And it is certain, that the J council 
of "frent^ in the XXVth. fcflion, whatever their 
defign was, does ipeak to this purpofe. But 
ijvhy then is this public a6l of worfliip continued ? 
Why is every worfliiper ftill directed and obliged 

to 

f O crux, ave, fpes unica : hoc paffipnis tempore, piis adauge 
gratiam, reifque dele crimina. 

* pag. 47. 

X Non quod fiducia in imaginibus fit figenda, veluti olim fiebat i 
gentibu?, quae in iddis fp6m fuam collocabant. Concih Jrid. 
Sejf. XXV. devmerat* fanQor. &f imag. 
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to fay, hail J o crofs^ my only hope ; and cxpreisly 
to pray to it for grace and pardon ? TTbomas jiquU 
nas aded a much more honourable part, than ei-» 
ther this author or the council itfelf, when, dif- 
courfing on this very fubjedt, he faid : J * Wc 
yield the worfliip of latria^ [that is, w 
yield divine worjhip] to that, in which Vf% 

Elace the hope of falvation. But we place the 
ope of falvation in the crofs of Chrift. For 
the church fings, hail^ o crojs^ our only hope: 
do thou, in this paffion-Jeafonj increaje rigbteouf- 
nefs to the pious, and grant pardon to the guilty. 
Therefore the crofs of Chrift is to be adored 

with the adoration of latriaJ And again : 

It is adored with the fame adoration as Chriil 
himfelf J that is, with the adoration of latria. 
And for this reafon we fpeak to the crofs, and 
pray to it, as to him jvho was crucified/ 

As to the images of the virgin Mary and other 
Jaints\ it is notorious, that there is in the church 
of Rome fuch a veneration paid to them, as the 
fcripture no where allows to the perfons themfelves 
whom they reprefent. It is no wonder therefore, 
that in that church images of God the Father 

and 

X nil exhibemus latriae cultum, in quo ponimus fpem falutis : (ed 
in cruce ChrifU ponimus fpem falutis : cantat enim ecclefia ; 
truxy ave, fies unka : hoc paffionis tempore, auge fiisjufiitiam, ri' 
ifque dona wentam. Ergo crux ChriiH adoranda eft adoradone hr 
triae. Aquin. fum. part. III. qu. 25. art, 4. 

Adoratur eadcm adoratione cum Ckrifto^ fc. adoratione latria x 
tc propter hoc etiam crucem alloquimur & deprecamur, quafi ip 
fum crucifixum. Ihid. 
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and of the blefled Trinity ftiould be allowed; and 
that the author, 1 have fo often referred to, fhou'd 
think himfelf obliged to palliate thefe things, at 
the fame time that he obferves * ' their profeflion 
* of faith makes no mention of fuch images/ But 
his argument from the title of the Ancient of 
4ays^ afcribed to the Moft High, Dan. Vll. 9. 
will never juftify the painting God the Father 
under the figure of an old man : efpecially after 
that exprefs charge of Mofes to the Ifraelites^ 
Deut. IV. 15, 16. Take ye therefore good heed to 
yourjehes ; Jor ye faw no manner of fmilitude on 
the day that the Lord Jpake unto you in Horeb out 
of the midft of the fire : lefi ye corrupt your-- 
JeheSy and make you a graven image ^ thefimili^ 
tude of any figure ^ the likenefs of male or female. 
And as for painting the Holy Ghoft under the 
fimilitude of a dove: there is no foundation for 
that in the text cited to fupport it. For St. Mat- 
thew ^ III. 16. fays only, that at the baptifm of 
Chrift the holy Ghofi defended like a dove, and 
lighted on him \ that is, defcended as a dove de- 
fcends : whence it is probable, that a bright lu- 
minous appearance defcended and hovered oyer 
our Saviour's head: but nothing more can be 
certainly concluded from the words. 

I fhall conclude my remarks on this articlfe 
with quoting the curfes of the fecond council of 
Nice againft thofe who difapprove the fubjedt of 
it. Befides their 'f- repeated exclamations ; we 

* receive 

* Grounds, pag. 49. 
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recehe and falute the venerable images ; we Jub^ 
je£l to a curje thoje who are otherwije minded ; a 
curfe to thofe^ tvho take the fayings of holy fcrip^ 
ture againfi idols ^ as Jpoken of the venerable ima- 
ges J a curfe to thofe who do not Jalute the holy and 
venerable images ; a curfe to thofe who call the fa- 
cred images idols : befides thefe exclamations, I 
fay, the -f addrefs of the council, with the 
patriarch l*ara/ius at their head, to the emperor 
Conjiantine and hr^ mother Irene^ very fully 
expreffes their fenfe, in the following words. 
'7/'j manijefi; that it is confefj'edly and without 
doubt acceptable and well pleafing to God, to adore 
and falute the imaged reprefentations of the oeco- 
nomy * of our Lord Jefus Chrijl, and of the un- 

defkd 



^HOi y^x^fii pivHi Tuf x^ r «c/JwA.ay, §i( twV^t^aV HKhvof, dvd^' 

^>^^l?^ 7«V Uf^i ti'Aivoi « cAiAtf* ctVflt 3«fut. ConciL Nicacn. II. 
apud Labbe, torn. VII. pag. 576, 592. 

l/.i<ti vi iUJeiu iiJS^ 'hoi Xf/ri?, ;^ i d^dvT^ ^otokv j^ «tV 7«p3t- 
dcard^iSl^* Koi m' 77 ( ni Siviff i^i, df^* dfjLpioCnniti j^ vom «tki 
fAo/x>t nuSSffuioJ'Q-. pag. 5S4. 

* The peeonomf of our Lordjefiu Chrift. This phrafe is cxplain'J' 
in the confeflion of Bafil, bilhop of AncyrUy prefented to this fame 
fynod, as fignifying the manhood of our bleffed Saviour ; that iif- 
fenfation of our Lordjefus Chrift, ^hmhyfor our falvation hi hi- 
tame man. Ibid. pag. 57. 



w^ ' -« - V ^"W. • "jr 



[ "3 ] X. 

ikfi/ed mother of God, and ever-virgin Mary, of 
the honourable angels, and of all the faints. And 
if any man does not hold this, but doubts and fickem 
concerning the adoration of the venerable images : 
him our holy and oecumenical fynod anathematizes. 
The council here is very pofitive, that the pra- 
d:ice ipoken of is confejfedly and without all doubt 
well pleafng to God', though throughout the whole 
fcries of their adts it appears, that there were 
many who believed it highly difpleafng to him 5 
which was indeed the occafion of their often re- 
peated curfes. But if they themfelves were ever 
io well fatisfied in worfliiping images : yet me- 
thinks it was unmerciful to put all thofe under a 
folemn curfe, who fhould ever have a doubt or 
qualm in their mind about it; efpecially fincethey 
tell us almoft in the fame breath, in which they 
pronounce the curfe, that % Anathema is no other 
than afeparationfrom God. But thus the holyjy-- 
nod has decreed. 

In the tenth article, the believer of pope P/- 
us's Creed is taught to fay : 



X. / do alfo affirm^ that the power of 
Indulgences was by Chrtji left in the 
Church ; and that the ufe of them is ve- 
ry falutary to the chriflian people. 

P Nov/ 

J T> iU^m ijiv Inefy ^v* » ^iiar(4fi^ e^i?. pag. sH* 
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Now concerning this article it may very fafely 
be aflirm'd, that it is much more beneficial to the 
prieft, than to the people. To the prieft indul- 
gences are of great advantage, in this refped:, 
that they bring him in much riches. But to the 
people they are evidently hurtful, both in the 
concerns of this vsrorld, and of that which is to 
come. With their worldly fubftance they pay 
dear for that, which has an evident tendency to 
the ruin of their fouls. For, what other ten- 
dency can there be in a man's believing, that for 
money he can purchafe a pardon, not only for 
fins paft, but for iiich as he (hall commit in time 
to come ; whatever his own wicked heart is incli- 
ned to commit, or whatever he may be drawn 
into, by venturing in the way of the moft dange- 
rous temptations? What man efpedally, whoi 
has plenty of this world's good, will ever lay that 
rtflraint upon his aficdlions, in which the very 
crtcncc of religion and virtue confifts ; what re- 
gard can be had to the declarations of God's dit- 
pleafure againft finncrs, and his refolution to pu- 
t\\ih them with a final reparation from his favour; 
if men can be brought to believe, that he has 
put it in the power of their fellow-creatures to 
Jblblvc them beforehand, or to enable them to 
lihlolvc themfclvcs? And what gave them the 
confidence to afiirm, that Cirtfi left this power of 
f^igences in the church ? A power he has cer- 
tainly left, of declaring the forgivenefs of the tra- 
hr penitent. But if he has left the real power of 
J^iving fins, to prieft, or pope, or to any man, 

or 
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or body of men in the world, to be difpofed of 
at their will and pleafure3 he has thereby put it 
out of his own hands, and even out of the hands 
of the Father too. And if any man can by the 
authority of the church be perfuaded to interpret 
fcripture in this fcnfe ; I fhall never wonder at 
any abfurdities or immoralities he may be guilty 
of. 

The papifts indeed, when they think it may 
ferve their turn, particularly when they are en- 
deavouring to make converts among proteftants, 

* deny that they mean by indulgences a leave to 

* commit fin, or pardon for fins to come.* And 
this is particularly denied by the author of the 
Grounds of catholic doBrine^ pag. 49. But to 
what purpofe is it to deny thefe things? What if 
this leave to commit ftriy ox pardon for Jim to come^ 
is not exprefsly fet down in the words of the In- 
dulgence itfelf ? Yet if provifion be made, where- 
by a man may, for a certain fum, fecure an indul- 
gence for any fin he fhall commit ; does it not 
come to much the fame thing ? The council of 
T^rent acknowledges, * that Chriji has left to the 
church the power tf bejiowing indulgences : and 'tis 
well known, that the popes, from age tq age, 
take into their own hands the exefcife of this 
power. And according to this conftitution of 
things it follows, as ^f- ^ho7nas Aquinas honeftly 
owns; that * tho' the man who takes out an in- 

P 2 * dulgence 

• Seff. XXV. continuat. die 4. Decemb. 

^ Dicendum, quod ille qui indulgentias fufcipit, non abfolvitur 
iunpliciter loquendo, a debito poense \ fed datur fibi unde debituai 
folvat. Ac^, fum, /uffl, terti^ partis^ ^«, XXV. art. .. 
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dulgence is not ftriitly fpeaking thereby abfbl- 
ved from the debt of punifliment; yet there is 
that given to him, whereby he may abfolve 
himfelf/ And the fame author afTures youj 
that * indulgences are fometimes fo given, that 
he who aflifts in erefting a fabric, fhall have the 
third part of his fins remitted: fometimes fo, 
that he who goes to a certain church, fhall have 
feven years of pardon: and that if in any 
church there is a perpetual indulgence, as, in 
St. Peter's church, an indulgence of 40 days ; 
then, fo often as any one goes there, fo often 
he obtains the indulgence/ Now is not this ill 
efFeft c leave to commit Jifty or a pardon bejorebandi 
when a man knows he has nothing elfe to do, but 
to get within reach of fuch a church, when he 
wou'd commit his intended villany; or, as foon 
as it is over, go and purchafe a feven years par^ 
dony or a pardon for the third part of all bis pafi 
fns? Butftill, this was doing bufinefs only by 
piece-meal. And therefore the popes thought fit 
to grant plenary indulgences for all fins ; and that 
upon a great variety of occafions, fuited to the 
various talles and circumftances of the people. 
Out of a confiderable number of inflances cited 
by a -f- Romijh author, I fhall only mention a 

few, 

* Aliquando datur indulgenda, quod qui dat auxilium ad all- 
quam fabricam erigendam, tertiam partem remiffionis peccatorum 
confequatur. — Quandoque datur hoc modo indulgenda, quod qui 
vadit ad aliquam eccleiiam, feptem annos remiflionis ^niequatur. 
Ibid. art. 2. — Si in aliqua eccleiia fit indulgentia perennis, ficut 
in ecclefia B. Petri, 40 dienun ; tunc quoties aliquis vadit^ todes 
indalgendam confequitur. Ibid, conclus. ad quartum. 

f Plenana indulgenda datur folum a fummis pondiicibus : quctd 
it diverfimodc. Aliquando enim datur udliter omnibus certain lo- 

OOSk 
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few. ' Sometimes a plenary indulgence is given 
profitably to all who fhall vifit a certain place ; 
and given fimply, that is, for all time ; as it 
is commonly faid concerning the vifiters of our 

Lord's fepulchre, Sometimes it is given to 

all who vifit a certain place on a certain day 
' within the year : as it is granted to the church 

of St. Mary. Sometimes it is granted to all 

who (hall perform a certain work : e. g. fuch 
as fhall take the crofs, and go to war againfl 
the infidels s whether they go in perfon, or fend 
warriors, or give a certain fiim of money, by 
way of alms, for fuch a work, orforfome other 
pious bufinefs* A famous example of plenary 
indulgence may be feen in the -f* Canon Law, 
granted by pope Boniface YIW. to all fuch as 
fliou'd, in the firfl year of each century, vifit 
the churches of St. Peter and St. Paul. The 
words are : We jhall and do grants not only 
full and larger y but the fullejl pardon of all fins. 
Which is confirmed in the next chapter by Cle^ 
wnent VI. who reduces the jubilee to every fiftieth 
yjear ; and includes the church of Later an. His 

words are : Decreeing that they who Jlmll^ 

for 

cum vifitantibus ; fimpliciter, i. e. pro omni tempore : ficut com- 
siuniter dicitur de vifitantibus fepulchrum Domini. — Aliquando 
datur indulgentia plenaria omnibus vifitantibus certum locum certa 

die infra annum ; ut concefiTum eft ecclefiae S. Mariae. > Tertio 

modo datur indulgentia plenaria omnibus facientibus certum opus : 
puta afilimentibus crucem ad bellandum contra infideles ; vel eunti- 
bus, vel mittentibus bellatores contra illos; vel dantibus certam 
fummam pecuniae eleemofynaliter pro tali opere, niel alio pio negotio. 
Antonin. Repertor. part. I. tit. lo. fedl. 4. 

-f* Non folum plenam & largiorem, imo pleniflimam omnium 
fuorum concedemus, 4 concedimus*, veniam peccatorum. Lib. V. 
ixtrav. cmmun. tit* 9. cap, i. . 
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for devotiorfsfake^ vifit thefe churches y Jh all obtain 
thefullefi pardon of all their Jins. 

It is furprizing, that a mortal man fhou'd ever 
dare to decree in this manner : or to fay, as Bth 
niface does. We grant the fulleji pardon oj allfm. 
But, from one degree to another, this^ matter was 
at length carried to fuch an extravagant height, 
that it is no great wonder, that the docSlrine of 
indulgences ftiou'd, under the hand of God, 
prove the immediate occafion of the Reforma- 
tion. If the council oi Trent ^ by reafbn of the 
fcandal which this dodtrine brought upon their 
church, did * ordain, * that abufes (hou'd be 

* corrected, and evil lucre aboliftied ^ it has ftill 
for want of being particular enough, left room 
for the return of moft, if not all, the abufes and 
fcandals which this do6trine ever introduced. 

And even the author of the Grounds of catho- 
lic doBrine^ when he quotes fcripture, to prove 
that Chrift has left the power of indulgences in 
the church, does it in fuch a manner, as if he 
wou'd have us expedt from them the real pardon 
of fin J tho' he had before ^f* told us, that by in- 
dulgences he meant no more, than * a releafing of 

* the debt of temporal punifhment/ He % pro- 
duces in particular the word$ of Chrift to Peter^ 
Mat. XVI. 19. (the fame text which he had || 
before quoted to prove, * that fuch fins as exclude 
^ from the kingdom of heaven cannot be remitted 
^ independently of the keys of the church') I mil 
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven : 

and 

* Seff. XXV. Decemb. 4. deer, de indulg. 

t pag- 49« t pag. SO- B Fg- 2^; 
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and wbatjbever thou jhalt bind on earth Jhall be 
bound in heaven ; and what/oever thou Jhalt loofe on 
earth jhall be loafed in heaven. But it is evident, in 
the firft place, that this power, whatever it was, 
was not in thefe words givea.to the church, but to 
Peter. It is further evident, from the context, 
wherein Peter had confefs'd that jfefus was the 
Chrijiy the Son of the living God, and Chrift had 
aiTured him that upon that rock he would build his 
church ; it is evident, I fay, from this context, that 
the power oi binding and loofing related to the aw- 
ful efFed:s of his preaching Chrift's dodlrine, by the 
immediate diredlion and afliftance of the holy 
Ghoft. And the fame power, defcribed in the like 
figurative manner, Chrift gave to all the reft of the 
apoftles, Joh. XX. 22, 23. when he breathed on 
them, and faid. Receive ye the holy Ghoji : whofejo- 
ever fins ye remits they are remitted unto them\ and 
nvhofefoever fins ye retain, they are retained. That 
this is the true meaning of the words in St.M^/- 
thew, appears by the promiie in the beginning of 
the verfe; I will give unto thee the keys of the king^ 
dom of heaven-, which was made good in Peter's 
having the honour to open the dodlrine of the 
kingdom of heaven, by being the firft perfon who 
preached the gofpel after Chrift's refurrcdtion. 
There is therefore nothing of popifti indulgences 
in the cafe ; nothing relating to the power of re- 
leafing the debt of temporal punifliment : much 
lefs is there any thing like the real power of for- 
giving fuch fins as exclude from the kingdom of 
heaven ; otherwife than as Peter was im powered 
anddiredled to preach that gofpel, which ftiould 
have this happy efte<5t on thofe who embraced it. 
As to the words of St. Paid, 2 Cor, II. 10. make 
pnly the neceflary allowances for the extraordinan{ 
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cafe of apoftolical power, to which they plainly 
relate; and confider ihtCorinthians as having been 
dircdled by an infpir'd apoftle to pronounce a fen- 
tence, which vifibly produced extraordinary effects : 
and you will then find it a hard matter to prove, 
that the text afcribes any more power to the 
church itfelf, than that of (hewing, that the of- 
fence which they had juftly conceived againft a 
notorious finncr was removed from their minds, 
by his giving proofs of a fincere repentance. 'Tis 
certain however, that the forgivenefs here fpoken 
of will do no fervice to the church of Rome in her 
doftrine of indulgences, till that church can prove 
(he has the fame power, by which the apoftle 
afted. For the right underftanding of this text, 
*tis ncceflfary to go back to the former epiftle to 
the Corinthians. Where we find : that a certain 
perfon in the church of Corinth had been guilty 
6f a very foul and grievous crime : that this had 
been too much connived at : and that the apoftle 
thought fit hereupon to exercife that extraordinary 
power, which by the immediate gift of the holy 
Ghoft was conferred upon him, of folemnly deli- 
venng the man unto Sat any for the dejiru&ion of 
the fiejhy that his foul might befaved in the day of 
the Lord 'f that is, of infliding fome dreadful judg- 
ment or calamity upon his body, that by reflefting 
upon this immediate and vifible hand of God he 
riiight be brought to a better mind, as by the event 
it appears he was. Read only the apoftle's words 
to the church of Corinth, (for it was upon theit 
pronouncing the judgment, that it was to take ef- 
fedt) and you will plainly fee that this was the 
cafe. I Cor.Y. 3, 4, 5. I verily , as abfent in bodyi 
butprefentinfpirity have judged already ^ as though 
^were prefent^ concerning him who bath Jo dor^ this 
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deed : In the ttame of the Lord J ejus Chrifiy "when ye 
are gathered together y andmyfpirtty'witb the power 
of the Lordjefus Chriji; to deliver Jucb a one unto 
^atan^Jor the deftruSiion ofthefiejh, that thejjnrit. 
may befaved in the day of the Lord Jefus. The 
apoftle cannot here be undcrftood merely as agree- 
ing and concurring with the Corinthian church, 
in a cenfure to be paffed upon an offender. His 
words include abundantly more. Befides the fo- 
Jemn mention of the name of the Lord Jefus 
Cbrift ; here is the mention of the Spirit j that 
extraordinary Spirit^ with which the apoftle was 
endued, and oi the power of our Lord J efus Chrifiy 
a^ prefent with the church, in denouncing the 
judgment ; all this, for delivering over the oflFeu-- 
der unto Sett an ^ for the deJiru£iion ofthefejh. Tis 
to the like purpofc, that the fame apoftle fays 
concerning Hymenaeus and Alexander^ i Tim. L 
zo. that he had delivered them unto Satan^ that 
they might learn not to blafpheme. Which words 
cannot be underftpod of a churches cenfure ; for 
the apoftle fpeaks of the thing as his own ad: : 
nor do they include the judging of the offenders 
to future mifery ; but to fome prefent fuffering, 
to teach them not to blafpheme^ that they might 
avoid future mifery. It plainly appears therefore 
to be meant of fome extraordinary judgment from 
heaven, infiifted on their bodies, for the awaken- 
ing of their minds. The fame power the apoftle 
cxercifed, when he ftruck Elymas thefarcerer with 
fudden blindnejs^ for endeavouring to pervert the 

deputy from the faith, ASts XIII. 6 12. And 

what was the infliding of fudden death upon 
Ananias and Sappbira, but an cxercife of the 
fame power, in the higheft degree.'^ All this, 

Q^ which. 
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which was the extraordinary gift of God, confer- 
red on the apoftles, for confirming the authority 
of the dodtrine they taught, was agreeable to a 
received opinion of the Jews, that diftempers, as 
well as other calamities, had the nature of divine 
judgments : which was the reafon of the difciples 
afking Chrift, concerning the man born blind, 
whether tbe^n was in the man himfelf, or in his 
parents; Jobn IX. 2. 

Now it appears, from the cafe before us, as 
well as from the many beneficial miracles which 
the apoftles wrought ; that as they had a power 
to inflid: judgments, fo they had likewife a power 
to releafe from them. And as they were, under 
the hand of God, the immediate punt/hers of fin, 
in the judgments which th^y infliiled-, fo when,by 
the extraordinary power communicated to them, 
they rekajed from thofe judgments, they were as 
properly, in the fame refpedt, faid to forgive. It 
does not appear, that the fame power was com- 
municated to the* churches, even in the moft early 
days : particularly it does not appear that the 
church of Corinth itfelf was poffeffed of any fuch 
power ; though it is certain it abounded, as other 
churches then did, with extraordinary gifts. The 
power was left immediately in the hands of the 
apoftles. Yet it was wifely ordered, that the bo- 
dily puniftiment fliou'd overtake the inceftuous 
perfon upon the church's pronouncing that judg- 
ment, to which an infpir'd apoftle had direded 
them ; and that upon their forgiving him, in obe- 
dience to the apoftle's direftion, when he came to 
be fatisfied of his fincere repentance, he fliould be 
releafed from the bodily punifliment. ^ 

* Halving altered vr^ mind in this point Jtnce thefirft fuhliping rf 
/^/j eJTay; I am not ajhamtd to 9wn the alteration. 
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Let any man judge^ from the apoftle's own 
words, whether this is not his meaning. 2 Cor. IL 
6 — 9. Sufficient tofuch a man is this punijhment^ 
which was infliSied of many. So that contrariwife 
ye ought rather to forgive him^ and comfort him^ left 
perhaps fuch a onejhould bejwallowedup with over^ 
mucbjbrrow. Wherefore I befeech yoUy that ye would 
confirm your love towards him. For to this end al/b 
did I write ; that I might know the proof of you ^ 
whether ye be obedient in all things. Then follow 
the words of the controverted text, vcr. 10. ^0 
whom ye forgive any things I forgive alfo : for if I 
forgave any thing 5 to whom I forgave ity for your 
fakes forgave I ity in the perfon of Chrift. From 
which words, and particularly from the apoftle's 
faying, that he jorgave in the perfon ofCbrifly > I 
think it evident ; that the inftances of forgiving^ 
to which he refers, were releafes from immediate 
and vjfible judgments of God, inflidled by that 
extraordinary power, which was communicated 
to the apoftles. When the church of Rome can 
thus, by the meer force of her cenfures, bring 
down immediate judgments from heaven upon 
the perfons cenfured, and when we fee this by the 
effedts thcmfelves ; it will be time enough for us 
to believe, that (he can forgive^ in the fenfc of 
this text ; that is, releafe the true penitent from 
that diftemper, or other calamity, which her 
cenfure brought upon him. But, as in other 
cafes, fo in this : that church vainly pretends to 
have, as a ftanding power remaining in her, 
what was the extraordinary gift of the holy 
Ghoft to the apoftles. And becaufe this Almighty 
does not concur with her cenfures, by infli<fting 
immediate judgments from heaven> fhc will do 

Qji the 
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moreover; what is in thofe two articles faid in 
a general way, concerning the catholic and apo/tth- 
lie churchy is here exprelsly confined to the church 
of Rtme ; that its diiciples may be taught to be- 
lieve, the church of Rome is the catholic churchy 
and the only trae church of" Jefiis Chrift. 

But how abfurd is this a£ertion, as well as 
falfe in fad ? The church of Rome is a particular 
church, profefSng the chriilian dodrine, tho' in 
a very corrupt and erroneous manner. Now, to 
believe that this, or any other particular church, 
in Italy y or France^ or Spain^ or England^ or any 
where elfc, is the catholic^ i. e. the univer&l 
church ; is to believe that a part is the whok : 
and to talk of the catholic church of Rome, is juft 
as good fenfe, as to talk of a general Jpecial^ or 
a univerfal particular. 

And as to the falfity of the Roman church be- 
ing the mother of all churches ; that is very plain 
from the hiftory of the new teftament. Which 
affures us, that the firft church was gathered in 
^erujalem^y many circumftances concurring to 
order it fo : particularly, our Lord's trial and 
crucifixion there, after he had employed in that 
place aconfiderable part of his miniftry; his re- 
ibrrcftion from the dead; and the defcent of the 
holy Ghoft upon his apoftles. All thefe circum- 
ftances, together with Chrift*s own command to 
his apoftles, to begin their preaching at ^eru* 
Jalemy Luke XXIV, concurred to make J^^" 
Jalem the place, where the firft church mould 
M)e gathered. And befides the church of Jeru^ 
falem^ many churches were gathered in other 

places^ 
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places, before there was any church at Rmu : 
fo far is that from being the mother-'church. 

Then, as to authority : the new teftament 
knows no fuch thing, as the making any one 
church Jbvereign or mifirefs over others. If any 
one could claim the fovereignty, it muft be that 
which was firft gathered in Jerufalem^ by the 
miniftry of the apoftles : becauie it was from 
that body of chriftians that the chriftian doctrine 
was fpred, into all thofe places which afterwards 
received it. But there is no footftep of any au^ 
thority 01 power ^ claimed by that or by any church 
in the new teftament, over any othet- whatever : 
nor any foundation for this pretended authority 
of the church of Rome over other churches, but 
what arifes from a v^rrong interpretation of the 
words of our Saviour to the apoftle Feter \ who is 
fuppofed to have been afterwards bifhop oiRome^ 
tho' it is ftill a doubt, whether he ever was there. 
Upon Peter's confeffing Chriji to be the Son of the 
living Gody Chrift gave a ftrong teftimony of his 
approving that confeffion, by alluding to his 
name, which fignifies a rock, and faying to 
him : thou art Peter ; and upon this rock I will 
build my churchy and the gates of hell Jhall mt 
prevail again ji it : and I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven ; and whatjoever 
thou Jhalt bind on earth Jhall be bound in heaven ; 
and whatfoever thou foalt loofe on earth Jhall be 
loofed in heaven. Mat. XYL 16 19. 

The rock, upon which Chrift built hk cburoh, 
was not the finnnefe of Peter lumfelf, who after 
this moft Ihamefully denied his mafter with oat^s 
^d curfes ; but t!ie goodsiefe of hisconfe^n ; a- 

greeably 
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greeably to which we find, in the follbwin^ h^- 
ftory of the new teftament, that the acknow- 
ledging "Jefus to be the Son of God^ was looked 
on as receiving the whole chriftian doctrine ; this 
being the firm foundation, upon which the whole 
fuperftrudure was built. As to Cbriji's giving 
unto Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven*, that 
receives a clear explication from his being, by the 
providence of God, made the inftrument of open- 
ing the dodrine of the kingdom of heaven ; in 
being the firft preacher of the gofpel, both to 
yews and Gentiles, after the refurreftion and af- 
cenfion of Chrift, whereby his kingdom was 
cftabliflied. T^iis is the plain and evident rnean- 
ing of Chrijfs giving to Peter the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven. The giving him thereby the 
power, oi letting in ox jhutting out from the hap- 
pinefs of that kingdom whomfoever he pleafed, is 
too abfurd a thought to deferve a mention \ as it * 
is abfolutely inconliftent with the wifdom of di- 
vine government, Befides, if any fuch mean- 
ing as this could be gathered from the follow- 
ing words, whatjbever thou jhalt hind on earth 
Jhall he hound in heaven, and whatjbever thou Jhalt 
loofe on earth Jhall be loofed in heaven : the fame 
extent, of power was undoubtedly given by our 
Lord to all the apoflles, a little before his afcen- 
lion, and confequently not confined to Peter: 
yohn XX. 23. Whofefoever fns ye remit, thej 
are remitted unto them*, and whofefoever Jins ye 
retain, they are retained. Yet there is no fem- 
blance of an argument, from thefe or any other 
words of our Lord, that his apoflles, or any o- 
ther men upon earth, (hould have power^, at their 

wfll 
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will and pleafure, to determine whofe lins (hould 
be forgiven, and whofe not forgiven ; who (hould 
be admitted into the ftate of future happinefe, 
and who excluded. No : they can with no co- 
lour of reafon be underftood to mean any thing 
like this. They fignify indeed, that the apoftles, 
faithfully preaching the dodhine of the kingdonx 
of heaven, under the infallible guidance and di- 
rection of the holy Ghoft, fliould by the tenour 
of that preaching fully make known, who were 
the perfons that fliould be faved, and who con* 
demned : and that they had authority to afTure , 
thofe who fliould embrace the chriftian dodtrifle, 
and conform their lives to it, that they fliould in- 
herit eternal life; and that thofe who fliould 
. malicioufly reject it, or contradidt their profef- 
fion of it by a wicked courfe of adlion, fliould 
be finally miferable. This is that power of 
binding and loafing^ which was committed to Pe^ 
ter^ and of remitting and retaining fins^ com- 
mitted to him and his brethren together. 

And now what becomes of Peters pretended 
charadler, as prince ' of the apojiles and vicar of 
ye/us Cbriji? How vifible indeed is it, that 
Chrifl: was determined to have no vicar upoa- 
earth ; no one of his apoftles prince over the 
reft ; no head of the church befides himfelf ? What 
elfe could he mean in thofe words. Mat. XXIIL 8. 
Be not ye called Rabbi : for one is your mafiery 
even CbriJI ; and all ye are brethren. What could 
he mean by thofe words, Luke XXIL 25, 26. 
occafioned by a ftrife among the apoftles, which 
Jhould be the greatejl ; which was a proper fea- 
fon for deciding whether any, and which in par- 

R ' ticular. 
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ticular, fhould have fuperiority over the reft? 
He /aid unto them : the kings of the gentiles exer- 
cife lordjhip over them \ and they that exercife au^ 
thority upon them are called benefaSlors. But ye 
Jfhall not be Jo : but he who is great eji among you^ 
(that is, moft defer vedly in efteem) kt him be as 
the younger \ and he that is chief as he that doth 
ferve. Thefe, and other like things, were faid 
to Peter y as well as to the reft of the apoftles. And 
throughout the whole new teftament there is no 
footftep or appearance, of his ever having looked 
on himfelf, or his being acknowledged by his 
brethren, to have a fuperiority over them. 

The papifts indeed eagerly catch at any thing, 
that may feem to countenance this fuperiority. 
But in their eagernefs they are fometimes fb un- 
happy, as to lay hold on texts, which make dire- 
Gly againft them ; which call to mind Peter's 
failings, and give him advice fuitable to the re- 
membrance of them. Such are two of the texts 
quoted by the author of * the Grounds. The 
one of which gives him warning beforehand 
of the great fall, which would be occafioned by 
his high conceit of his own ftrength; and exhorts 
him, whenever he fliould be recovered, to do 
what he could to prevent the fall of others : Luke 
XXII. 32. When thou art converted^ jirengfben 
thy brethren. This is very far from * committing 
^ unto Peter the care of his brethren the apoftles,* 
any otherwife than letting him khow, that it 
would be his duty tq remove, as for as he fhould 
be able, the ftumbling-block which his fall 
would lay in their way : and inftcad of a com- 

mHHon 
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miffion conveying authority, it is indeed an ad- 
vice and exhortation, arifing from the view of 
his own failings. The other text, John XXL 
15, 16, 17. direftly points at P^/^r s fhameful 
fail, after it was over, and at that prefumption 
which was the occafion of it ; exhorting him to 
take care for the future, rather to attend to his 
own duty in feeding the fiock of Chrijiy than to 
boaft as if he loved his matter more than any of 
his brethren did. This was a manifeft rebuke to 
his raftinels, in having promifed, that tho' all 
Jhould forfake Chrifi^ yet nvould not he : and the 
rebuke was the more vifible, in thrice repeating 
the queftion, Simon /on of JonaSy leveji thou me ; 
and once putting it thus, lo'veji thou me more than 
theje. And Peter himfelf was fenfible of it, in only 
anfwering. Lord thou knoweft Hove thee j without 
venturing to intimate, as before, that he herein 
exceeded his brethren. And as to the exhorta- 
tion, to feed Chriji's jheep and lambs : that w^s 
evidently a duty common to all the apoflles : 
and tho' now moft properly, and with inimitable 
force, recommended to Peter in particular, yet 
was fo far from being confined to him, that Peter 
Jiimfeif afterwards exhorted the elders, ox prejby^ 
ters, among thofe to whom he direfted his firft 
epiftle, to perform the very fame duty ; i P^f. 
V. I, 2. What femblance now of a fuperiority 
in Peter is there to be fetched from thefe texts ? 
And how does St. PauPs with/landing him to the 
face at Antioch confift, either with hia fuperio- 
rity, or his infallibility ? 

And even, M Peter had been infallible, and had 
been conftituted fupreme over hisb^r^tbrens which,. 

R 8 'v^ 
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'tis plain, he was not : yet how would that prove, 
that the church of Rome is tbe mother andmi/irefs 
of all churches ; and that the pope of Rome is 
bijhop of biJhopSj and prince of all pafiors\ and 
that obedience is to be ptomifed and Iworn to the 
bifliop of Rtme^ as vicar of Jejiis Chriji ? How 
endlefs is the number of fuppofitions, vain and 
falfe fuppofitions, upon which fuch a dodlrine 
muft be built ? Efpecially how (hall the unlearnecl 
chriftian, who is forbidden to read the fcriptures, 
and has no acquaintance with ecclefiaftical hifto- 
ry-y how (hall he arrive at fuch a knowledge, a$ 
fnall enable him with a good confcience to 
make fuch a promife as is required in this article ? 
Yet this, as well as all the reft, is made necefja- 
ry to fahation ! So fays the conclufion of this 
creed, in the words of pope Pius V. And to 
the fame purpofe fays * the Canon-Law, in the 
words of Bonijace VIIL Moreover we declare^ 
end fay y and define ^ and pronounce to every human 
creature ^ that it is altogether necejfary to falva-- 
tion^ to be fiibjcB to the V^om2in pontif But in- 
deed it is no wonder, that fubjedtion to the popes 
fhould be made necejfary to fahation^ when we 
confider the titles and powers they claim to them- 
fclves. Thus pope \ Nicholas fays : // appears 
evidently enough^ that tbe pontif can neither at all 
be bound or loojed by thefecular power ; whom 'tis 

certain 

^ PoiTO, fubefle Romano pontifici, omni humanac creatune de- 
plaramus, dicimus, <ieiinimus & pronunciamus, omnino eilede neccf- 
fitate falutis, Extrwux commun, de majorit. ^ obed. lib, I. ///. 8* 
cap. I . 

f Satis evidenter oftenditur, i feculari poteftatc nee ligari j)ror- 
fusy nee folvi pofle pontificem ; quein conilat a pio principe Conftan- 
tino Dcum appe^latam > nee pofle Deum ab hominir us Judicari ma- 
nifeiium eil. Decret, }art, I. diflinSl, <^6. c. 7, 
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certain ConA^intiney that pious prince^ called God: 
and 'tis manijejithat God cannot be judged by tfien. 
Nor is it any wonder, that from this pretended ful- 
nefs of power they undertake tp. dethrone princes, 
and toabfolve. their fubjedts. froiiit all obligations 
of fidelity and obedience^ But whatever extra- 
vagant power they may bla4>hemoufly afiiime to 
themlelves; ourbufinefs is to take care, above all 
things, that we obey God : and this in many cafes 
it will be impoffible to do, without difobeying 
them. 

The laft article is conceived in the following 
words. 



XII. / do without doubting receive and 
p^ofefs all other things which have been 
deliver edy defined and declared by the fa- 
cred canons and oecumenical councils^ and 
efpecially by the holy fy nod of Trent : and 
all things contrary thereunto^ and all 
herefies condemned^ rejeSied and anathe^- 
matized by the churchy I dolikewife con- 
demny rejeSl and anathematize. 

This is very fit to be the concluding article of 
the overbearing and perfecuting church of Rome. 
The private unlearned chriftian muft, at the pe- 
ril of his ialvation, without any doubting^ receive 
and profefs (what he neyer had nor can ever ei- 
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pedl to have the opportunity of knowing) all 
things which have been deUveredy defined and de-r 
dared by the f acred canons and oecumenical coun- 
cilsj and efpecially by the Jynod of T^rent. It 
would be hard enough to require a full afient to 
all thefe things, even from thofe who were beft 
acquainted with them. Nor indeed do I believe, 
that any one perfon in the world, not even they 
who advifed pope Pius to give authority to this 
article, nor his holinefs himfelf, did ever without 
doubting receive all the things here required to he 
received. And yet without this faitb^ you will 
prcfcntly be told, no man can be faved. 

But even the believing all this is not enough. 
You are not a true believer in the church of 
Home^ if you do not condemn^ and anathematize 
All that is under that charader condemned and a- 
nathcmatizcd bv the church. You muft concur 
with the church in condemning for heretics aU 
thofc whom the church condemns; that is, 
aU thofe, who do not believe exadly as the church 
believes, and who will not in every refpedl do as 
the church bids them. And what is the confe- 
quence of this ; but that you muft give your con- 
fent to the burning, or otherwife cruelly tor- 
menting and deftroying, all thofe, whofe confci- 
enccfi Will not fufFer them to profefs what they 
cannot fee rcafon to believe? Let a man give ever 
fuch clear proofs of the integrity of his heart, 
by a holy courfe of life j and let him ever fo 
folemnly declare, that there are fome things re- 
quired by the church of Rome^ which he be- 
lieves to be contrary to the mind of Chrift, or 
at leaft is not convinced that they are agreeaUe 

to 
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to his mind : yet according to this article he is a 
heretic, and muft be treated as a heretic. 

In this and the preceding article you fee the 
true fpirit of popery : you fee it is of the very 
eflfence of popery to domineer over the coniciences 
of men, and to exercife all manner of ftvevityr 
and cruelty, for the fupport of that domination. 
By this twelfth article all thofe, who receive any 
thing contrary to what the church of Rome re- 
ceives, art anfitbematized as heretics. By virtue 
of the preceding, which requires an intire obedi^ 
ence to the pope, as vicar of Jefus Cbriji^ all 
the puniftiments which he requires to be infli(3:ed 
on heretics, muft by the true fons of the church 
be infliaed on them. From thefe two fprings, 
and from the fame doctrine, taught and incul- 
cated by the church of Rome^ before this creed 
of pope Pius was formed, have ftreamed forth 
the horrid wickednefs,Qf fiibje£ts renouncing alle- 
giance to fuch princes as would not obey the 
pope, and even of murdering them and all their 
adherents. 

Out of the numerous particulars, which by 
this article the Romaniji prdfefles without doubts 
ing to receive^ I Ihall make only one quotation j 
from the great Lateran council, hoiden by pope 
Innocent Ul. in the year 12 15, which for brevi-p- 
ty's feke I {hall quote only in Engli/h. From this 
alone proteftants may fufficiently fee, what the 
oreed of a papift obliges him to; and what they 
themfelvcs muft expe^, if they fall ifito popKh 
hands. *Tis made a part of the * Caaon-Law > 
and is expreffed as follows, 

9' Decret. Gregor. lib. V. tit. 7. cap. \\^ 
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We excommunicate and anatbemafize all herefj^ 
which lifts up itj'elf againji this holy. Orthodox 
and catholic faith, which we have Jet forth ; 
condemning all heretics, by what names Jbever they 

be reckoned. Let thofe who are condemned hi 

left to the fecular powers in beings or their bailiffs, 
to be by them pumjhed with due animadverfion, they 
of the clergy being fir fi degraded from their or- 
ders: jo that the goods of thoje condemned, if they 
be of the laiety, be confifcated ; if of the clergy, 
applied to thofe churches from which they received 
fitpends. As for thofe, who jhall be Jound only 
marked with the fufpicion of berefy: if they do 
not, according to the confideration of the Jiijpicion, 
and the quality of perjon, prove their own inno- 
€ency by afuitable purgation*, let them be f mitten 
with the fword of anathema, and, till they 
give a fitting fatisfaBion, be avoided by all: Jo 
that if they remain a whole year under excammum- 
cation, they be from that time condemned as b^e- 
tics.. But let all Jecular powers, whatever o£ces 
'they exerci/e, be admonijhed and induced, and if 
need be let them by the cenfures of the church be 
compelled, as ever they would wtfh to be accounted 
faithful, for the defence of the faith publicly t^ 
take an oath, that they will bond fide, according ti 
their power, endeavour to exterminate heretics, 
marked out by the church, from all the lands fub- 
jeSi to their juriJdiBion -, Jo that from the 
time when any one fhall be advanced ir^o power, 
whether perpetual or temporal, he fhall be obliged 
to confirm this matter with an oath. But if the 
temporal Lord, being thereunto by the church 
required and admonijhed^ Jhall mgleS to purge bis 

territory 
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territory from this heretical defilement ; let him, by 
the^ metropolitan and the reft of the bijhops of the 
province y be tied up in the bond of excommunication : 
and if he difdain to make fatisfaSliony let this 
within the year be fignified to the pope, that 
from that time hie may dcjiounce his vajjals to be ab^ 
fbhed from fidelity to him, and expofe his country 
to be occupied by catholics ; that they, having cxter^ 
minated the heretics, may without any contradi^ 
Si ion poffefs it, and keep it in the purity of the 
faith ; with a falvo to the right of the princi- 
pal pojfejjbr, provided that he yield no obftacle in 
this affair, nor fet up any impediment : the fame 
law however to be obferved with regard to fuch as 
have no principal lords. And as for thofe catholics^ 
who, taking the badge of the crofs, fhall fet them^ 
felves to the rooting out of heretics: they (hall be 
favoured with the fame indulgence, and fortified 
with the fame holy privilege, which are granted 
to thofe who go to the aid of the holy land. 

Tnere is a variety of things in this decree, 

which very well deferve our notice. Firft, that 

all thofe in general are condemned as heretics, who 

venture to oppofe what the pope and his council 

pronounce to be the holy, orthodox, a7id catholic 

faith. ' Then, that the poor condemned heretics arc 

delivered over to the fecular powers, to be by them 

punifhed with due animadverfion -, the firft adl of 

which due afiimadverfion is ordered to be a dcpri- 

vj^tioii of all worldly fubftance. All princes are 

obliged to take a folemn oath, that they will 

jexterminate heretics out of their dominions. And 

if they do not perform what the clergy think to 

te their duty herein ; they are to be excom- 

S municated^ 
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municated, their fubjefts difcharged from allcgi-- 
ance to them, their country expofcd to be poflcfs'd 
by catholics, and the heretics for ever driven out. 
Moreover, there arc encouragements, fiiited to 
fuperftitious minds, both in princes and people, to 
engage their whole power and influence for the 
deftrudtion of thofe, whom the priefts are refblved 
to dcftroy. It is proper likewife to take notice of 
the intolerable flavery, to which the people are 
by this decree expofed, before they arc delivered 
over to deftrudtion ; by being made iiibjcdt to 
anathema^ when only marked with the fufpicim 
of herefy^ if they do not (what in many cafes it 
will be impoffible to do) prove their own innocency 
by what the prieft (hall account a fuitable purga-- 
tion : and of the dreadful mifery of being avoid- 
ed by ally till they Jhall give what the prieft 
fliall be pleafed to acknowledge a fitting fatisja- 
£tion. Thus the people are left intirely at the 
mercy of the priefts : who can, by virtue of fuch 
a decree as this, mark them with the Jujpicion of 
berejyy at their own will and pleafure, whenever 
they venture in any refpedl to difoblige them ; 
and then impofe on them whatever methods of 
purgation they pleafe, whether prafticablc or im- 
pradicable, for proving their own innocency ; can 
demand whatever fatisjadlion they (hall in their 
great wifdom and tendernefs judge proper ; and 
for want of receiving fuch fatisfaStion^ can direct 
and oblige the magiftrate to deprive them of fiib- 
ftance, and liberty, and life itfelf. 

But without commenting any farther on this 
decree^ it is iiifficient to obferve : that in purfu- 

ancc 
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ance of iiich o^rs, and fuch encouragements 
to thofe who would put them in execution, 
there have been many cruel maffacres in the 
chriftian world, whereby millions of human lives 
have been facrificed to Romijh tyranny ; many 
holy wars, falfely fo called, undertaken for 
the extirpation of heretics ; and, befides innu- 
merable other perfecutions, a ftanding inquifir 
tion, big with flaughter and cruelty, as well 
as fraud and treachery, to the reproach of the 
chriftian name, and the deftrudtion of thoufands, 
who infinitely better deferved that name than 
their mercilefs inquifitors. And it is remarkable : 
that a little before the fitting of that council, 
from which this decree proceded, the fame pope 
Innocent^ whp prefided in it, publiflied a * croi- 
fade againft the poor Albigenfes -, exciting catholic 
princes to a holy war againft them ; which war, 
after many bloody battles, ended at length in the 
rain of the country : and that it was under the 
direftion of the fame pope, that the ^f* inquifi- 
tion began. I fliall not attempt to defcribe the 
cruelties of this barbarous inftitution ; the maflJa-p- 
cres in France and Ireland \ the % flaughter of 40 
millions of poor Americans^ on pretence of coni- 
verting them to the chriftian faitn ; or the inva- 
fions of our own country, particularly that by 
the Spanijh Armada in 1588. Let it only be re- 
membred ; that all thefe craelties proceded firom 
that raling principle of the church of RQmi^ 
the refolution of making all mankind fubmit tq 

S 2 hejr 

• Sa PwiVs hift. of the old Migtnfes : lib. Ill and IV. 

'f Limborch. hift. Inqtxi£t. lib. |. c^. 10. 
^ i Bp of Cbiapai^i account of the voya^ and crudon^ q£ ^k^ 
9pi^ardi ia Jbmrka, Loud. 1699. %XQ% 
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her arbitrary decifions. From the corrupt do-i 
dlrincs and cruel pradlices of that cRurfch may the 
good Lord deliver us. And may we fey his grace 
be more and more confirmed in our adherence to 
his facred word ; more txireful to acquaint our- 
felvcs with it, and conform our lives to it ; and 
more clear-fighted to diftinguifli between his d(h 
Sirines and the commandments of men. 




CONCLUSION. 

ON E would have thought, that enough 
in all confcience had. been faid in the fore- 
going articles, to fecure a Romanijl in the profef^ 
fion of his faith, if he were at all to be fecured. 
But what was briefly mentioned in the beginning 
of this eflay, deferves to be more particularly ob- 
ferved in the conclufion. Left the people and the 
inferior clergy (hould fail of taking fiimcieht care 
of themfclves ; the fuperiorclei'gy, not excepting 
the heads of monafteries and convents, and the 
regulars of every order, and even thofe who have 
the care of the foldiery, under whatfoever name 
or title, are obliged to t^ke a folemn oath in the 
following wprds: 

This true catholic faithj without 
whi(:h no one can he faved^ which at 
this prefent time I do of my own accord 
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frofefs and fincerely hold\ I the fame 
N. N. do promifey vowy and fwear^ 
God afftjiing me^ mofi conjiantly to retain 
and confefsy entire and unviolatedy to 
the lajl breath of my life: and fo fat 
as in me lies^ I will likewife take care^ 
that it Jhall be heldy taught^ and 
preached by my fubjefls^ or thofe^ the 
care of whom belongs to me in the dif 
charge of my office. 

Here it is firft to be obferved 5 that the au* 
thority of pope Pius declares concerning the 
whole preceding creed, that without this faith 
no one can be faved: fo that, according to hiaii 
whether the common people * fwear to this 
creed or not,^ yet they are all damned if they do 
not adhere to it. And, to make it the mcwre ef- 
fedual, at the end of the Bull in which this 
creed is contained, his holinefs adds : whofoever 
jhall prejume to infringe our will and command 
kereinj or rajhly oppoje it i let him know^ that he 
Jhall incur the indignation of almighty God^ ani 
of St. Peter and Pauly his apofiles. 

la 

^ N B, At the head of the book, upon which I have been 
remarking, next after St. Atbanajms^s damnatory daufe, the 
whole creed of the Roman church (including the Victne^ and the 
7 2 additional articles of pope Fius) is prefixed ; and this oath along 
with the reft, excepting only the latter part, which is peculiar to 
fhe ftiperior clergy : and at the head of all are placed thefe words j 
frtfejjim of catholic faifb. Whence one would conclude, that the 
author of the catechifm which follows looked upon the o«di itfelC %& 
part oftheprofd^Qi^ to be made by every Q«3iiQ^^HoSM>>^^ 
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In the next place I obferve ; that the dignified 
clergyman, who takes this oath, does by the te- 
nor of it vow and fwear, that he takes it fu& 
jpontej of bis own accord ; when at the fame 
time he knows he muft do it, or elie he cannot 
hold his dignity and power. 

But, which is of much greater importance j 
I obferve the dreadful confcquence of the people's 
getting into the hands and power of the Romijh 
clergy s fince they are by fuch folemn obligations 
bound to maintain and promote articles, widi 
which their worldy intereft is fo clofely conjoined. 
This conjunction of oath and intereft, in articles 
fo dcftrudlive of the confcience, the peace, and the 
fafety of the people, is much to be dreaded ; when 
merely the oath itfelf, without the conjundioh 
of intereft, would bring little or no terror along 
with it. For a wicked clergyman may, under 
the pretence of an oath and vow, go on to do 
thofe things which are moft deftmftive to the 
people, even in fpight of fome relentings in his 
neart, when he calls to mind that he has obliged 
himfelf thereto. Many fuch contradidlions, it is to 
be feared, have concurred in the hearts of wicked 
men : and the real dictates of judgment and 
confcience have been over-raled, by the pretence 
of the obligation of an oath or vow ; which 
ought never to have been taken, but being once 
taken, is made a matter of religion, in ipight 
of all remonftrances that religion itfelf can make. 

Let Britijh proteftants think of thefe things : 
let them be thankful to God for that liberty^ 
mtb which in his kind and gracious providence 
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ke has made them free ; and refolvCi through his 
grace, that they will Jiand faji in ity and not 
iiiffer themfelves to be entangled again with tbe 
ypke of bondage. Let any man, who has ever 
read the new teftament, judge what likenefs there 
is, between the doftrine of pope P/«/s creed, 
and that which was taught by our blejjed Lc ud 
and his apoftles. Nay let any man of fol>er 
thought, whether he has read the fcriptures or n( ^t, 
judge whether it is poffible, that iiich a religic )a 
ihould ever come from God, as that which tl le 
church of Rome tells you is neceJTary tofahation. . 

The doiftrine of Chrift and nis apoftles teach es 
us the higheft veneration of the one living and tn ue 
Gody the wife and righteous and gracious gova r- 
nor of the world, and the moft ardent afFeftio. n 
to him as our beft friend and benefaiStor : and di - 
redls and encourages us to feek of him, with % i 
full affurance of with, every needful blefling, in 
the name of Jefus Chrift, the only mediator be- 
tween God and men. It requires of us righteouf* 
nefs and equity in our whole condudl towards 
thofe with whom we have to do j and very parti- 
cularly recommends a mutual forbearance and 
afiedtionate tendernefs among chriftian brethren, 
with regard to the mifapprehenfions and miftakea 
into which they may fall. And, as any religion 
. muft do which comes from God, it lays a very 
great ftrefs upon a fober, temperate courfe of life ; 
excluding from the kingdom of heaven thofe 
whp allow themfelves in the contrary courfe. 

But in the preceding papers we have feen, 
that the religion of the church of Hom^ oppofes 

that 



[ '44 ] 

that of our Lord Jcfus Chrift in all thefe re-* 
ipcdls, tho' it pretends in every one of them to ad- 
here to it. The papifts profefs indeed to acknow- 
ledge one only living and true God : yet at the 
fame time 'tis notorious, that they pay more real 
worfhip and adoration to angels and faints, and 
even to images, than to him. And to keep up 
this praftice, fuch thoughts are fuggefted to the 
people's minds concerning the divine being, as 
are altogether unworthy of him, and inconfiftent 
with the honour of the one and only mediator , 
in whofe name we are directed to addrefs him. 
Nay the multiplicity of the prayers themfelves, 
which are addrcfTed to faints and angels, begging 
for their intcrceflion, tends to make the people 
think concerning the kindeft and moft benevo- 
lent being in the world, that he is almoft inexo- 
rable, and that nothing but continual importuni- 
ty will prevail with him for any favour : whereas 
fthe mediation of Chrift, as ftated in the new 
teftament, teaches no fuch thing -, but encourages 
us, finners as we are, to go diredlly to God in 
bis name, in whom he has declared him'ielf to 
be wellpleafed. But this one mediator is by the 
church of Rome overlooked, in a croud of others 
of her own making. 

Then, inftead of a ftridt regard to righteouf- 
nefs, and fobriety 5 the dodtrines of indulgences 
and purgatory, and fo likewiie that of abfolution, 
upon confeffion and fatisfadtion at the will and 
plcafure of the prieft, encourage all manner of 
vice and wickednefs: fince, according to thefe 
dpdrines^ a man may buy off any punifhtnent, 

if 
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if he fiirvives the wicked actions he refblves upon ; 
or, at the word, can have them bought off when 
he is dead, if he has but money enough to leave 
behind him. 

As to forbearance and brotherly kindnefs ; the 
church of Rome is a fvsrorn enemy to thefe chri- 
ftian virtues. She will not bear the leaft devia- 
tion from her own traditions, decrees and canons. 
She makes them all necejfary tofahation^ both in 
this life, and that which is to come : prefum- 
ptuoufly denouncing eternal damnation to thofe 
who do not pundhially obferve and obey them ; 
and cruelly deftroying fuch of them as (he can 
get into her own power. 

What good pretenfions the church of Rome 
has to be the church of Chrijiy fhe fliews by 
letting up another head over the church bclides 
Chrift, inconfiftently with his legiflative autho- 
rity, and contrary to his own expreis diredion. 

How little value fhe has for the fcripture, (he 
Ihews by fetting up her own traditions upon an 
jequal foot with it. And by the fame means, and 
by claiming the fole authority of interpreting 
fcripture, fhe prevents, as much as in her lies, 
its being of any ule to the people, even wheii 
they can get a fight of their bibles, which for 
the moft part is forbidden. She will not fiiiFer 
them to exercife their reafbn in judging of that 
revelation, which fhe tells them Gk)d has given 
for their dire<ftion. No : if you will be a trae 
member of this church, you muft give up your 
reafbn, and even the teuimony of your fenfes 
too J as appears notorioufly in the affair of tran- 
fubftantiation. And yet it is evident^ that our 

T blefTed 
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bleffed Lord himfelf frequently appealed to the 
judgment and confcience of his hearers, concern- 
ing the goodnefs and divine original of his do- 
dtrine -, and always to their fenfes, as often as he 
wrought any miracles. 

How deftruftive to all the views of trae reli- 
gion is the ftrefs which popery lays upon external 
fervices, to the negledt of what is inward and 
pertaining to the confcience; and how fatally 
this tends to harden men in their fins, and to 
make them refolve againft the irkfome work of 
fubduing ill habits, and labouring after thofe 
which are tmly good 3 is too vifible to need a 
demonftration. 

How abfolutely this corrupt church is refolved 
upon maintaining a dominion over mens confci- 
ences, and what cmel meafiires (he takes for that 
purpofe, has been fufficiendy (hewn. How 
contrary this domineering and cruel fpirit is to 
the humble and peaceful fpirit of chriflianity, 
needs no proof, to thofe who have any acquaint- 
ance with the books of the new teflament. And 
bow inconfiflent it is with the peace of civil go- 
vernment, and even with the fafety of thofe, 
whether governors or people, who refiife to put 
themfelves intirely into the priefh power ^ is not 
only evident in the nature of the thing, but noto- 
rious from hiflory, in all thofe cafes where the 
priefls have thought it worth their while to try 
their flrength. 

May we be defended from the corraptions with 
which this church is over-run, and from falling 
into the hands of her agents, wbo/e tender mercies 
iire cruelties. May we wifely improve tl» great 

benefit 
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benefit of having the fcripture in our own hands j 
by diligently attending to the mind of God, 
therein made known, and obeying it in the te- 
nor of our aiSions. May God in his mercy ' 
open the eyes of the deluded ; and turn the 
hearts of thofe who lead them aftray. And may 
there be no other contention among thofe who 
profcfs chriftianity, than who (hall bcft anfwer 
the deligti of it, in the pious and peaceable a'lid 
beneficent «our& of their lives. Amen, 
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APPENDIX. 

IT has been fhewn in the foregoing effay, that 
the dodlrine of indulgences has a manifeft 
tendency to the ruin of mens fouls. It has thia 
pernicious tendency, even in cafe the indulgen- 
ces be underftood to relate only to fins paft. Fot 
if a man who is vicioufly inclined can perfiiade 
himfelf, that pardons may be purchafed for mo- 
ney, or obtained by any of thofe trifling mea- 
fures which the indulgences prefcribej he will 
fccurely go on, paying for pardon after pardon, 
and complying with every method which (hall 
be fubftituted'in the room of real amendment ; 
but will never endure the thought of that change 
of heart and mind, without which the Moft High 
himfelf beftows no pardon. And zRomanifi is the 
more in danger of going on thus to his life's end, 
becaufe he knows, that according to the do6bine 
of his church, the prieft is * obliged to give abfb- 
lution to any man in the article of death, who 
profeffes penitence: nay further, that after he is 
dead, he may be prayed out of purgatory, if 
^e leave behind him fufHcient to fatisfy the 
j[)rieft for his pains. If therefore it were ever 
io certain, that the indulgences mentbned in the 
+ foregoing eflay, from Ihmas Aquinas^ from 

♦ Qttica. Trident. Scff,XW.iei}«wl.»^n 
T P(8^. 1x6, 117, 
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Antontne\ Repertorium^ and from the canon-law, 
relate only to fins paft : if they were meant on- 
ly of forty days paft, or feven years paft, or a 
third part of fins paft ; or if the plenary indul- 
gences themfelves were pardons only for all fins 
{)aft : yet it is as certain, that they who can be- 
ieve, that fuch pardons can be obtained by vifit- 
ing of churches, or by any of the other trifling 
methods prefcribed in the Romijb indulgences, 
will never in earneft fet about the work of refor- 
mation, or think of conforming their heart and 
life to the mind of God. Romijh indulgences 
therefore have much the fame pernicious tenden- 
cy, if underftood conccvnmg^ns paji, as if they 
diredtly promifed pardon ioxjim to come : and the 
granting them, in thofe circumftances in which 
the popes of Rome grant them, is in effedl the 
'fame monftrous abomination, as giving leave to 
commit Jin^ and granting pardon beforehand. Nor 
can any reafbn be given, why they, who will 
fet themfelves in the place of God, and under- 
take to forgive fins paft, as they do, may not as 
well pretend to forgive fins to come. 

The Romijh writers indeed deny, that by indul- 
gences they mean leave to commit Jin^ or par dm for 
Jim to come. And particularly the author of the 
Grounds of catholic doSirine * denies that he 
mqans any fiich thing. It would be fbmewhat 
impolitic, if he (hould direilly own it. But 
whatever this author may mean 5 what if both 
the particulars denied by him ihould be proved 
by^ infallible authority of popes diem&lves I 
To^is purpofe it wa$ intend^ \o1:ae^c ^educed 
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in the foregoing efiay a monumental infcription, 
containing a pardon for 26000 years and 26 days; 
and likewiie an indalgencegranted in the year 1 3 5 1, 
to a king and queen of France and their fucceflbrs^ 
allowing them liberty to break their oaths and vows, 
when they could not commodioujly keep them. But 
the copy of the inicription was miflaid : and the 
other teilimony was not produced, becaufe the au« 
thor of the eflay had not an opportunity of confult- 
ing the book in which it was firft publifhed^ and 
did not chooie to quote it at fecond hand. 

A frefli and authentic copy of the inicription is 
fupplied by the friendfliip of the reverend Dr. George^ 
Legby redlor ofHal/iJax in the county of Tork : to 
whom it was tranfmitted by George Legby oiHtgb-- 
Legb in the county of Cbejiery efquire : who took 
care to have the impreffion taken from the monu«. 
ment itfelf, and attefted by the hand of the reverend 
Mr.yobn Robinforiy now minifter o^ Macclesfield in 
the lame county : in whofe parifh the monument is 
ftill to be feen, on the eaft-wall of an oratory^ for- 
merly belonging to the earls RiverSy (landing on one 
fide of the parochial chapel of Macclesfield. There 
is a brief account of this monument in the laft edi* 
tion of Cambderi% Britanniay vol. I. pag. 678, 679^ 
But it is very imperfeift : and fpeaks in iuch a man-- 
ner of 2 of the infcriptions belonging to it, as to ren-; 
der it very doubtful whether they belong to the iame 
mbnument or not 5 whereas the plates containing; 
thofe infcriptions, and feveral others hereafter defcri* 
bed, tho' (landing in diflferent parts of the monu- 
ment, are all with great exaftnefs jointed together 
upon one ftone, in the compafs of 23 inches in 
height, iwid 22 in breadth. 

At the bottom of the monument, on a bra(s 0I: 
copper plate, arc the following vco^^Sa^ v\ -v^Vks^s^^ 

\3 ^ ^5sif^' 
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about 2 1 inches long ; the letters, almbft an inch in 
height, being cut out in old church-charadters, not 
very eafy to be imitated now, efpecially in the ab- 
breviations : 

^t^afe^ t^ be qui 5wbE 

. s In Englijh thus : 

- Pray for the fouls of Roger Legh and Elizabeth 
bis wife : which Roger indeed died the ^h day of 
November^ in the year of our Lord 1 506 ; but Eli- 
zabeth died the ^th day ofOBober^ in the year of our 
Lord 1489 : to whoje fouls may God be propitious. 

On another plate, juft above this infcription, and 
dofe joining to the right fide of it, is the figure of a 
woman, kneeling, with her hands held up together 
before her breaft, and fix children (probably her 
daughters) Handing behind her. On another, near 
her mouth, is a lat^l, with thefc words, in the fame 
chara^er as before : 

yrom perpetual damnation delvotr us ^ (orrf. 
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It is * probable, by the large vacant fp^ce over 
the other end of the former imfcription, that 
there was originally a plate, reprefenting the 
gentleman and his fons, facing the lady and her 
daughters : becaufe the infcription itfelf, in a 
very common form, calls upon every fpcftator 
to pray for his and her foul. 

But this was all in Latin. And it was proba- 
ble, that the greateft number of fpedlators would 
be fuch as underftood only the Englijh tongue. 
To engage therefore both learned and unlearned 
to pray for the fouls oi Roger znd Eli zaiethLegby 
the moft obvious part of the monument was 
contrived to be zn Englijh infcription j raifed a 
confiderable height above the Latin onej (land- 
ing between the (pace where the lady kneels, 
and that where the figure of the gentleman pro- 
bably was ^ reaching from their elbows up a lit- 
tle above their heads ; and confequently fo pla- 
ced, that both their faces in kneeling muft look 
towards it. 

The words of this infcription, in the fame 
charadler as before, are as follows j in fix lines, 
fo contrived as to make up the form of an ob- 
long fquare : 

The 

• This conjedlure is confirmed by the old inhabitants of Mac- 
^hsfield: who, as the autho^ of this eflay is aflured by very credi- 
. ble accounts, affirm they have heard that this fpace had formerly 
the figure of Rogtr Legb in it ; but that it was broken off, toge> 
ther with other things belonging to the monument, during die 
civil wars, when the oratory was defaced. -For further iatis^- 
&ion herein, theplafter of the wall where the monument is inntdi 
was }cnockM off*, in December ox January 1735 : and the ftone 
apjpeared to be cut and hollowed in, as fiur as the end of the Latin 
inlp-iptign, in the fame form as the plate fpr the lady and her 
children. T^ere was likewife a place cut in the ftone for a label, 
anfwering to that on the other fide : and h(te in the fto^e^ witH 
)bui in them, ^r faftening the plates. 
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Diredly over this infcrjption, on a plate fomc- 
thing narrower, but taller, and a little arched at. 
the top, is the figure of a pope, with^ triple 
crown on his head, and a gloryTQund it^ kneel- 
ing beHde a long table, and looking upwards;^ 
with his hands together before his breaft. On 
the table is placed, behind him an open book, 
and before him either an hour-glaf3 or a chalice, 
'tis doubtful which. The place feems defigned 
to reprefent a chapel. Under him is a pavement 
of chequered marble, or other ftone, black and 
white. And above him is a representation of 
our Saviour, looking down upon him, with a 
large glory round his head, wounds through both 
his hands, which are held up as high as his (houU 
ders, and a great wound in his right fide, with 
fcvcraj drops of blood coming from it^ This 
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;5ure is drawn no lower than the hips ; being 
• vided from the reft of the pidture by balifters, 
I ;hind which it feems defigned to be placed. 

Whether all this imagery was intended to fig- 
nify, that the then reigning pope had prayed to 
our Lord Jeliis Chrift, to impower him to grant 
the pardon mentioned in the infcription,and that, 
according to the frequent fidlions of thofe times, 
our Lord had appeared to him, to affurehim of his 
confent 5 or whatever elfe was the real defign ; 
cannot now be certainly determined. But it is 
plain from the monument itfelf, that fuch a par- 
don was granted by a pope : and that this was well 
known when the monument was fet up ; other- 
wife fevere muft have been the punifliment of 
thofe who eredled it, for an impofition upon the 
church, and a flander againft his holinefs. The 
infcription itfelf, thus pompoufly attended, is, I 
fay, a fufficient indication ; that the pope then 
.reigning did grant an indulgence, containing a 
pardon Jor Jim to come^ fins not yet committed ; 
the penalty whereof is here exprefly remitted for 
26000 years to come. So that if the author of 
the Grounds does, as he * affirms, mean no 
more by indulgences, than * a releafing by the 

* power of the keys committed to the church 

* the debt of temporal punifliment, which may 

* remain due upon the account of our fins, after 

* the fins themfelves, as to the guilt and eternal 
"^ punifliment, have been already remitted by re- 

* pcntance and confefllon :' yet in the cafe before 
us, even according to his own explication, the 

f Pag. ^j; 
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indulgence mufl extend to fim to come: and 
that in a very flagrant manner; ib as to lead the 
fuperftitious devotees to hope^ that upon £iying 
the appointed pater nojlers and ave Maries and 
creed, they (hould have a pardon reaching be- 
yond the duration of this world. ' 

I chofe the rather to take notice of this monu- 
ment, becaufe it gives a more fure account of 
what is meant by popiih indulgences, than is 
likely to be gathered from the writings of au- 
thors, whole bufinefs it is to make them appear 
as plauiible as they can. 

The other teftimony relates more immediately 
to the queflion, whether indulgences include 
a leave to commit fin : though as it extends to all 
the fucceflions of the kings and queens oi France^ 
it muft likewife, if it jGgnifies any thing at all, 
include in efFeft a pardon beforehand^ for all the 
fins they {hould ever commit, in breaking their 
folemn oaths and vows. It is an indulgence, 
granted by Clement VI. in the year 135 1, to the 
king and queen of France^ and their fiicceflbrs. 
I ihall produce it in the pope's own words : and 
then leave the world to judge, what he himielf^ 
and the perfons to whom he granted it, could 
be fuppofed to underftand by it. The pope's 
words, tranfcribed from D*acberf% Spicilegium^ 
are at the bottom of the page. The Englijb i> 
to the following purpofe : but an exad: traiiilatioa 
is not pretended to* 

Cl€fncfif% 
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* Clement, hijhopy fervant of the fervants of 
God: ^ to our moft dear children in Cbriji^ John 
and Joan, the illujtrious king and queen g/" France ; 
greeting and npoftolical benediBion. Tour defres 
we readily agree to : thofe ejpeciallyy by which ye 
may obtain from a propitious God^ as ye pioujly 
requejiy feace and health oj foul. Hence it is that 
w^\ indined to your fupplicationsy do by apoftolical 
authority y by the tenor of thefe prefentSy for ever 
indulge to you and your fucceJorSy who for the 
time being jhall be kings ana queens of France, 
and to ^very of you and them ; that fuch confefjory 
religious or fecuiar^ as any of you and them 
jhall think fit to choofcy may commute y for you and 
tbemy fuch vows as perhaps you may have made 
already y or which by you and your fuccejjors may 
be hereafter made^ {the ultramarine ^uoWy and 

X that 

• 

^ Clemens, epifcopuS) fervus (ervorum Dei, cariflimis in ChriHo ♦ 
itiiis, Joanpi regi, Sc Joannas reginx Franciae iUuflribus : fahi|;i£m , 
& apoilolicam benedidtionem. Votis^'vedris libenter annuinlus: . 
iis prafcipue, per quae, ficut pie delideratis, paceoi & falutem ani- 
maE> Deo propitio, confequi valeatis. Hinc eft, quod nos, veftris 
fupplicadonibus inclinati, vobis Sc fuccefforibus veftris, regibus Sc 
reginis Franciae, qui pro tempore fuerint, ac veftrum Sc eorum 
cuilibet, audoritate apoftolica, tenore pnefentium, in perpetuimi 
Indulgemus : ut confefTor religiofus vet faecularis, quern veftrum & 
€orum quilibet duxerit eligendum^ vota per vos forfitan jam emifla^ 
ac per vos Sc fucceftbres veftros in pofterum emittenda, ultramari- 
no, a^ beatorum Petri Sc Pauli apoftolorum, ac caftitatis & conti-^ 
fientiae votis dumtaxat exceptis ; necnon juramenta per vos Sc eoft 
.|Vaefta|id(» ip pofterum^; qtu^^uss & illi femjare comTHode non pqffetisf 
yohis Sc eis commutare valeat in alia opera pietatis, prout fecun« 
dum Devim Sc animarum veftrarum Sc eorum faluti viderit expedi« 
xe. Ndili ergo omnino hominum liceat banc paginam noftrat 
conccfljioius infringiere, vel ei aufu temerario contraire. Siquis au-^ 
I^VX hoc attentare pradfumferit, indignationem omnipotentis Dei^ 
Sf beatorum Petri Sc Pauli apoftolorum ejus, fe noverit incurfurum. 
Datum Ay«iuoni, xix calend. Maii, anoonono. Dachfr. Spidleg. 
fit. X723. torn. III. pag. 724. 
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that of the blejfed apo files Peter and Paul, and 
that of chajlity and continency^ only excepted) and 
alfo fuch oaths ^ by you taken^ or by you and them 
hereafter to be taken^ as you and they cannot com- 
modioufly keep, into other works of piety ^ according 
as be Pmll fee expedient for the health of your 
and their Jbiils^ and agreeable to God. Be it 
therefore utterly umawful for any man whatever 
to infringe this our grant \ or by a rajh adventure 
to proceed in oppofition to it. But if any Jhall 
prefume to attempt this \ let him knoWy that he 
Jhall incur the indignation of Almighty God, and 
of his blejfed apojlles Peter and Paul. Given at 
Avignon, the igt h of April, in our ninth year. 

I will not offer to affirm, that the kings and 
queens of France have, fince the grant of this 
indulgence, kept their folemn oaths and vows 
a whit worfe than they would have done, if no 
fuch indulgence had ever been granted. Yet if 
they had any faith in the pope's power, the in- 
dulgence rnufl needs have been a flrong tempta- 
t'on tp break thrx)ugh their oaths and vows, upon 
all thofe occafions, where the flridt obfervation 
of them became any way incommodious to their 
intcrefls, or unfuitable to their inclinations. How- 
ever let the world judge : whether the underta- 
king to difcharge men from vows and oaths, by 
' which they have folemnly bound thcmfelves ; 
particularly whether the giving this liberty to 
princes, upon whofe public obligations their own 
fubje(Ss and thofe of other nations think they 
have a right to depend, and the commuting or 
changing thofe obligations for others of a different 
kind, is not granting a leave to commit ^n. If it 
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is not : then the breaking of oaths and vows, 
merely for our own intereft or pleafure, and 
without any regard to the juft claims of our fel- 
low-creatures, is no fin. 

Now let the author of the Grounds choofe; 
whether he will deny the* fads related j or fet up 
his own authority againft that of the popes, who 
granted the indulgences reftrred to j or whether 
he will vindicate them in thofe blafphemous 
grants, and prove they were guilty of no aimc, 
and overtaken with no error. 

* OtHer inftances of the like kind might be produced. Among 
which is a remarkable Rubric in the Hortulus anima^ P^gg* S40» 
341, under the head of Suffragia 'virginumy in the following 
words. Alexander Papafextus concejffit decern millia anmrum in- 
dulgentiarum pro mortalibus^ e^ 'vigimti pro *venialibus^ diceMti banc 
orationem trind vice coram imagine S. Anna ac B, Firginis, et Filii 
ijus: quas et proprio ore promu^avit et publicaviti anno videlicet 
M. CCCC. XCIIIL That is to fay : Pope Alexander VL granted 
ten thoujand years of indulgences for mortal fins ^ and fwenty for ve- 
tiial JinSf to him *who fl^uld fay this prajfer before the image of 
S, Anne^ and of the bleffed Virgin^ and of her Son: which imht^en-^ 
ces bealfo promu^ed andpub^^ed with bis ovm mouth, in theyiar^ *^ 
1494. Then the prayer is recited. To the fame porpofe is^i* 
paflage, in fol. 2 1 3 . of the Horas Portuguexas, e Manual de Ora^ 
foens, &c. printed with the King's royal licenfe, at Li/bon, 1675. 
Where we are told : that whoever fhall devoutly fay a prayer, 
there recited, of the merits of the pafjiou of Jefus Chrijt our Lord^ 
eompofed by the glorious father Saint Auguftine, taken from the origi* 
naif vuhich is in the chapel of St. John of Later an in Rome, Jhall^ 
provided he obtains in the fame year the Bull deiandla QrvLGt^gain, 
the ddxy in vjhicb he recites that prayer, eighty thoufand years ofin" 
dutgence andremifjion of mortal fins, granted and confirmed by many 
popes. And not altogether foreign to the fubjed is fol. 212. of the 
£une book : where we are affured : that pope Clement FIIL gran* 
ted the indulgence of delivering a foul out of purgatory, for every 
time that a certain prayer, there recited, ftjouU be f aid in honour of 
the holy Sudarium ; ** provided only, that he be in the fame year 
'^ fumiihM with the fiull juft now mentioned.**— But things of this 
kind are b notorious that there is no need of multiplying prools. 
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